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Dear Diary, 





| had left the pleasant din of San Francisco for the hills surralinding, eager fo see 


that all-meaning glint in the bed of some stream, and there find my way. On my 
third day of ae a the sun seemed To come down into the ri river and swallow 


me He | awo 


e uh erground, and when | clambered up inlo The ight, found | was ih 


San rancisco once ri but one that had changed in most particulars. This iS the 


San Francisco of oy omorrow. 


And what a cily if is! That first boom had imparfed fo if such energies as now 


manifested in the people and the as 


le. There isa wildness in the Byes of the 


me, re different, bul not unrecogniza 


color and momentum. lf iS different To 


pes le WwW ich | Saw also in those first souls who walked, or capered, or stumbled, 


down the slreels of a heey San Francisco. Here the oe le are much varied in 


a pearance and afflided by novel slrangenesses, buf stil | see a Kinship : They, 


li e me, are here seeking somelhing they cannot find elsewhere. 

The wealth they cove} iS nol gold. but iS likewise buried in some beyond they 
S eak of as Though il were heaven. They spend much of their Time ge inlo 
these small windows they carry with them which glow like phosphorus. evidently fo 


gel a glimpse of This otherlan ‘ They had had a previous boom some oe before 
and now were in the rip of another. Now, in this third boom, | hear many peo 


le 
asking each other wha is True To the cit ' what iS phe dae i seems To me that 


the spirit which embraces change is, in ¢ 


an Francisco, the on 


ae With that in mind, | go out fo find the Best of San 


y Ting that neve 


rancisco, the new and 


the Classic, To wade in, as il were, and feel the walers range around me. 


| am Bestivus R. Roland and this is ny adventure. 
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BEST HIGHBROW 

ADDITION TO MID-MARKET 
The Strand 

1127 Market, 749-2228 

act-sf.org 

From vaudeville theater, to grindhouse, 
to den of vice, to boarded-up homeless 
squat, The Strand has come to emblema- 
tize change on San Francisco’s main retail 
artery. And now it’s transforming anew 
under the auspice of American Conserva- 
tory Theatre, whose artistic director, Carey 
Perloff, hopes to give the up-and-coming 


Ms | 


| bi BEST APP 


— Willcall 


i oe BEST 
E* y, BATHROOM 
a ‘GRAFFITI 
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mid-Market arts district a bit of mooring. 
Slated to open in 2015, the new 285-seat 
Strand will feature simulcast performances 
in the lobby and video screens showing 
student films, in addition to its steep- 
banked orchestra seating and “black box” 
stage upstairs. Sitting almost cheek-by- 
jowl with ACT’s funkier Costume Shop 

— which now hosts experimental com- 
munity performances — and across the 
street from the Orpheum, it will complete 
the modest “theater district” that San 
Francisco has long dreamed of reviving. 


BEST HILL 
Bernal Hill 


BEST HOOK-UP 
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Bernal Hill 


_ Madrone Art Bar 
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A ih (tie) Top of 
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Bi” Slanted Door 
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BEST LOCAL 
LEGEND 


Bushman 


BEST MOVIE 
THEATER 


The Castro 
Theatre 


BEST 
NEIGHBORHOOD 


Mission District 


BEST PEOPLE- 
WATCHING 


Dolores Park 


BEST PERSON 

TO FOLLOW ON 

TWITTER 
aa 

Karlt @Fog. 
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BEST LOWBROW ADDITION 
TO MID-MARKET 

McDonald’s 

Market and Larkin streets 

This city’s politicians haven't just served 
as cheerleaders for the tech beachhead 
transforming mid-Market, they've pro- 
vided covering artillery fire in the form of 
lucrative tax breaks. There is one business, 
however, local leaders have striven to keep 
out, even though it easily does something 
many of the city’s tech darlings cannot do 
— turn a profit. That business is McDon- 


BEST PLACE TO 
HEAR RANDOM | 
SCREAMING | 
AT 3 A.M. 


Tenderloin 


BEST PLACE 
TO TAKE 
VISITORS 


Golden Gate 
Bridge 

BEST STREET 
PERFORMER 
Bushman — 
BEST VIEW. . 
Twin Peaks ~ is Ww 
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ald’s, which aims to dispense Big Macs and 
fries from the erstwhile site of a vegetarian 
restaurant (horrors!). The Golden Arches 
may yet have to seek a less contested site to 
add to its billions and billions served. But, 
fry fanatics, worry not: Another outlet is 
on Market Street a mere 0.2 miles away. 


BEST BART 

PERFORMANCE ART 

Rat on BART Escalator 

Civic Center BART 

There is so much free entertainment to be 
had on BART that we'd never judge you for 
riding it around on Friday night just for the 
show. Among the many delights we see while 
on BART: talented turf-dancers, morbidly 
obese pigeons pigging out, naked acrobats, 
passengers humping BART seats, passen- 
gers humping each other in BART seats, 

and commuters stun-gunning each other 

for fun. But if silent movies and dramas 

are more your genre, then you'd probably 
enjoy watching the famously solemn street 
rat try over and over again to run his way 

off the transit escalator. The little guy was 
busted on camera, and soon his dark tragedy 
became one of BART’s greatest comedies. 


BEST HIGH-TECH WINGMAN 


Mistletoe Drone 

Union Square 

We've spent the last few years dodging 
drones, fearing the unmanned planes are 
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Dear Diary, ; . 


The eople here have a curious 
asped. They ave from all | 
creeds and races and sex- 4 
es — and some | had never 

yel seen peices — whose 
motley assorlment carries on 
the life of a lar e cily. In Trains 


he: fonder tomas 


~day | went di in 
a park full of people, at, he e 


dance! 


alliludes of leisure, bul inlense- 
| SO. One fellow with woman s 
hair and mans beard informed | 
me that the riches in this park 
were on the surface, whereupon 1 
he bade me sit and drink with a 
~ his fellows, and smoke from his - 


kitty. The rest of the day was a 


wonderful blur! 
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“COOLEST CITIES WORTH A VISIT” 


—Travel and Leisure Magazine 
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nothing more than another way for the gov- 
ernment to screw us out of privacy. But now 
that these flying weirdos will deliver pizza 

to our door, we're totally on board. Drones 
became all the more appealing after we wit- 
nessed their wingman abilities over Christ- 
mas time, when an enormous mistletoe 
drone was spotted hovering over shy couples, 
urging them to “get it on” already. Inciden- 
tally, the Union Square lovefest was caught 
on camera and posted to YouTube. Suddenly, 
the quasi-private moments were viral. 


BEST REASON 
TO TAKE THE FERRY 


BART Strike 

If BART commuters learned anything in 
2013, it was that their ride to work didn’t 
have to smell like shit. And they have 
unyielding unions to thank for that. The 
multiple BART strikes that plagued the 
Bay Area forced commuters to experi- 
ence something other than total misery 
on their way into the office. Until then, 
most of us had written off the ferry 

as a tourist raft. But once you're able 

to have a beer on the way home from 
work, there’s really no going back. 


BEST CROSS-SECTION 
OF SAN FRANCISCO LIFE 


The 14-Mission Bus 


You start at Daly City and you end at the 
Ferry Building. The 29 runs longer — it'll 
take you from the Presidio to Candlestick 
Park, and not in a straight line — but no 
bus line offers up a rich smorgasbord of 
San Franciscans to compare with the 14. 
It’s a rare hour of the day you won't find 
hormonally challenged teens rolling blunts, 
drinking, blasting ringtones, and fondling 
one another. There’s also a healthy contin- 
gent of homeless people, Latino families, 
Asian families, Latino seniors, Asian 
seniors, hipsters, techies, techie hipsters, of- 
fice drones, and, without fail, the obligatory 
ranting lunatic. But try not to talk to this 
man: If you distract him, he'll crash the bus. 


BEST JUNK MAIL OFFER 
Lisa Is A Slut McIntire 


Junk mail is annoying, but it’s never mali- 
cious. Unless of course you're Lisa McIntire, 

a San Francisco writer who received a credit 
card offer from Bank of America addressed to 
“Lisa Is A Slut McIntire.” The story went viral, 
yet no reporter ever got down to the bottom 


CAN FRANCISCO PIU 


of how that profanity managed to slip past a 
mega-financial institution. Nor did the media 


ever find out what Lisa’s middle name really is. 


BEST R-RATED 

SCENE ON BART 

The Naked Acrobat 

16th Street BART Station 

If San Francisco were ever to get into the 
business of directing seedy low-budget films, 
Yeiner Perez, aka BART’s naked acrobat, 
would be a hometown star. Hell, he already 
is. Perez’s improv performance at the 

16th Street BART station, which included 
dropping trou and breaking into a series of 
acrobatics in between accosting commuters, 
captivated a virtual audience — and not in 
a good way. At least the aspiring street per- 
former can say he’s officially reached fame. 


BEST PLACE FOR DRIVERS 

TO PISS OFF HOMEOWNERS 
Bernal Heights 

It’s a bitch to park pretty much anywhere 

in San Francisco, we know this. But no 
neighborhood has created more of a parking 
fracas than Bernal Heights, where you're 
more likely to find a mean note on your 





windshield than a parking ticket. The neigh- 
borhood conflict has peaked to the point that 
only high doses of Xanax and Prozac could 
alleviate the neighborhood's parking blues. 


BEST MODERN-DAY 
DEFINITION OF “WORKING 
ON A BOAT” 

Google Ferry 

Until this year, the phrase “working on a 
boat” only evoked images of blue-collared 
folks — you know, like longshoresmen and 
skippers. But Google changed all that in 2013 
when it launched its private Google ferry, 
making it possible for tech bros to program 
away while traveling to and from Silicon Val- 
ley by boat. So the answer to your question is 
yes, it is possible to gentrify the actual bay. 


BEST SPONTANEOUS 

DANCE PERFORMANCE 
Twerking Trio 

Obviously, you see a ton of spontaneous shit 
around San Francisco, even if you're only 
here for the day. But there was no better 
spontaneity this year than the twerking trio 
who amused, confused, and/or annoyed 

all of San Francisco with their sexually 
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MARKETING CAMPAIGN MADE POSSIBLE 
BY A GRANT FROMTHE CITY 
OF SAN FRANCISCO. 














Best for pets, living space, 
parking, and access to 
outdoor activities! 


Choose from our bright and 
Spacious high rise flats with 
amazing lake or ocean views 
or our townhomes with classic 
character and charming patios. 


CALL 


TO TAKE A TOUR TODAY! 





parkmerced.com 


PARKMERCED 


3711 19th Avenue 
San Francisco Ca 94132 
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MUSIC + FOON + WINE + BEER 


THE CURE » OUTKAST » ERIC CHURCH 
TV ON THE RADIO + WEEZER = THE FRAY » HEART 
MATT & KIM » LLCOOL J W/DJ Z-TRIP = & 60+ MORE 


TOP WINES 
MINER FAMILY WINERY » CLOS DU VAL 
DEL DOTTO © CITY WINERY » MI SUENO 
CAKEBREAD CELLARS » ROMBAUER + & MORE 


THE BEST OF NAPA FOOD 
MORIMOTO » ANGELE » FUME BISTRO = EIKO’S 
THE THOMAS » GRACE’S TABLE » LA CONDESA 

NAPKINS » TARLA » & MORE 
SINGLE DAY 3-DAY + VIP PASSES 
AVAILABLE NOW 


MAY 30, MAY 31, JUNE 1 


BOTTLEROCKNAPA.COM 


#BRNV (aBOTTLEROCKNAPA SAVE UPTO 950! 


Benefitting Napa Valley Youth Symphony 
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suggestive booty bounce across town. In 


Chinatown, BART, and even the grocery 
store, these gals would just break out in 
their gyrating roll. The whole thing was a 
stunt arranged by the guys behind YouTube 
channel Simple Pickup, who just wanted 

to see what people would do. What we 
learned from this masterpiece performance 
is that San Francisco is a damn good time. 


BEST MACHINE SHOP 
TechShop 

926 Howard, 263-9161 

techshop.ws 

Few things seem more quintessentially San 
Francisco than a tech-savvy “maker” who 
treats a 3D printer as his spinning jenny, ora 
welder who turns digital prototypes into ob- 
jects. Both abound at the TechShop, a SOMA 
industrial building that serves as this city’s 
analogue to the old-fashioned textile mill. 
Heavy machinery rumbles on the ground 
floor, while 3D printers squirt gummy plastic 
upstairs. Dilettantes can try classes in wood- 
work, laser cutting, or rapid prototyping, 
many of them taught by engineers who've 
found their calling in the craft realm. It’s a 
place where you're as apt to pick up a lathe as 
a laptop, and where both are equally useful. 


BEST HACKATHON 

Science Hack Day at California 
Academy of Sciences 

55 Music Concourse Drive 
sf.sciencehackday.com 

San Francisco certainly doesn’t suffer from a 
dearth of Hackathons; in the past year alone, 
we ve cloistered programmers overnight 





and instructed them to make apps to fight 
homelessness, promote a sustainable meat 
system, and even bridge hostilities along the 
Gaza Strip. The most productive of these 

is Science Hack Day, an annual event that 
draws bio-engineers, astrophysicists, space 
enthusiasts, 3D-print tinkerers, and other 
gadget impresarios to the Cal Academy. Last 
September, participants got to spend their 
first night sleeping among fish and sharks 
in the aquarium, then devoted the rest of 
the weekend to building machines that, 
ideally, would better society. It produced 

a new method for organ transplants, a 
motion sensor to detect life on Mars, anda 
panoply of other whiz-bang innovations. 


BEST CO-WORKING SPACE 
Impact Hub 

901 Mission, Suite 105, 624-5881 
bayarea.impacthub.net 

Real estate deals seem to happen with all 
the ease of money being passed across a 
Monopoly board in this city. And even then, 
there’s not enough office space to house 
everyone who wants a downtown office: 
People still run start-ups out of apartment 
buildings, or work exclusively in crowded 
cafes. The best anodyne to this problem is 
shared workspace, and the best example 

is Impact Hub, a suite of nonprofit offices, 
education centers, and art galleries, all clus- 
tered together inside the Chronicle Building. 
Its founders believe the sharing economy 
can apply to all forms of urban develop- 
ment, and that open floor plans are the first 
step toward a more flexible, collaborative 
society. It all starts when we set our laptops 
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down on the same table, and sit down in 
the same ergonomically correct chairs. 


BEST HACKER HOSTEL 
20Mission 

3491 20th St., 425-4939 
20mission.com 

At a time when well-heeled tech executives 
are converting mansions into communes, 
their younger counterparts are glomming 
onto the same cooperative ideals — albeit 
in a slightly less opulent form. Even as 
high-priced, communal citadels sprout up 
in Alamo Square, funkier co-living spaces 
are appearing in the Mission, featuring 
dorm-style rooms, roof decks, and extremely 
limited street parking. The best among these 
is 20Mission, a 41-room complex founded 
by Bitcoin trader and entrepreneur Jered 
Kenna, who recruited an international 
group of start-up founders and artists to 
coexist there. With a chicken coop, shared 
kitchen, and commanding view of the city’s 
downtown, it has the feel of university 
student housing — the residents are young, 
the parties are crowded, the idealism is 
embedded in the architecture. And here’s 
another perk: Kenna accepts rent in Bitcoin. 


BEST BITCOIN EVANGELIST 
Brewster Kahle 

300 Funston, 561-6767 
archive.org/details/kahle 

Fortune seems to turn overnight for Bitcoin, 
the once-promising digital currency that bal- 
looned in January, plummeted in March, and 
still retained a stalwart following in San Fran- 
cisco. Through it all, Internet Archive founder 
Brewster Kahle never lost faith. He still 
accepts Bitcoin payments for the Archive’s af- 
fordable housing complex, still pays some of 
his employees in digital tender, and still buys 
Bento boxes from a Bitcoin-friendly sushi 
restaurant near the Richmond District. Even 
after a large exchange sputtered in Tokyo, 
Kahle went to bat for the embattled currency. 
If it can withstand these stresses, he insists, 
it'll come out stronger. He'll trade a little hip- 
ster cachet for a healthy transaction system. 


BEST PLACE TO GET 
ARRESTED 

Glen Park Library 

2825 Diamond, 355-2858 

sfpl.org 

It’s only fitting that a city awash in tech 
would produce the nerdiest criminals, which 


might explain why the city’s most dramatic 
crime bust of 2013 took place in the temper- 
ate confines of a library. Ross Ulbricht — the 
alleged Dread Pirate Roberts who operated 

a famous black market Internet site called 
Silk Road — was nabbed while pecking at a 
laptop, in the middle of the afternoon, amid 
bookshelves brimming with science fiction 
novels. Two Glen Park librarians say they 
heard a sharp thunk and assumed that one 
of their more enfeebled patrons had fallen 
off a chair; when they ran over to investi- 
gate, they saw Ulbricht pinned to a window, 
surrounded by well-muscled FBI agents. 
Within minutes, the scene became legend. 


BEST UP-AND-COMING 
POLITICAL KVETCH 

Jon Golinger 
nowallonthewaterfront.com 

North Beach activist Jon Golinger was too 
clever by half when he finagled his way 

into writing the “opposing view” to the 
waterfront height limit measure he champi- 
oned. This was bad PR for the slow-growth 
development critics enjoying a resurgence 
in this city. Other than that, however, the 
diminutive political giant-killer has had a hell 


of a run. He helped quash the 8 Washing- 
ton development after a strenuous signa- 
ture-gathering drive and a lopsided Novem- 
ber vote. And now he and his allies have set 
their sights on forcing any major waterfront 
development to be sanctioned by the elector- 
ate. It’s a measure all but certain to pass and 
even more certain to inspire righteous reams 
of litigation. Love him or hate him, and love 
or hate what he stands for, but destroying 
the city’s powers-that-be at the ballot box 
portends well in this most political of cities. 


BEST SUREFIRE 

POLITICAL CAUSE 

Smartphone Kill-Switch Bill by 
Mark Leno and George Gascon 
senate.ca.gov/leno 

Supervisor David Chiu might be courting 
the roller disco vote as he jockeys for state 
Assembly, but District Attorney George 
Gascon and Sen. Mark Leno have found an 
even more appealing cause célébre for a city 
beset by gadget theft. Their new kill-switch 
bill, which cleared its first Senate committee 
hearing in April, will require all manufactur- 
ers to bake anti-theft technology into their 
mobile devices, so that consumers have to 
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VW Asian 


THE ART OF TRANSFORMATION 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM THROUGH MAY 25 
www.asianart.org/yoga 
#ArtofYoga 


Yoga: The Art of Transformation is the world’s first 
major art exhibition about yoga. It explores yoga’s 
fascinating history and Its transformation into a global 
phenomenon with millions of practitioners. Highlights 
include stunning masterpieces of Indian sculpture and 
painting; pages from the first illustrated book of yoga 
postures (asanas); and a Thomas Edison film, Hindoo 
Fakir (1902), the first American movie ever produced 
about India. 


See it for just $10 on Thursday nights when we're 
open until 9 pm. Enjoy the exhibition and the museum 
in all its evening beauty, and that’s not all—usually 
there are programs ranging from expert talks to events 
with local artists, DJ music, and more. 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM 
Chong-Moon Lee Center 
for Asian Art & Culture 


Yoga: The Art of Transformation was organized by the Arthur M. Sackler 
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution with support from the Friends of the Freer and 
Sackler Galleries, the Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne and the Ebrahimi Family 
Foundation. Presentation at the Asian Art Museum is made possible with the 
generous support of Helen and Rajnikant Desai, The Bernard Osher Foundation, 
AGO (arin Sireet E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, Kumar and Vijaya Malavalli, 

; Society for Asian Art, and Walter & Elise Haas Fund. Image: Three aspects of 
San Francisco, CA 94102 the Absolute (detail), page 1 from a manuscript of the Nath Charit, 1823, by 
415.581.3500 Bulaki (Indian, active early 1800s). India; Rajasthan state, former kingdom of 
wuiwrasianartor Marwar, Jodhpur. Opaque watercolor, gold, and tin alloy on paper. Courtesy of 

: (OFS the Mehrangarh Museum Trust, RJS 2399. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
ANTIQUES 








The Heart of Sonoma County’s Antique Row 






All sales benefit Food For Thought 
Sonoma County AIDS Food Bank, 
which provides healthy groceries 

to more than 675 people in Sonoma 
County living with HIV/AIDS. 


Featuring an eclectic mix of antiques and vintage goods, 
from heirloom jewelry to rusty farm tools. Open 11 - 5 daily. 


707 823.3101 * 2701 Gravenstein Hwy S. Sebastopol * www.fftantiques.com 


DRINKS | 
= FREE OPEN MIC 
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AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS AND PARTIES OF 30-300 PEOPLE 
EMAIL AARON@SWMH.COM 


MARIN'S PREMIER LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT VENUE 


19 CORTE MADERA AVE | MILL VALLEY, CA | SWEETWATERMUSICHALL, COM 
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“opt out,” rather than opt in. If passed into 
law, this would be among the first concert- 
ed efforts to curb smartphone robbery, 
commonly known as “Apple picking,” on a 
statewide level; legislators in New York, Min- 
nesota, and Illinois are pushing similar bills. 


BEST SIMMERING POLITICAL 
SLUGFEST 

David us. David in the 

Assembly Race 

davidcampossf.com 

votedavidchiu.com 

San Francisco's political spectrum is fa- 
mously wafer thin; the rancorous distinc- 
tion between pro-business moderates and 
huarache-shod progressives vanishes upon 
reaching Sacramento, where legislators 
from elsewhere in the state unashamedly 
eat meat and wear cowboy hats in their 
official photos. Even by San Francisco’s 
impressively parochial standards, howev- 
er, this is getting ridiculous: Voters this 
year have a choice for Assembly candidate 
between a short, Harvard-educated lawyer 
and former supervisor named David, anda 
short, Harvard-educated lawyer and former 
supervisor named David. David Chiu — 
he’s the short, Harvard-educated lawyer 
and former supe — and David Campos 

— so’s he — can spend hours elucidating 
their differences (believe us). But, on issues 
of statewide importance, it’s hard to really 
separate them. Naturally, the narrower the 
gap between the candidates’ ideologies, 
the nastier and more hard-fought the race 
will be. This one promises to be a blazing 
bantamweight boxing match — and you're 
the judges who'll decide the winner. 


BEST BRIDGE NO ONE 
WILL EVER CALL BY ITS 
PROPER NAME 

The Willie L. Brown, Jr. Bridge 
emperornortonbaybridge.com 
Granted, we're short a few orgies and be- 
headings. But there was a certain Caligu- 
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Willie L. Brown, Jr. 
Bridge naming ceremon 
on Treasure Island 


la-like liberation in not even bothering to 
obscure overt political unseemliness when 
the Legislature obediently renamed a perfect- 
ly good bridge after Willie “Ayatollah of the 
Assembly” Brown. There are any number of 
reasons why this move contravened the Leg- 
islature’s own rules — Brown lives, breathes, 
and writes entire newspaper columns about 
deviled eggs, for one thing. But who cares? 
Really, who cares? This was the rancid cherry 
atop San Francisco’s sundae of corruption. 
In the end, no one will call this structure the 
“Willie L. Brown, Jr. Bridge,” even though 

it is. And no one will call this city “Willie 

L. Brown, Jr.’s City.” Even though it is. 


BEST USER OF CARTOONS AS 
METAPHOR FOR CHANGING 
TIMES 

Sirron Norris 

1406B Valencia, 648-4191 
sirronnorris.com 

It’s often said that to understand society, 
look at its artists. To get an idea of how much 
this once-quirky city has grown up, look no 
further than Sirron Norris. The muralist 
who created the “cartoon literalism” genre 
once addressed issues of gentrification with 
paintings like Victorion: El Defensor de la Mis- 
sion. These days he has his own studio, and 
commercial projects ranging from cartoons 
on Fox to paintings commissioned by the 
InterContinental hotel. “When I started, [my 
art] was really more urban because the city 
was like that,” Norris says. “But as commer- 
cial work came in, I had to tell other people’s 
stories.” The themes of his work might have 
changed, but it looks better than ever. We 
could say the same thing about San Francisco. 


BEST NORTH AMERICAN 
TREE-CLIMBING CHAMPION 
Chad Brey 
treeclimbingteamusa.blogspot.com 
San Francisco is a city with no shortage of 
champions; Tim Lincecum has two World 
Series rings to his name and may soon be 


Mike Koozmin 


Willie L Brown Jr 
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Nicholas Crawford 


an honoree for “Best Preteen Please Sell Me 
Beer ’Stache” at the Beard and Mustache 
Internationals. But, a lesser-known champ 
walks among us. Actually, he’s probably 
overhead. Arborist Chad Brey — whose 
voicemail message accurately posits he’s 
probably in a tree instead of taking your 


aad e 


ne 





call — emerged from last month's North 
American Tree Climbing Championship 

as continental No. 1. The Mission dweller 
outclassed the biggest names in tree-climb- 
ing to win the big prize — a chainsaw, a 
belt buckle, and $400. He’ll also be repre- 
senting our continent at August’s Inter- 
national Championships in Milwaukee. 
And, yes, he’s paying his own way there. 


BEST INVENTOR 

Ralf Hotchkiss 
whirlwindwheelchair.org 

Ralf Hotchkiss is an engineering professor 
at SF State and the founder of Whirlwind 
Wheelchairs International, an organization 
that has been designing wheelchairs for use 
and manufacture in developing countries 
for more than 35 years. They are made to 
be durable and cheap for people in urban 
and rural settings alike. The organization's 
mission is to make it possible for every 
person in the developing world who needs 
a wheelchair to obtain one, thus leading 

to maximum personal independence and 
integration into society. Hotchkiss is a 
paraplegic and has been in a wheelchair 
since a motorcycle accident in Ohio at 






70 miles north of San Francisco. 
A million miles from stress. 
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18. He got the idea for these alternative 
wheelchairs when his own wheelchair 
tipped over due to a faulty wheel and poor 
overall design. His designs come from 
objects he saw during his travels, such as 
shopping carts in Zimbabwe and chairs 

in Vietnam. Tens of thousands of wheel- 
chairs are distributed every year in various 
local shops in 42 different countries, thus 
supporting regional economies as well. 


BEST APPROACHABLE 

LOCAL CELEBRITY 

Tom Sweeney 

What started off as a summer job ended up 
becoming the career of a lifetime for Tom 
Sweeney, who has been lead doorman at 
the Sir Francis Drake Hotel for more than 
35 years. Clad in his distinctive red British 
Beefeater uniform, Sweeney is one of those 
instantly recognizable faces in S.F’s ebb 
and flow of residents and tourists, and 
though he’s always free for a picture, the 
man is also great at his job, and can hail you 
a cab in an instant or carry your luggage 
gracefully into the historic Prohibition-era 
edifice. Aside from his brimming grin 
sandwiched between jolly red cheeks, it’s 


hard to forget Sweeney’s signature move: 
His hands become air guns as he shouts 
a jubilant “Oh yeeeahh” like the Kool-Aid 
Man. Sweeney even has a sidewalk plaque 
honoring his presence as one of the few 


living monuments in San Francisco. 


BEST CHEAP VALENTINE 
DATE ENDUP 

Grandview Park 

15th Avenue and Moraga 

Chocolate hearts cost money. Steak dinners 
cost money. Living in San Francisco costs 
lots of money. So you might as well enjoy 
the view. And if chocolate and steak and 
other Valentine’s Day necessities have led to 
sweetheart letters from the debt collectors, 
you could do worse than squiring your 
date to Grandview Park. The hill, visible 
throughout the Sunset, offers a 270-de- 
gree view of the city; the flatlands stretch 
to the ocean; the Golden Gate Bridge 

and downtown peek through the clouds; 
Golden Gate Park shines a verdant green; 
and Sutro Tower looms in the distance 

like one of Charles Eiffel’s early rejects. If 
all goes well, however, the view will be an 
afterthought. And, if not — hell of a view. 


Thankfully, 


there’s Healdsburg. 


Healdsburg Chamber of 
Commerce 


(707) 433-6935 


Start your journey at 
HEALDSBURG.com 
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MORE INSPIRATION 
MORE INFORMATION 
MORE IMAGINATION 


MORE 


LIBRARY HOURS 


San Francisco Public Library is adding more hours 
at neighborhood branch libraries, starting May 10. 


Visit sfpl.org/hours to find your library’s new hours. 


6) 


San Francisco Public Library 





chizophrenia? 


If you or a loved one suffers 
from Schizophrenia, you 
may want to consider the 
option of a clinical research 
study. PRP is looking for 
participants for a study 
testing a new investigational 
medication. 


Qualified participants receive study related 
medical care and study medication at no cost and 
may be compensated for time and travel. 


Pacific mmc LUCA t-te 
877-602-5777 
www.pacifictrials.com 
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BEST GHOST 

OF RAILROADS PAST 

Juri Commons 

Guerrero and 26th St. 
sfrecpark.org/destination/juri-commons 
The future of parks and recreation in San 
Francisco is being built in Dolores Park, but a 
glimpse of the past can be found a mere mile 
to the south: Juri Commons, a tiny, blink- 


and-you ll-miss-it strip that cuts a narrow 
diagonal for a single block between Guerrero 
and San Jose. Twenty-five feet wide and 120 
feet long, this mellow community park is one 
of the few visual remnants of the long-de- 
funct San Francisco-San Jose Railroad line, 
and while it’s far too small and intimate to 
be a replacement for Dolores Park revelry, it’s 
a perfect destination for a weekend stroll. 


BEST GNOURING 
MET AIPKIOR FOR S.F: 
The GOW RUSH 


BY BENJAMIN WACHS 


San Franciscans like the idea 
that history repeats itself about as 
much as we like the idea that Repub- 
licans win elections. We’re not only 
against it in theory, we're trying to stop 
it in practice. 

Our cadre of activists thinks of them- 
selves as solving historic injustices. All 
we have to do is get people to open their 
eyes to the horror of racism, and it will fi- 
nally be over. Our resident techies like to 
think they’re disrupting the world 
through innovation — something no 
one has ever thought of before. All we 
have to do is get our next round of fund- 
ing ... or grow our user base ... or fix the 
bug in our user interface ... and nothing 
will ever be the same. 

The truth is that San Francisco’s been 
there, done that. Because not only does 
history repeat itself, so do we. 

As legendary San Francisco historian 
Charles Fracchia has written, San Francis- 
co’s collective unconscious was forged in 
the Gold Rush — a heady time when vast 
untapped wealth suggested anything was 
possible. Need a new house? All you have 
to do is find some gold in them thar hills. 
Did San Francisco need more homes? We 
were getting richer every day. Everything 
we needed, back in those days, was just 
one more strike away. 

It’s an attitude that’s stuck with us ever 
since, like coal dust in our lungs. 

In our collective unconscious, we area 
city of eternal gold rush — and salvation, 
of whatever kind, is just one strike away. 

It’s why city activists have never fought 
for steady, incremental change — forging 

coalitions and struggling for lasting or- 


ganizational strength — and instead be- 
have as though they are one big push 
away from turning the tide on everything. 
Want to end BART police brutality? Don't 
create an electoral coalition to replace the 
BART board — stage a protest to end rac- 
ism! Want to end the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq? Don't bother trying to reach out to 
people who disagree with you to form alli- 
ances that can lead to electoral change 
over a series of years — hold an even big- 
ger antiwar march than you held the last 
time! If the next march is even bigger, it’s 
sure to work! 

It’s why gurus and personal trainers of 
all kinds flock here, making a mint out of 
people eager to hear they’re just one yoga 
pose, one diet, one spiritual transforma- 
tion, away from perfect happiness: All 
they have to do is hit gold. 

It’s why tech 1.0, and 2.0, and 3.0, keep 
happening here. Because people who 
think they’re one step away from chang- 
ing the world come to San Francisco. They 
can't help themselves. The idea that all 
the potential in the world is waiting be- 
neath our feet runs too deep. 

Far from being innovators, we are the 
recurring sweet words that San Francisco 
whispers to America: That from the top of 
these mountains you can see the prom- 
ised land, just a step further, one more big 
push, one more righteous change that will 
finally set this broken world right. 

The words come through our mouths, 
but they are San Francisco’s, every time. 
The next boom will be no different. Nei- 
ther will the one after that. 

The weight of our footsteps only 
makes this well-worn path that much 
deeper. 





BEST OE SaN FRANEISEO ZO 14 PEOPLE E PLACES 


BEST OUTDOOR VIEW where modern television was created. cluster around a water cooler somewhere fringes in ways that may not be so bad. 
OF THE CITY Yes, TV was birthed in San Francisco by and discuss the latest twist on Game of The construction of St. Mary’s was part 
Ina Coolbrith Park one of the most unknown inventors of Thrones, Mad Men, or other products of of a larger movement to revitalize the 
Vallejo & Taylor the 20th century, the 21-year-old Philo T. the medium Farnsworth helped create. structure and order of the Roman Catho- 
sfrecpark.org/destination/ina-coolbrith- | Farnsworth, a pioneer in electronics who lic Church in the late ’60s. Revitalizing a 
park invented and patented the first operational BEST MODERN CHURCH 2,000-year-old religion meant changing 
Twin Peaks may be the go-to spot for a all-electronic television system on Sept. ARCHITECTURE and modernizing ways of expressing faith 
seat with a view, but it’s not the only one 7, 1927. The inventor and several dedi- The Cathedral of St. Mary in practices, and that even extended into 
in town. Instead, try Russian Hill and, cated assistants successfully transmitted of the Assumption architecture. The cathedral was designed 
more specifically, Ina Coolbrith Park. Built the first television image from this Green 1111 Gough, 567-2020 by famed Italian designer Pietro Belluschi, 
into the side of the steep hill, the park Street site, once their laboratory and now stmarycathedralsf.org dean of the MIT School of Architecture 
may not offer much in square acreage, an office building where people no doubt Leave it to the Catholics to take faith to and Planning at the time, and dedicated in 


but it more that holds its own against 
the bigger parks in town with its views. 
Named after California’s first poet laureate, 
who was a companion and mentor to 
Mark Twain and Jack London, the park’s 
sightlines reach poetic levels. From one 
of its many benches, you can get a clear 
view of all the major landmarks — Alca- 
traz, Transamerica Pyramid, Chinatown, 
Pier 39, and even a hint of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. Stay still and you'll see and 
hear the parrots and hummingbirds that 
reside in the park and surrounding areas. 


BEST INDOOR VIEW 

OF THE CITY 

The View, top of the 

Marriott Marquis 

780 Mission, 39th floor, 896-1600 
sfviewlounge.com 

Let’s be real. As much as we pride our- 
selves on being in tune with nature and 
watching the sunset from a beautiful spot, Lea se S O IVI a —_ Live Mi Osso 
we secretly love being indoors, because it 

means we're out of the wind and fog. For an 


ee Jencteci 
asionthine vents ewan ta younerel Interactive apartment living in the C) of SoMa. Now Pre-leasing! 


in sheer visual overload, visit the top floor Eat. Drink. Walk. See. Run. Stretch. Fix. Wash. Live. 


of the Marriott Marquis and its restaurant, Mosso hits the spot — a happy, vibrant hub of colorful SoMa living. 
aptly called The View, which delivers on its 


name with a nearly 360-degree perspective Discover why Mosso is ossom at MossoSF.com 


of San Francisco. Watch the sun wane over 


Twin Peaks or count the stars against the FEATURES AND AMENITIES 
spectacular light show from Financial Dis- 
trict buildings. It wouldn’t shock us if you Polished quartz Bike Fixit Rooftop Patio 
spend hours there nibbling on your food countertops Dog/Bike Wash Solarium/ 
and gazing out the window, mesmerized by Sininless-ctacl Bike Storage Chef's Kitchen 
the city’s rhythms. We've done it ourselves. appliances/fixtures Storage Lockers Park 
MOST UNDERRATED In-home washer/dryer Fitness Center ST OUneUIOOn icra 
HISTORICAL SPOT Wide plank floors Tech Room In most : 

: apartment homes 
The Philo T. Farnsworth Plaque Siediiechen cabiner Outdoor Lounge 
202 Green Game Table 

. _— 

While the Golden Gate Bridge and the Private balconies 
Transamerica building make an appearance 
in every S.E-based television show, there’s Please call for details 1-866-275-8745 900 Folsom St., San Francisco, CA 


one historical spot that will probably never 


5, Mosso 


be featured on the small screen. Which 
is more than a little ironic considering 
its subject matter: This small plaque at 
the base of Telegraph Hill marks the spot 
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Hre y 
unhappy 


with YOU 


ap rr, : 


1971. Primarily a minimalist edifice, the place is the city’s oldest building and best 


SF WEEKLY.COM 





ceiling and dome are the most controver- example of early and traditional religious 


sial details of the building among church architecture. Founded in 1776, Mission 
members to this day. It strongly resem- Dolores, as it is affectionately called, was 
bles the agitator of a washing machine, the center for Spanish monks during their 
thus earning the nickname “Our Lady of colonization of the California coast for the 
Maytag Cathedral.” Totally puts a new Spanish Empire. This religious temple is 

the oldest intact mission of the remaining 
21 others in California. It has adobe walls 


4 feet thick, and the original redwood logs 


spin on new religious architecture, right? 


BEST TRADITIONAL CHURCH 
ARCHITECTURE 

Mission San Francisco de Asis 
3321 16th St., 621-8203 
missiondolores.org 

Although Dolores Park may be the site for 
those wishing to indulge in human banal- 


supporting the roof still remain in place. 
Visit the museum next door, which features 


Are uou interested in having revision surgery? 
Hre you a woman 1|8 years or older’? 


early relics from the Mission days. The 
cemetery garden in the back is the resting 
place of early Hispanic land barons whose 


od dd 


names grace some of our favorite neighbor- 
hoods, like Bernal Heights and Noe Valley. 
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Ulease contact: 
Gabriel Kind, MD / Kind Chang Plastic Surgery 


(415) 565-6884 
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MEDICAL CANNABIS PROVIDER 
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BEST SAIN FRANCISCO 
INS TRIGRAM FEEOS 


BY JUAN DEANDA 


Instagramming every mo- 
ment has become a way of life for many 
San Franciscans, and we’re not alone. 
With more than 150 million active us- 
ers worldwide, there have already been 
16 billion photos and videos shared 
through the social media platform. 
Although the scale may be impressive, 
we do lament that not all that content 
out there is exactly appealing. Between 
the blurry selfies, sepia filters applied 
to food, and typical black-and-whites 
of monuments, it can be hard to find 
images that live up to the photo-shar- 
ing program’s promise. But here are 


and hangs out at Molotov’s. The 
S.F. force is strong with this one. 


@OscarWas Taken 

This is the personal account of Oscar 
Nilsson, the curator of the loving 
tribute account for San Francisco 
called eNoWrongWaySF. Although No 
Wrong Way SF is gorgeous, Nilsson’s 
personal account shows a kindred love 
for a city that embraces all. Original- 
ly from Sweden, he relocated to San 
Francisco to attend the Academy of 
Art. We witness Nilsson become a 
San Franciscan through the chroni- 
cling of his adventures in the city. 


Gvoow Kaaw -t Sao bratcsco’s Presver MecVca) Caneaiis (sperisary ee pound; offer Me very dest 
sevectaan of cannabis flowers, coscentates, edities avd fiactuves w the Bay Ares some of the best San Francisco-based 
Instagram accounts that bring fresh @Balletrusse 

Bloow Roun és located on Jessie St, off Mint Para, near Bie Battie Coffee and the Westfiets angles to the city we call home. Maria Kochetkova is a Russian ballet- 
Sopooy Center. [he storetrow! doce is a cowrfertaive sete! ovo Ate dwsile ard dostle of fhe inaanda principal dancer for the San 
SOAS / Financial Oistne! aed is cornice mio its ney cw Vapor (oange : : 

MM / Francial Oxsine! avd cs carypiete ont ay wwe Hayany (oa @MikeyK & @Kevin Francisco Ballet company. Kochetkova’s 

| ; Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger account demonstrates that a prima balle- 

We striee fo evivcats aw series about fhe aveticay scence af camnads and fo ofty 2 corniwtads : : eieaions Tae ; ; 

Te are Se RY SO la he Ee 7 are the San Francisco masterminds rina’s life is more than just tutus and pir- 
wir, 4003 Sai Oreo for [kati fo Aes Fev Cee Arecvcieg Ai * oaY OMIMING 4 MD 
tested for pefeecy aed penitied fo De free af mkt review: ar sesticates who engineered this addictive app. ouettes. Through her behind-the-scenes 
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They created and set the standard 
for “artsy” photos with square 
crops and filters, and continue to 


festivals, goes to farmers markets, 


posts we are a captive audience, seeing 
the production that is her dancing life. 


tic caeieiaretire wikiele It seam post nicely composed vignettes @JulieGeb 
about their lives in the Bay Area. Julie Gebhardt proves that beauty is 
in the details. Instead of focusing on 

a £ er voovevanist @ChewbaccaSF vague and distant buildings, Gebhardt 
a ¥ Chewbacca has landed in the City by zooms in on mostly doors, locks, and 
= std the Bay from a galaxy far, far away, windows to highlight the vibrant diver- 
Ss SUN-THURS: | TAN - SPM Fope Pro Rol with this Ad! and now he’s a local just like the rest sity in San Francisco neighborhood ar- 

FRI-SAT: }1AM -10PW so an SN te of us. He attends San Francisco music chitecture. These close-ups offer anoth- 


er way of experiencing our foggy city. 









san Francisco’s hottest new address is just a block away from AT&T Park! 
Channel Mission Bay features a spectacular three-level fitness experience, a 
courtyard with open-air gathering places, a sexy pool, view lounges and more. 
The apartment homes are luxe to the max with keyless entries and central AC! 





CALL TODAY! 
" Get onthe list 


The location is on the T-line and close to everywhere. We’re more than half leased, 
So get your move on to your new home base. 





NEW APARTMENT HOMES 
IN SAN FRANCISCO'S MISSION BAY 


Just across the channel from AT&T Park! 


185 channel street 
san francisco, ca 94158 
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Learn To Sail 
(415) 543-7333 


Save 20% 
Basic Sailing-1 $295 


Regular Cost $375 
Must mention 
the secret word 
“Jennifer” 


SPITIMIAKER 
SAILIM|IG iancsco 


Pier 40 (next to AT&T). San Francisco 





Iirake, Your Staff,Sailing 


- hen php, ' | 
There’s no better way to build 
a great team than SAILING 


41595437333 


www.rendezvouscharters.com 


REY HASSAN 


(415) 823-8200 


superlaw1 23(dgmail.com 





Bring this ad to the Jelly Belly Visitor Center 


for 20% off your purchase!* 


“Belly Flops®, Café, and sale items not included. 
Expires: 5/2015 * Code: SFM BSF 2014 
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BEST VICTORIAN HOUSES TO 
TAKE PICTURES IN FRONT OF 
The McElroy Octagon House & 
The Feusier Octagon House 

2645 Gough and 1067 Green 
nscda.org/museums2/ca-octagonhouse. 
html 
noehill.com/sf/landmarks/sf036.asp 
The Painted Ladies are such a cliché. For a 
truly unique Victorian facade that will get 
people commenting, try these eight-walled 
beauties. The distinctive powder-blue 
McElroy home was built in 1861 by architect 
William C. McElroy and the sunshine-yel- 
low Feusier Octagon home by book agent 
George Kenny in 1857, during a time when 
the nation worried about how the shapes of 
rooms and the interior decor could benefit 
or hinder human mental development. 
Orson Squire Fowler, a phrenologist and 
lecturer, popularized this design of homes 

in his seminars, based on a theory that 

the shape would allow more light to enter 
the home to stimulate intellectual growth. 
He became so influential that houses with 
eight-sided floor plans began to be erected 
and constructed throughout the nation. Only 
a few thousand remain intact, and in San 


Francisco, these are the only two examples. 


BEST RUIN 

Sutro Baths 

Point Lobos Ave. 

and the Pacific Ocean 

Guess what? San Francisco is changing. 
The city of today looks and feels less and 
less like the iterations of yesteryear. If Star 
Trek: Into Darkness has it right, tomorrow’s 
version will resemble a bright, cheery Blade 
Runner, but with cable cars and a bionic 
Benedict Cumberbatch disturbing the peace. 
In the midst of tomorrow’s world 


today, however, it’s reassuring that, on the 
far western edge of this city of ours, rests a 
vestige of deep yesterday. Sutro Baths, often 
shrouded in a poignant fog, is a ruin within 
a bustling metropolis, the twisted rebar 

and algae-choked basins of what once was a 
thriving community hub, social center, ice 
rink, and vast repository of prior residents’ 
childhood nostalgia. Now that’s all gone. 
What remains is a place of repose in an 
increasingly frenetic realm. And, yes, it’s free. 


BEST PLACE TO WATCH 

THE CITY GENTRIFY BEFORE 
YOUR EYES 

Starr King Open Space 

1215 Carolina, 633-6756 
starrkingopenspace.org 

“Slums with bay windows,” Tom Wolfe called 
our collection of bright-colored boxes stuck 
on the hillsides. They might have been made 
of ticky-tacky, but nowadays our real estate 
is coveted the world over and commands 
dump-trucks full of solid gold. Ponder the 
meaning of this modern-day woodframe 
Cibola from this undeveloped and unchanged 
perch near a working-class San Franciscans’ 
school. From this Potrero view, a grassy field 
edged by visible serpentine rock formations, 
you can see clear across the entire Mission 
District, past Noe Valley, all the way to Twin 
Peaks — a billion-dollar view, indeed. It’s a 
commanding perch from which to watch the 
cranes go up downtown and the poor people 
go out from everywhere else. Is that a moving 
truck or a sheriff serving an eviction notice? 
If a humble Queen Anne cottage is flipped 
twice a year and nobody is evicted, do the 
protesters make a sound? The details may be 
hard to parse from this vantage point, but it 


all looks like gentrification in a certain light. 
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MAKE THE MOVE TODAY 
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aiatiile): 


PERFECTIOB 
GRACIOUS 
JAND SPACIOUS: 


TWO AND THREE BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
8 TENTH STREET - SAN FRANCISCO - CA 94103 


RENTNEMA.COM / 415-881-5066 / FHifiw #RENTNEMA 


IN ©4 + 3 Tog =) ie wes = CCTs Is Nod OLO)\V WV IOINIE DG 


a Crescent Heights® is a service mark used by a group of limited liability companies and partnerships. NEMA is being developed by Tenth and Market, LLC, which is a separate, single purpose entity that is solely responsi 
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WORLD-CLASS RESULTS JEAN HONORE FRAGONARD Tele sii=s 


Portrait of Francois-Henri,5th duc d’Harcourt (415) AUCTION 
AT s1@ NHAM S Sold for $27,948,000 Taleb Ks\@) ole) alar=laatsmere)an 
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©2014 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808 
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BEST SYMBOL CONNECTING 
S.F. WITH ITS WHIMSICAL 
PAST 

The Doggie Diner Heads 

You stop, suddenly, in the middle of the side- 
walk. You tell your date that you know — just 
know — that somewhere nearby something 
really interesting is about to happen. You've 
just spotted three 10-foot-tall fiberglass dog 
heads wearing chef hats. For 20 years, it’s 
never failed. Ever since the local “Doggie Din- 
er” chain closed, former Cacophanist John 
Law has been pulling these enigmatic mascots 
to countercultural events. Street festivals, art 
parties, bizarre documentaries, pranks-in- 
the-park: If you see the Doggie Diner Heads, 
you know you're within a block of the next 
epic happening to join San Francisco's storied 


history. A successful Kickstarter to refurbish 








BEST BAND 


the Doggie Diner Heads means we'll get 20 
more years out of them, iconically connecting 
pranksters past, present, and future. 


BEST EXPLANATION 

OF SAN FRANCISCO’S 
WHIMSICAL PAST 

Tales of the San Francisco 
Cacophony Society 
lastgasp.com/d/38983/tales-of-the- 
san-francisco-cacophony-society 

Too many new kids coming in and putting 
down four grand on a studio apartment think 
cultures like this one are easy to create. All 
you have to do is wear the right costumes to 
the right parties, and you're doing what those 
glorious clowns in the ’80s and ’90s did, right? 
SantaCon? Salmon swimming upstream 

at Bay to Breakers? Wrong. Generations of 


Pres 
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genius jokesters struggled to make San Fran- 
cisco the city of jest it is today, and until you 
read Tales of the Cacophony Society, you don't 
know nuthin’ about them. The book is a visu- 
ally stunning repository of the oral history of 
San Francisco's greatest goofs, and the editors 





_ 
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take great pains to give every prankster who 
ever made the city chuckle their due. 


BEST EXPLANATION 

OF SAN FRANCISCO’S 
WHIMSICAL FUTURE 

The Book of the IS 

bookoftheis.com 

Why are we still talking about the anti-au- 
thoritarian old-timers who raised hilarious 
hell in the ’80s and ’90s? San Francisco 
needs new blood to step up to the plate and 
throw All Worlds Fairs and Emperor Norton 
Baptisms. Their Bible: The Book of the IS, by 
Chicken John Rinaldi (and SF Weekly contrib- 
utor Benjamin Wachs). While it covers a lot 
of what made the old days great, it is primar- 
ily a step-by-step guide to living your life as 
art in the here and now. Fans of this limited 





BEST QUIZ edition Buide are creating events today ue 
The Sam Chase — NIGHT snplinerpemekohirneinten ts 
S h oT We | | S to save an art performance space. Successful- 
BEST BLOG ly. Grab a copy — if you can find one. 
The Bold Italic BEST GALLERY : 
BEST COMEDIAN 111 Minna BEST SUNDAY 7 Dear Diary, | 
Andrew BEST MUSEUM FUNDAY | have learned that there is a | 
Holmgren de Young Dolan BR en ares 
BEST DANCE Museum BEST THEATER if is in the service of enlerlain- 
1 fs ment or bellerment. \here is a 
COMPANY BEST MUSIC san Francisco 1 church wherein you strap wheels 
ODC FESTIVAL Neo-Futurists | fo your feet and perambulate 
H Gd rd | UY iV with others. There are vast fairs _ 
BEST DJ : BEST WRITER | of music and food in the woods. 
Ami Lawless Strictly Da Ve Eggers | : , | There are rooms sel aside for 
Blueg rdass | . | pe and dancing performances 
| BEST RADIO BEST DANCE | an burlesques. Indeed, there 
4 STATION BEST MC PARTY are cl ways To express 
F | | | oneself here. | qave a readin | 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS - MUSIC DIRECTOR 





Nothing says summer like live music. 


oe P 
-- .* 
~ - 4 Joined by lovely lead chanteuse Storm Large, this 
cosmopolitan, multi-lingual concert showcases Pink 


ARRIVAL, the world’s greatest ABBA show band, takes 
center stage to perform hits like “Dancing Queen,” 


. Martini’s intoxicatingly international mix of “Waterloo,” and many more of the pop hits that shot 





cabaret, samba, and jazz. the original group to international super stardom. 


The SFS is joined by jazz pianist Makoto Ozone for Cheyenne Jackson returns to lead the audience on a 


Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, Ravel’s Boléro, and walk down cinematic memory lane as he sings famous 





Bernstein’s Symphonic Dances from West Side tunes from classic moments in American film. 


Story, in a fusion of jazz and the symphony orchestra. 


The SFS presents Pixar in Concert, with visually Iconic rock singer-songwriter and guitarist Melissa 
Etheridge joins the SFS to perform classic hits like 
“Come to My Window” and “I’m the Only One” 


Monsters University, performed live by the Orchestra. alongside material from her latest studio album. 


stunning clips and memorable scores from each of 





Pixar’s movies, including their latest release, 








Sponsored by KORET 


FOUNDATION 











Edwin Outwater and the SFS reveal the revolutionary 


secrets of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 ina visually 


Grab your Pink Ladies and your T-Birds to watcha enhanced performance. 





movie musical you can’t help but hand jive to. Sing 
along as you watch, with props, dancing, costumes, 





\ 


Buy tickets now for the best seats! — ee : | LI | 
SFSYMPHONY.ORG/SUMMER (415) 864-6000 


and more! 





Chevron 7 Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. 
LEAD SPONSOR ™ ada NG en ; *Subject to availability. t The San Francisco Symphony does not appear on this concert. **Please note: no film clips will be shown during this concert. 
oe, vf Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun noon-6pm. Walk Up Grove St. between Van Ness and Franklin 
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ARTS E ENTERTAINMENT 


BEST NEW SPACE FOR 
LITERARY READINGS 

La Movida 

3066 24th St., 282-3066 
lamovidasf.com 

Though open less than a year, La Movida 
has already distinguished itself in the city’s 
cultural scene by hosting a phalanx of San 
Francisco literary events, including some of 
the most venerable, like “Inside Storytime” 
and a session of Litquake. It’s rapidly 
becoming a center of S.F’s independent 
literary scene. That’s not because there’s 
anything especially literary about La Mov- 
ida. It’s a quality wine bar with great food, 
but there’s no “writing” theme there and, 
in fact, it’s got no natural stage and medi- 
ocre acoustics. What it has going for it is a 
passion for hosting — repeatedly reaching 
out, always being gracious and cooperative, 
and taking “Yes” for an answer. The result: 
Indie writers show up. A lot. 


BEST WEST COAST LIT 
JOURNAL 

ZYZZYVA 

zyzzyva.org 

Founded and then helmed by Howard 
Junker for 26 years, ZYZZYVA once only 
published writers living on the West Coast 
— many of whom have since become im- 
portant voices (Kay Ryan, Sherman Alexie, 
Wanda Coleman, Brenda Hillman, the first 
English translation of Haruki Murakami). 
Since Laura Cogan and Oscar Villalon 
took over in 2011, they’ve made some 
major changes: an elegant print redesign, 
a revamp of the website, and regular event 
programming (about 20 a year). They’ve 
also opened up space to feature writers 
from around the country and run special 
features like reportage on the drug war in 


La Movida 





Elijah Nouvelage 


Mexico. The latest issue, No. 100, features 
an unbelievable list of contributors, includ- 
ing Ryan, Rebecca Solnit, Daniel Handler, 
and Robert Hass. 


BEST YEAR-ROUND FESTIVAL 
Litquake 

litquake.org 

What started as a reasonable idea 15 years 
ago (let’s get a bunch of our friends and 

all read our writing together in the park!) 
has become one of the nation’s largest 
literary festivals and a paradigm for literary 
bar-hopping, as Litquake’s signature Lit 
Crawl has now spread to Iowa City, Miami, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan, London, Los Ange- 
les, Seattle, and Austin. In 2011, Litquake 
expanded beyond its annual mammoth fes- 
tival in S.F. (which features more than 800 
authors in nine days and draws more than 
15,000) to year-round programming: hold- 
ing monthly readings and conversations, 
publishing its first book, and starting a 
podcast, an annual writers’ retreat, and an 


annual digital lit conference. 


BEST ILLUSTRATED 

GUIDE TO S.F. 

Meanwhile in San Francisco 
wendymacnaughton.com 

2013 sort of seemed like The Year of Wen- 
dy MacNaughton. The local illustrator was 
everywhere: in the pages of The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, Bon Appetit, 
and Time magazine (to name a few), on 
NPR, as part of Pop-Up Magazine, and City 
Arts & Lectures. Most recently, Chronicle 
Books published a collection of her popular 
Meanwhile series, called Meanwhile in San 
Francisco: The City in Its Own Words, which 
is a stunning portrait of the ever-chang- 
ing faces, thoughts, and places that make 
San Francisco what it is. MacNaughton’s 
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BEST WRITERS 
WITHOUT Fl BOCK 


BY EVAN KARP 


Chances are you could make 
a list of more than 10 people you know 
right now who deserve to be on this list. 
In a highly unscientific Facebook poll, 
124 participants answered my question: 
Who is your favorite Bay Area writer 
without a book? A total of 190 writers 
were nominated; unsurprisingly, “me” 
was the most common answer, at 14 
votes. To honor that, here are 14 of our 
must-reads (in no particular order): 


Siamak Vossoughi 

Writes beautifully simple meditations 
on living an ethical life, with a lucid voice 
of reason making sense of the world 
around it. 


Alia Volz 
Funny, dark, bizarre, worldly, hyperlocal 
... Volz is a rare talent who will always 


surprise you. 


Nate Waggoner 

With a masterful use of voice that danc- 
es the line between sarcasm and sincer- 
ity, Waggoner may be best described as 

hilariously outrageous and absurd. 


Graham Gremore 

So comically precise in his storytelling 
that sentences frequently make you 
laugh just for the tone in which they 


are written. 


Erika Staiti 

Currently working on a prose manu- 
script called The Undying Present, Staiti 
uses multiple and shifting pronouns for 


unnamed characters. 


Elizabeth Bernstein 

The writing coach and Grotto-ite has 
had stories in the Los Angeles Times Sun- 
day magazine and the San Francisco Bay 
Guardian (she won its fiction contest), 
and her plays have been produced at 
theaters including Exit and Impact. 


Kai Carlson-Wee 

Recent Stegner Fellow who won the 

Missouri Review’s Jeffrey E. Smith 
Editors’ Prize, Carlson-Wee writes 


poems that contain a calm sort of 
post-chaos ferocity. 


Brittany Billmeyer-Finn 

Wrote a manuscript called The Meshes 
based on the short film and techniques of 
filmmaker Maya Deren, focusing on the 
intersections of witness and spectator- 
ship, voyeurism and viewership; when 
she finished, she translated the work into 
a play entitled The Meshes in Two Acts. 


Nic Alea 

Uses a stunning combination of mysti- 
cism and body-intensive imagery to ad- 
dress identity and belonging. Co-found- 
ed and hosts The New Shit Show, one of 
the best open mics in the Bay Area. 


Cheena Marie Lo 

Lo’s writing deals with identity and the 
other in different ways. From a work in 
progress: “i am learning how to be in my 
own body in relation to foreclosure and 
underwater mortgage rates.” 


Marcus Lund 

A recent Mills MFA alum who writes 
some of everything, Lund’s short fiction 
is packed with wonder and exuberance 
and often humor. 


Muthoni Kiarie 

Winner of the San Francisco Founda- 
tion’s Joseph Henry Jackson Award for 
her novel in progress The Secret Ibis, her 
dissertation at Mills College, Kiarie is 
an alumna of the Voices of Our Nations 
Arts program. 


Sarah Ciston 

Co-author of a forthcoming Invisible 
City Audio Tours choose-your-own-ad- 
venture project called Make It Your Mis- 
sion, Ciston is finishing a manuscript 
called Song of Ourselves — an anthemic 
exploration of the We Generation. 


Carolyn Ho 

Ho’s work is wry and usually very funny. 
She’s good at letting things unfold and 
tying loose threads back together, which 
may or may not have something to do 
with her origami expertise. 
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SAN FRANCISCO ZOU 


charmingly playful style gives voice to all 


sorts of people, making the book a pleasant 


and edifying guide to the city for locals and 
tourists alike. 


BEST LOCAL AUTHOR 
Alejandro Murguia 
alejandromurguia.org 

San Francisco might be home to literary 
juggernauts like Amy Tan and Danielle 
Steel. But Alejandro Murguia has truly 
been an integral and revolutionary writ- 
er-poet for the Latino community, and 
subsequently, the people of San Francisco 
for approximately 40 years. Murguia, 63, 


PNAC YELL | te) 
Murguia 





came to S.F. from L.A. in the early ’’70s and 
never left. He published his first book of 
poetry at 19, then dropped out of college 
and became a Muni driver. He didn’t return 
to higher education until he was almost 40. 
Educating the community and fostering 

a voice for the marginalized are central to 
his occupations as a writer, poet, resident, 
professor, and activist. Murguia brings 

the plight of people to a vivid reality in 

his work and captures a true facet of San 
Francisco. He was selected in 2012 as the 
city’s poet laureate; he's the first Latino to 
assume the prestigious post. 


BEST COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 

El Tecolote 

2958 24th St., 648-1045 
eltecolote.org 

El Tecolote (Spanish for owl) is a Spanish-En- 
glish bilingual newspaper and website that 
covers the news, issues, and people of the 
Latino population in San Francisco’s Mis- 
sion District and surrounding areas of the 
Excelsior, Bernal Heights, and the East Bay. 
The newspaper began as a project in a 1970 
La Raza Studies class at San Francisco State 
University created by professor Juan Gon- 
zalez, who wanted to channel more Latinos 
into journalism. In the ’70s, Latinos and 
other people of color were virtually nonex- 
istent in major newsrooms. The newspaper 
left the classroom setting after its inaugural 
year to become a part of the community, 
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Every skull tells a story. 


Skulls, a new exhibit opening May 16. 
Discover the clues skulls hold about how animals eat, hunt, 
and evolve, including how the owl monkey sees at night. 


Get tickets at calacademy.org 





CALIFORNIA 
ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES 


Golden Gate Park 
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WE ARE ALL MARINE MAMMALS 


ENLARGED 
ROUND LENSES 
Fd. 3 


IDENTIFIES PULP 








VisiIBLE EARS 


Fld. | 


SWALLOWS 
FOOD WHOLE 
FIG. 2 


ALL FouRs 


FIG. S 






Just cHeckeD 
IN AT THE 
NHALINE NAMMAL 
CENTER 
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MADRIS ALPHA 


(CALIFORNIA ALPHA Hom) 


ZALOPHUS CALIFORNIANUS 


(CALIFORNIA SEA LION) 


The Marine 
Mammal Center. 


Visit with your coastal cousins. 


Ocean and marine mammal health teaches us volumes about our own environment. That’s why 
The Marine Mammal Center is dedicated to rescuing and rehabilitating hundreds of seals and sea lions 
every year, while fostering a better understanding of their world. Visit us today for a life~changing 
introduction to your not~so-~distant relatives. 


MarineMammalCenter.org Ej] themarinemammalcenter @TMMC 
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BEST FREE PUBLIC 
SCULPTURG IN SKIN 


FRANCISCO 


BY JONATHAN CURIEL 


These works could easily be 
in amuseum collection that required 
paid admission. Instead, they’re free to 
enjoy, in a mix of outdoor and indoor 
settings that are de facto public galleries 
of the highest order. 


Mark di Suvero at Crissy Field 
They bend and point and contort — 
steel beams with a red patina that 
resembles the color of the Golden 

Gate Bridge. There’s a reason for that: 
Sculptor Mark di Suvero has long been 
inspired by the San Francisco span, and 
his collection of works at Crissy Field — 
put there at the direction of SFMOMA 
— has found an open-air setting that 
looks toward the bridge. Just a few 
weeks remain, though, to take in di 
Suvero’s works, which first went up in 
May 2013, so see them before their last 
day, May 26. 


Ruth Asawa inside the de Young 
When Ruth Asawa died last year at 

age 87, San Francisco lost one of its 
pre-eminent artists, but the art that 
Asawa left behind will always testify to 
her utter originality. The de Young Mu- 
seum has 15 of Asawa’s wire sculptures 
on permanent exhibit in the lobby area 
of its tower, where anyone — free of 
admission — can see their breadth and 
beautiful intricacies. 


Richard Serra inside 
the Gap building 
SFMOMA is closed for two more years 
so it can expand its space for artwork, 
including sculpture of native San 
Franciscan Richard Serra. Until then, 
fans of Serra’s work can traipse to the 
Gap headquarters at 2 Folsom, where 
Serra’s monumental Charlie Brown 
anchors the atrium and towers up to 
the building’s apex. UCSF Mission 
Bay also has a memorable Serra work, 
Ballast, at its east plaza, giving San 
Francisco two free Serra works on 
permanent display. 


stephen De 
| Staebler's 
Angel 


™ 


Mike Hendrickson 





Stephen De Staebler 

on Market Street 

On a busy stretch of Market Street 
between Third Street and Grant Avenue 
stands a sculpture by Stephen De Staebler 
called Angel. It has no eyes. In fact, it looks 
like it could be crumbling in parts. But De 
Staebler did that on purpose, giving his 
winged figure at 720 Market the appear- 
ance of transition, somewhere between 
being grounded and about to take off. 


Keith Haring at Third and Howard 
The Keith Haring Foundation has 
called Untitled (Three Dancing Figures) 
at the southeast corner of Howard 

and Third streets “among the artist’s 
most ebullient and celebratory,’ and 

it certainly is — one blue figure, one 
yellow figure, and one red figure in a 
circle of infectious joy. The sculpture is 
a timeless work that anyone — child or 
adult — can enjoy. A major Haring ex- 
hibit of paintings and sculpture, “Keith 
Haring: The Political Line,” opens at the 
de Young in November. That exhibit 
will last for four months. Untitled (Three 
Dancing Figures) is with San Francisco 
for the long term. 


Adrian Tomine 
Ako Castuera 
Amy Sol 
Andrew Hem 
David Choe 
Deth P. Sun 
Hamburger Eyes 
James Jean 
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Luke Chueh 
Masakatsu Sashie 
Rob Sato 

Sean Chao 
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>|  NAPAVALLEVFILMFEST.ORG 


5 DAYS | 4 VILLAGES | 12 SCREENING VENUES 
125 FILMS | 250 FILMMAKERS 
100 WINERIES | 30 CHEFS 


NOV 12-16, 2014 BUY PASSES NOW 


visit NAPAVALLEYFILMFEST.ORG 
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where it has been ever since. This is the 
longest running English-Spanish newspaper 
in California: 43 years strong and it doesn’t 
show signs of slowing down anytime soon. 


BEST NEW INTERNET RADIO 
STATION 

bff.fm 

You need sounds to fill your headphones 
during the ever-long days. But Pandora is 
lame, Spotify is labyrinthine, and normal 
radio mostly sucks. San Francisco offers no 
shortage of local web-streaming stations, 

of course — but its newest is arguably its 
best. Best Frequencies Forever, aka BFF. 

fm, is a 6-month-old Internet radio station 
operating out of the Secret Alley, an informal 
artist space in the Mission. Most of its 
programming is music — glorious, diverse 
music, chosen by the sorts of people willing 
to donate hours of their time every week 
just to play songs they love. The variety on 
hand is pretty stunning: There are shows 
dedicated to lurid ’90s R&B, classic indie rock 
and punk, straight-up pop, funk, reggae, and 
brand-new stuff of all stripes. But it’s not all 
music. Local blogger Burrito Justice has a 
talk show about local history and neighbor- 
hoods. Starting this month, SF Weekly kicks 
off its own talk and music show, too, every 
other Sunday from 6 to 8 p.m. Which may 
be partly why we think BFEfm is the best 
new Internet radio station in town. But it’s 
certainly not the only reason. 


BEST TRAVEL BLOG BASED 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 
‘ndingrnninsreetscoin 


Finding Main Street is the collaborative 
project of the three San Francisco resi- 


dents and recent college grads chronicling 





L 
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their summer 2013 sojourn across the U.S. 
on $500 motorcycles they purchased on 
Craigslist. Instead of exploring the world 

of post-grad employment, the trio went to 
explore the particulars of their generation. 
In 55 days, Wyatt McCall and brothers Brant 
and Dylan Ozanich traveled 10,500 miles 
through 28 states around the continental 
U.S. They documented the sights, sounds, 
and people in every region along the road 
with photography, video, and text in search 
of an all-American Main Street. Periodically 
holding shows around San Francisco to dis- 
play their adventures and stories, the three 
will debut their feature film on May 16. 


BEST INGENIOUS 

USE OF SPACE 

2411 24th St. 

savernackstreet.com 

Let’s face it. Rents are getting higher and 
the affordable spaces are getting smaller. 

So instead of going to IKEA to find shelving 
to economize cramped quarters, Savernack 
Street Gallery employs an innovative solu- 
tion. The place is known for its voyeuristic 
approach, where you can view a single piece 
of art through a peephole in the blue-green 
front door. Measuring only a few cubic 

feet, the tiny exhibition space is all creator 
Carrie Sinclair Katz could afford to rent in 
San Francisco. She features one piece of art 
from one artist, and the peephole is open 24 
hours a day. The gallery itself is as much a 
work of art as the artwork on display. 


BEST HOPE FOR PUBLIC ART 


55 Ninth St. 
metaphorm.org 
Brian Goggin and Dorka Keehn’s site-spe- 


aa 


Mike Hendrickson 
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SIERRA NEVADA BREWING CO. PRESENTS 





We're inviting every craft brewer in the country on a 
nationwide beer festival tour, and we’re kicking it off in your { 
backyard where incredible brewing talent abounds. 





“NORTHWEST EDITION < 
SATURDAY, JULY 19:| 12-5PM__. 
mas Nevada Hop Field, Chico, CA: 


JOIN US T 
WE LARGES MAKE 


CELEBRA 


Loarn more at www.SierraNevada.com /BoorCamp 


Proceeds from this festival will benefit the California Craft Brewers Association 
to keep craft brewing alive and well today and in the future. 
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Pigase drink responsibly 
Sierra, Nevada Brewing Co 








SIERRA NEVADA BREWING CO. 
CHICO, CA & MILLS RIVER, NC | WWW.SIERRANEVADA.COM 
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cific installation of 13 pianos affixed to the 
side of a building proves that San Francisco 
doesn’t have to lose its character during 

its latest development boom. The piece is 
intricate, symbolic, and weird in a way only 
possible in the city that invented Burning 
Man. It was inspired by the famed tenor 
Enrico Caruso’s stay at the Palace Hotel 
during the 1906 earthquake, and unveiled 
in a “Dada-esque opening” with a street 
closure, aerialists, and a lot of people 
wearing masks. But Caruso’s Dream wasn't 
cooked up in some Burner’s garage. It was 
commissioned by the developers of the 
brand-spanking new AVA apartment com- 
plex where it hangs. Sometimes, we all really 
can get along. 


BEST COUP DE THEATER 
Magic Theatre 

magictheatre.org 

Since its production of The Lily’s Revenge 
in 2011, the Magic Theatre has reigned 
supreme as the biggest local theater 
company willing to tear down not just its 
fourth wall, but all its walls. In November, 
with its 24-hour Birthday Bash for Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright and Magic 
homeboy Sam Shepard, the company 
went biblical: blowing the walls down 
with trumpets. The company performed a 
collage of snippets from Shepard’s texts, 
which concluded with the bacchanalian 
entrance of San Francisco’s own scantily 
clad Extra Action Marching Band, botha 





joyous paean and an apt harkening to the 
playwright’s roots in New York’s avant-gar- 
de Open Theater. 


BEST PUPPETRY 

Nathaniel Justiniano 
nakedempirebouffon.org 

In just one of many inventive choices in 
his production of Ubu Roi at Cutting Ball, 
director Yury Urnov cast puppets as side 
characters. Performer Nathaniel Justinia- 
no, who specializes in bouffon and circus, 
made this choice exceptional. His pup- 
pet for the character Queen Rosemonde 
consisted of only a cloth wrapped around 
a fake red crab apple, resembling a cloak 
wrapped around a head. But Justiniano’s 
dexterous tremors of fingertips gave the 
puppet body, personality, and an entire 
environment to relate to. This brief scene 
made a compelling case for the unique 
power of live theater: to build worlds with 
the most unassuming of tools. 


BEST LOCAL THEATER 
FACEBOOK GROUP 
“Yeah, | Said Feminist.” 

A Theater Salon. 


Despite the fact that women make up the 
majority of theater audiences, women 
theater artists face obstacles at every level of 
the game: as playwrights, directors, actors, 
designers, and administrators. Performer 
Fontana Butterfield Guzman created this 
private, female-only Facebook group in 
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“This community sorely needs the eclectic 
anthology dance programming that has almost 
vanished through the years, And here it is.” 


— SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


TICKETS 


$25 Individual Ticket 
$65 Festival Pass 


BUY ONLINE TODAY 
Www.odedance.org/wddf 
No additional ticket fees! 


BOX OFFICE 
415-863-9834 
Monday-Friday 12-3pm 


WWW.odedance.org/wddt 
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| ee SZ lan pou and your 11 
i we companions find the clues, 
} solve the puzzles, and break 
/ ~~ —™ the witch's spell to escape the 

a locked room in 1 hour? Test pour 
mental might in a live-action 


Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays | Reservations Required | Tickets Available Now 
www.puzzlebreak.us 


Take a workshop & 
get your hands INKY! 


sfcb.org 





2012 to combat these inequities, and since 
then it has grown to a 550-member force 
that, despite its members’ loose affiliation, 

is shaping how the industry talks about and 
fights discrimination. Thanks in part to their 
advocacy, change is happening: Shotgun 
Players are programming only plays by fe- 
male playwrights for their 2015 season. Let 
it be known, ye liberal-thinking companies: 
The bar has been raised. 


BEST FORAY INTO 
MINIMALIST THEATER 
California Shakespeare Theater 
Bruns Ampitheater, 100 California 
Shakespeare Theater Way, Orinda 
calshakes.org 

Cal Shakes’ productions usually benefit from 
lavish theatrics and a majestic setting (its 
amphitheater is nestled in the Orinda hills). 
For its all-female production of Twelfth Night, 
the company performed under fluorescent 
lighting at Intersection for the Arts, and then 
in a homeless shelter, a detention center, and 
a library as part of a community tour, all with 
little more than costumes, as in Shakespeare’s 
day. But this outstanding cast needed no de- 
sign aid; its rich display of comedic skill alone 
elucidated and invigorated the text. 


BEST GENRE-DEFYING SCI- 
ARTISTIC COLLABORATIVE 
Kinetech 

kine-tech.org 

Kinetech, a science and art collaborative 
that’s just recently turned a year old, explores 
the way movement and art can be both scien- 
tifically interesting and aesthetically pleasing. 
Software developers, physicists, martial 
artists, dancers, engineers, and choreogra- 
phers work together on projects that inev- 
itably become more than the sum of their 
parts. Led by physicist Weidong Yang, the 
team has been collaborating on tactile and 


kinetic works of movement, dance, and living 


sculpture that promote experimentation and 
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Kinetech, 
The Other Side 


an intuitive understanding of the science 


of bodies. Get in on the action at one of the 
group's weekly labs, or check out one of their 


performances, parties, or installations. 


BEST UNDERGROUND 
MONOPOLY 

SAFEhouse 

715 Bryant, 518-1517 

safehousesf.org 

Amid the exodus of artists exhausted with 
making ends meet, SAFEhouse (Saving Art 
From Extinction), directed by Joe Landini, 
has led a crusade to resuscitate otherwise 
abandoned enterprises for the past 11 years, 
from establishing the experimental theater 
The Garage in 2007 to the current revival of 
KUNST-STOFF arts. With West Wave and 
Summer Performance dance festivals, resi- 
dency programs for dance and queer perfor- 
mance, and the free monthly Central Market 
NOW events, SAFEhouse is the biggest racket 
for penniless performers in town. Joe means 
business: “For San Francisco to retain its 
cultural history, we have to compensate for 
boomtown with resources for artists,’ he says. 


BEST BART HUSTLERS 
Bay Area Street Dance 
Public transit commuters are captives to 


miseries large and small, from the feculent 


Orly Ramirez 
v . 


| ae 


my “a. 


N 
=> 
Bay Area Stree Dance~ 


— _ 
~~ 
== | 


MATEEL GONMUNIay Gt 


P50 
eS wr 
Mra & 


» | 4 


WO ADIFAM 4S 


= — 


7 NZ us) 


- es | —_ 
= 


LNAWNIVLYSLNA 3 SLYV 


AeNGH S CAMP-HUMBOLOT COUNTY 
Over 60 non-profit food & craft vendors 

3 day main event pass - $190 

(allows access to grounds at 6am on friday, August 1st} 


4 day early arrival ticket - $250 
(allows access 10 groundsat 8am on Thursday, July 31st 
and includes an extra evening of enlertainment) 
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ARTS E ENTERTAINMENT 


CAN FRANCISCO ZOU 





residues of other riders to the human and 
mechanical errors on the rails. In delightful 
counterpoint or irritating conjunction, de- 
pending on whether you want a quiet game 
of Candy Crush or a rousing interruption 
of freestyling and turfing, there’s Bay Area 
Street Dance, five dancers ages 15 to 25 
who turn up their boombox, contort their 
limbs, and use the straps, poles, and seats 
to their rhythmic advantage. Originally 
competitors at battles, they banded togeth- 
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Dance Brigade... 
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er a year ago to bring some commotion to 


your commute. 


BEST SILENT CULTURAL 
COMMENTATORS 

Dance Brigade 

3316 24th St., 826-4441 
dancebrigade.org 

It may seem like a joke that those silenced 
by their conditions can resort to commu- 


nicating in interpretive dance. But Dance 
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CASHMERE CAT 


KYGO 


Bulges! Al\W 


Brigade, which has put on activist dances in 
the Mission for the past 30 years, is no joke 
and anything but silent. Raucous, saucy, 
and smart as hell, members dance and 
drum about the shifting landscape of our 
crazy little town and the woes of the globe 
it sits upon with unrepentant glee. Deeply 
invested in community, the Brigade’s resi- 
dent theater, Dance Mission, offers classes 
to children and adults, hosts festivals and 
performances, and has stood its ground 
through booms and busts of yore. 


BEST UNDEAD (AND BETTER 
THAN EVER) MOVIE THEATER 
Embarcadero Center Cinema 

One Embaradero Center 
landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
sanfrancisco/embarcaderocentercinema.htm 
We got nervous when the Embarcadero 
Cinema shut down in June 2013. Own- 
ers assured us it was a temporary closure 
for renovations, but after losing so many 
theaters in recent years, it was hard not 

to worry that we'd never get those screens 
back, screens which show the best in 
independent and foreign fare. But return 
they did in November, now with intimate 


WOLF RUN 






OREGON 


RANCH 


JULIO BA 


screening lounges as well as a shiny 4K 
digital projector in their new stadium-seat- 
ing auditorium — and every seat in every 
room, big or small, has cup-holders for 

the artisanal microbrew you bought in the 
Cinema Lounge. San Francisco moviegoing 


ain't dead yet. 


BEST REIMAGINED FUTURE 
FOR THE OLD BAY BRIDGE 
Bay Bridge House Project 
baybridgehouse.org 

With the dinosaur bridge slated for a 

scrap yard, Bay Area businessman David 
Grieshaber challenged architecture students 
to transform the 77-year-old structure 

into sustainable housing and multi-use 
spaces. The Bay Bridge House Student 
Design Competition wasn’t just to imagine 
what could be, but to make it a reality. 
Students turned in innovative outlines 

— transforming the archaic bridge into 
modern architecture, which led to selecting 
the most viable blueprint for use in the 

Bay Area. The winning design didn’t meet 
height requirements, but now the Bay Bridge 
House Project is turning this blueprint and a 
portion of the bridge into an AirBnB rental 
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Still from Nofes on the 
Port of St. Fra 


and multiuse space. So, maybe that goodbye 
drive you took in August wasn’t necessary 
after all. 


BEST PLACE TO TRAVEL 

TO THE ANCIENT PAST 

100 34th Ave., 750-3600 
legionofhonor.famsf.org 

Antiques Roadshow has nothing on S.F. 
Completed in 1924, The Legion of Honor 
fine arts museum was a gift from Adolph 
B. Spreckels and Alma de Bretteville 
Spreckels to the people and city of San 
Francisco in order to beautify the city. 
Located in the sparsely populated Lincoln 
Park, the museum overlooks the Golden 
Gate Bridge, the Pacific Ocean, and 

the rest of our foggy metropolis. Even 
more impressive are the displays of the 
collection: 4,000 years of ancient and 
European art that include almost all the 
masters of every school and movement 
in art history. There is even an authentic 
copy of Rodin’s The Thinker, among other 
representative works. The museum leaves 
plenty for the eyes to witness and for the 
mind to ponder — plus, you can make a 
day of it with a hike along the windswept 
bluffs of Lands End. Because, be honest, 
how often do you find yourself in that 
craggy corner of San Francisco? 


BEST LOW-KEY 
DOCUMENTARY OF SAN 
Keema 


This 1951 ft eancnay by anne 
Stauffacher proves that certain aspects of 
San Francisco life never change — traffic 
buzzing along busy downtown streets, 
pedestrians schlepping up steep hills, 
restaurants slinging pizza in North Beach, 
dried fish hanging in the windows of 
Chinatown stores, and Karl’s continued 
roll into the bay. One of 25 films added to 
the National Film Registry in 2013, this 
documentary clocks in at less than 22 
minutes, but manages to cover the scope 





of city life 60-plus years ago. Set to city portion of San Francisco since 1999, and 


sounds and the narrator reading from atext while you may not have a full afternoon 
by Robert Louis Stevenson, this black-and- —_ to devote to uncovering parts of San 
white film manages to capture everything Francisco's history, the one-minute 
we love about classic San Francisco. videos will definitely teach you something 


new. The site boasts approximately 80 


BEST S.F. HISTORY LESSON 
IN ONE MINUTE 
outsidelands.org 


minute-long videos — each covering 
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a small snippets of history that could 
easily be lost to time. Videos range from 
Playland at the Beach to America’s first 


This nonprofit has been gathering stories, highway to S.F’s old dairy ranches. So 
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PLUS MANY OTHER GREAT SHOWS! 


* Dr. Lonnie Smith 
* Seun Kuti & Egypt 80 
+ 706 Keating 
* Pacific Mambo Orchestra 
* Hypnotic Brass Ensemble 
& Bourbon Kings Brass Band 
+ Jeff Ballard, Miguel Zenon 
& Lionel! Loueke 
* Aldo Lopez-Gavilén 
* Diana Gameros 
+ Sheldon Brown Ensemble 
* Wayne Wallace Letin Jazz Quintet 
+ Ester Rada 
+ Chester Thompson 
* Jacob Young, Marcin Wasilewski 
& Trygve Seim 
* Jacob Nissly *« Adar Theis 
+* Scott Pingel + Mimi Fox 


THIS WEEK AT SFJAZZ 


PERFORMING STRAVINSKY'S 
THE RITE OF SPRING 
AND GREATEST HITS 
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Suena Vista Socia! Club Revisited 


JUAN DE at 
& THE AFRO- \ 
ALL SiimeR S 


A colorful panorama of Cuban music led by 
the founder of the Buena Vista Social Club JUN 
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MEDESKI, SCOFIELD, 
MARTIN & WOOD 
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ARTS E ENTERTAINMENT 


BEST LITERAIRG SERIES 


BY EVAN KARP 


From the academies to the 
street readings, literary series come in 
all varieties here. No matter what you're 
looking for, you'll find the following to 
be consistently impressive. 


Best Experimental Poetry 

In its 40th year, the nonprofit Small 
Press Traffic (smallpresstraffic.org) pres- 
ents some of the best experimental writ- 
ers and writing thinkers from around the 
country. Its events are often mind-bend- 
ing demonstrations of the relationship 
between language and identity. 


Best Chance to Meet a Legend 

UC Berkeley’s Holloway Series (holloway. 
english.berkeley.edu) presents roughly 
half a dozen events per season, pairing 
grad student poets with featured poets 
from around the world. The events are 


often a sort of debut for the students, and 
a chance for the pros to astonish. 


Best Interdisciplinary Events 
The SF State Poetry Center (sfsu. 


Writers With Drinks, 
Charlie Jane Anders 





Evelyn Manangan 


edu/~poetry) holds events everywhere 
from the Meridian Gallery to the Center 
for New Music; one thing they have in 
common is the unlike-anything-you re- 
likely-to-see-elsewhere factor. Generally, 


S 


AN FRANCISCO PO TU 





that means old-school artists doing 
cutting-edge work. 


Best Variety 

Writers With Drinks (writerswithdrinks. 
com) blends every imaginable genre with 
current events, self-commentary, and 
fictitious biographical introductions for 
an outrageous cocktail of an evening that 
blends the line between literature and 

its presentation. 


Best Conversations 

Two well-paired authors, at least one 
of whom is usually celebrating a book 
release, talking about anything they 
please — that’s Litquake’s Epicenter 
(litquake.org). There’s usually no 
reading element; topics include craft 
and process, but personal tangents 
are common and often revelatory. The 
series is also podcasted from Litquake’s 
website. 
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The International Art Museum of America showcases an array of artwork, including 
works by world class artists, Yun sculptures, and classic 18th to 20th century 
European portraits and landscapes. As San Francisco's newest museum, we 

hope to grow our collection to encompass beauty from all around the world, 

thus promoting peace and harmony through art and community. 





www.iamasf.org 


May 7, 2014 


‘~S 
Ny 








BEST GRAMMY-WINNING 
LOCAL BAND YOU PROBABLY 
HAVEN’T HEARD OF 


pacificmambo.com 

This year’s Grammy Awards telecast didn’t 
include the announcement of a winner for 
Best Tropical Latin Album, but that’s no 
excuse to remain ignorant of the Pacific 
Mambo Orchestra. The San Francisco 
outfit specializes in Latin jazz, salsa, and 
mambo of the sort made famous by folks 


Christian Tumalan 
_and Steffen Kuehn 
: . of Pacific Mambo 
) Orchestra 

ah 


Maya 


like Tito Puente and Machito. Its 19 mem- 
bers have played with greats like Dizzy 
Gillespie, Carlos Santana, Herbie Hancock, 
and even Puente himself, which is partly 
why, though Pacific Mambo Orchestra was 
only founded in 2010, it found acclaim 
locally and nationally before this year’s 
big Grammy win. Salsa fanatics praise the 
band’s innovative arrangements of classic 
tunes, like Ruben Blades’ “El Cantante,” as 
well as its members’ stunning musician- 
ship. Latin big bands are an endangered 
species these days: Orchestra directors 
Christian Tumalan and Steffen Kuehn say 
theirs is the only fully active specimen 

on the West Coast, which makes it all the 
more unfair that Pacific Mambo Orchestra 
isn’t better known. 


BEST PLACE TO FEEL LIKE 
A TINY SPECK IN THE POP 
MUSIC UNIVERSE 


1805 Geary, 346-3000 

thefillmore.com 

You weren't there when Johnny Cash 
played his last S.F. show. You weren't 
there when Miles Davis opened for the 
Grateful Dead. You probably weren't there 





for any of Metallica’s legendary anniver- 
sary concerts, and you almost certainly 
weren't there on July 16, 1968, when Big 
Brother and the Holding Company, Richie 
Havens, Jeff Beck, and Sly and the Family 
Stone all graced the stage of the Fillmore 
West for one holy show. That’s okay. You 
can still walk up to the Fillmore and gaze 
at the walls of the Poster Room — now 
festooned with only a portion of all the 
venue's historic concert posters — and 
feel all the glorious feelings. You know, 
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MUSIC FESTIVAL 
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Ms. Lauryn Hill * Beats Antique 


Trampled By Turtles « Lord Huron « Del McCoury Band 
Chris Robinson Brotherhood « Lettuce « Punch Brothers 
Greensky Bluegrass « Thao & The Get Down Stay Down 


Hard Working Americans * Darkwave (John Medeski, Skerik & Adam Deitch) 
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Attorney at Law 
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THEN IND NOW: 
The REAL WORLD 
OF SAIN FIRFINCISCO 


BY ALYSSAJAFFER 


If the phrase “the reality 
could not be further from the truth” is 
not exclusively referring to reality tele- 
vision, it should be. Twenty years ago, 
San Francisco was featured in the third 
season of MTV’s The Real World reality 
TV series. The original series aired in 
1994, featuring eight cast members 
living together at a house on Lombard 
Street for five months. 

Beyond the tell-tale signs of S.F in the 
90s, like corset crop-tops and high-water 
jeans, highlights of the series include the 
reveal that Pedro is HIV-positive, the 
eviction of bike messenger Puck from the 
house, and the first-ever same-sex com- 
mitment ceremony aired on TV, between 
Pedro and his partner (they really wanted 
you to know he was gay). After the season 
boosted MTV ratings, the show com- 
pleted more than 25 additional seasons 
in cities around the nation, but decided to 
come back to the City by the Bay for its 
29th season: Real World Ex-Plosion. 

In an effort to spice things up — it’s 


been like 30 years of attractive strang- 
ers-turned-roommates at this point — 
MTV housed not only the group of casted 
roommates, but also introduced ex-part- 
ners of the original cast, supposedly un- 
beknown to all. We had some fun this 
year posting about Real World sightings, 
loving to hate the cast members’ behav- 
ior both in front of the camera and in the 
flesh. The gang was up in a house on Sut- 
ter Street, formerly the Avalon Ballroom, 
and anytime a recognizable part of S.F. 
makes a cameo, it’s worth watching. The 
show even attempted to incorporate ele- 
ments true to our city — Ashley worked 
for a start-up throughout the season, and 
Arielle is a local filmmaker. 

While “reality television” is usually 
pretty far from actual reality, seeing two 
seasons of the Real World in S.F. 20 years 
apart shows how far we've come. While 
some things like cable cars and views of 
the Golden Gate Bridge will never 
change, it’s interesting to observe our 
progress as a society of young people 
(texting definitely wasn’t a thing in 1994) 
and how S.F. has transformed asa city. 
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the feeling of, “God, I wish I had been 
there that night.” The feeling of, “I never 
knew those two could share a bill.” And, 
most special, the feeling of, “Iam but a 
tiny speck in the universe of pop music 
and will only get to witness a minor frac- 
tion, if lam even so lucky, of all the riches 
it has to offer.” Then you can go downstairs 
to the ballroom, take in one more show 

in the place’s long history, and know that 
someday, someone else will see the poster 
from tonight hanging on the walls of the 
Fillmore, and shake their head in awe. 


BEST WAY TO HEAR LOCAL 
MUSICIANS PUT THEIR STAMP 
ON CLASSIC ALBUMS 
UnderCover Presents 
undercoverpresents.org 

Yeah, it would be pretty sweet to hear 
Radiohead perform all of OK Computer 
live. But since that is almost certainly 

not going to happen, a group of Bay Area 
music obsessives has come up with quite 
possibly the next best thing. First, the 
folks behind Undercover Presents pick a 
classic album — maybe something recent, 
like OK Computer, or something older, 
like Sly and the Family Stone’s 1969 tour 
de force Stand! Then they find a bunch 

of Bay Area musicians, usually bands or 
ensembles of varying genre inclinations, 
to cover one song each from the album. 
The groups privately rehearse and record 
their song, free to take a great deal of 
liberty in their interpretation. Then they 
perform the whole album live in sequence, 
usually over a couple of nights, often to a 
sold-out crowd. If this sounds like a major 
undertaking, it is: UnderCover usually 
puts on only one or two shows a year. 


The Space Lady 


The results, though, can be stunning — a 
sometimes-revelatory, always novel take 
on songs you've probably heard a million 
times. And as great as Radiohead is, the 
band ain’t gonna do that. 


BEST MUSICAL REMINDER OF 
WHAT A FREAKY PLACE S.F. 
USED TO BE 

The Space Lady 

thespacelady.net 

We all have Timothy Leary to thank. In 

























May 29th, 


1967, the LSD guru spoke to students 

at the University of Colorado, Boulder. 
Among them was one Susan Schneider, 

a brave listener who took Leary’s “tune 

in, turn on, drop out” motto to heart — 
and promptly moved to San Francisco. 
Eventually, Schneider became known on 
city streets as the Space Lady, a beloved 
fount of local weirdness who would set up 
a keyboard and a microphone at 18th and 
Castro, and — while wearing her signature 
winged helmet with flashing red ping-pong 


Join the fight 


ball — perform slinky, strange renditions 
of classic rock songs, plus some psychedelic 
originals. Nowadays, we still see lots of 
freaks playing the streets, and most of us 
don’t care. But back then, the Space Lady’s 
alien arias were a huge hit. “The response 
to my music was overwhelming,” Schneider 
remembers. “People even asked me my 
name, and how much | charged to playa 
party — questions I had no good answer 
for.” Schneider recently saw her sole album, 
The Space Lady's Greatest Hits, reissued to 
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SUPERHERO GALA 


2014 


GRAND BALLROOM, FAIRMONT HOTEL SAN FRANCISCO 
BENEFITING THE LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCIETY 


6 PM - Hors d’oeuvres & Silent Auction 
8 PM - Fashion Show & Live Auction 
10 PM - Live Music, DJ & Dancing 


RSVP: www.superherogala.com 
Cocktail or Superhero Attire Welcome 
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868 Brannan St. Suite 301 San Francisco, CA 94103 
415/558-8282 Fax 415/558-8096 
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SINCE 1971 


BLUE BEAR 


SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
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considerable acclaim. A recent Friday-night 


SF WEEKLY.COM 


performance at the Elbo Room was so full 


BEST FinT IN 


you could barely catch a glimpse of Schnei- 


Find friends, find mentors, 
find your music! 
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bluebearmusic.org 
Fort Mason Center 
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: BEST DAYTIME DRAG SHOW NT 


The Starlight Room’s “Sunday’s 

a Drag” Brunch Show 

450 Powell, 395-8595 
starlightroomsf.com 

This drag show is an extravaganza of 
extremes. The famed Donna Sachet and Mi- 
chael Pagan of the Starlight Room produce 
and present two spectacular, cabaret-style 
shows every Sunday that pull out all the 
stops: The sequins flash, pop blends with 
art, and the ladies shimmy and shine as 
guests watch a display of frolic that makes 
Baz Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby and 
Moulin Rouge! appear dull and antiquated in 
comparison. With an all-you-can-eat buffet 
that includes custom-made omelets and an 
assortment of sweet treats, you can bet that 
your Sunday will be anything but a drag. 


BEST DECONSECRATED 
ROLLER SKATING 

Church of 8 Wheels 

554 Fillmore, 752-1967 
churchof8wheels.com 

For a moral and exhilarating experience 

— not to mention a frequently funky one 
— make your way to the heavenly gates of 
the Church of 8 Wheels, San Francisco’s first 
church-turned-roller-rink. Operating four 
nights a week, you can skate to your hearts’ 
content to some of the best disco and funk 
spun by DJ D. Miles or guests, with skate 
rentals available for a modest fee. Saturday 
night is Black Rock Roller Disco, for those in 
a state of eternal Decompression (and “Pla- 
ya dress is highly encouraged,” fair warning 
for the rest of us). Skate on! 


BEST FLIPPER-BASED 
MECHANICAL AMUSEMENTS 
Free Gold Watch 

1767 Waller 

freegoldwatch.com 

Free Gold Watch is an indie print shop ready 
to serve all your shirt-printing needs, but it’s 
also home to the city’s biggest pinball arcade. 
Appropriately enough, it’s the primary haunt 
of the San Francisco Pinball Department, the 
city’s only pinball league, but you don’t have 
to be a member to make the digit counters 
fall. There are also some old-school video 
games such as Frogger and Street Fighter II, 
but the pinball is where it’s at, including Cap- 
tain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy, the 
classic 1975 Elton John machine. Bring your 
supple wrist and be the Bally table queen. 


BY JONATHAN CURIEL 


The buildings in downtown 
San Francisco are as dense as any in 
the world, and they’re easy to walk 
past without finding a compelling rea- 
son to go inside. Here’s a reason: art in 
the lobby. The best lobbies in down- 
town San Francisco feature artwork 
that rivals anything in the de Young 
or SFMOMA. Here are five lobbies 
worth visiting: 


101 Second Street 

It’s a gigantic lobby with tables and 
chairs and glass walls that let light 
flood in from Second and Mission 
streets. On one interior wall is Charles 
Arnoldi’s two-story painting that’s 
crammed with brilliant colors and tear- 
drop shapes bending and floating every 
which way. At the lobby’s opposite 

end is a sculpture by Larry Bell, called 
Sumer #24, that also bends and leans in 
different directions. The works nicely 
complement each other, and make 
being in the lobby a treat no matter 
where you stand or put your feet. 


The Landmark at One Market 

One sculpture looks like a stylish 
mini-tornado. Another has a figure re- 
sembling that of the Michelin Man. But 
the way that sculptor Mark Lere plays 
with patterns and structure gives these 
two pieces an undeniable beauty and 
an almost Zen-like feel. Lere’s works 
are in the lobby of the building called 
The Landmark at One Market, between 
Steuart and Spear streets, and are right 
next to the glass front doors and walls, 
making them highly visible even from 
the street. 


Embarcadero 2 
Old maps are always a treasure to look 
at. Troy Corliss and Elin Christopher- 
son took that concept and went wild, 
creating seven towering glass panels 
that pay homage to San Francisco’s 
maritime scene from centuries ago. 
The view is from above San Francisco. 
Together, the panels — in the lobby of 
Embarcadero 2, close to Front Street, 





a 





Juan Pardo 


near Clay and Sacramento streets — 
are a window into a time when the city 
was just starting to be world-class. 


Palace Hotel 

Maxfield’s Pied Piper Bar, in the Palace 
Hotel at 2 Montgomery, is inches from 
the building’s lobby, from where you 
can see its most famous occupant: 
Maxfield Parrish’s painting, The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin. Hanging behind the 
bar, it’s one of Parrish’s masterworks, 
with the distinctive light and panoram- 
ic view that Parrish is so known for. 


Rincon Annex 

It’s no longer a post office, but Rincon 
Annex — on Mission, close to Spear 
Street, and now part of Rincon Center 
— retains the beautiful murals that 
Anton Refregier put on its walls in the 
1940s. The murals narrate the tumultu- 
ous history of San Francisco, showing 
everything from the aftermath of the 
1906 earthquake to violence against 
new Chinese immigrants in the city’s 
early years. Each of Refregier’s 27 mu- 
rals is an epic scene that inspires chills 
and wonder. 


The Mint Best KJ’s BIG 


Karaoke Lounge Best Singers 


parties/groups welcome | ‘ 
online reservations available 
ZAGAT RATED EXCELLENCE - 2007, 2008 SAT & 6U N 
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PRINTING DEMOS 


MIKE NEL 
JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS 
AND PAINTINGS 


JAPAN CENTER #202 | = ——— 
1581 WEBSTER STREET > \ Fe — & COMICS! 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94115 — i Me 
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SAVE A KITTEN 
AT OAKCATVIDFEST 


GREAT WALL OF OAKLAND (WEST GRAND AND BROADWAY) 





NICKETS: WWW.OAKLANDCATVIDFEST.COM 


WIN 2 FREE TICKETS BY BECOMING A KITTEN FOSTER PARENT 





CONTACT A LOCAL SHELTER LISTED HERE SAN FRANCISCO'S FINEST GALLERY - 
WWW.OAKLANDCATVIDFEST.COM/ADOPTIONS 444 POST STREET (415) 434-4477 = 
a ore bids : GALLERY444.COM - WE SHIP WORLDWIDE " 
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KHOREN* 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Specializing in Custom Design 
& Loose Diamonds 


RITZ 


J186WELERS 


San Francisco Jewelers since 1986 


One Embarcadero Center « Front Street Level « San Francisco, CA 94111 
www.ritzjewelers.com « 415-626-3807 
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SHOPPING E SERVICES 


BEST REASON 

TO BELIEVE 

IN RIDE SHARING 

Homobiles 

574-5023 

homobiles.org 

Homobiles, the ride-sharing organization 
originally started for drag queens and the 
LGBTQ community, is staying true to its 
roots. While other companies practice 
“surge pricing” and quietly switch from 
donations to mandatory fares, Homobiles 


} 


BEST ADULT TOY 


~ Good Vibrations 


BEST TATTOO 
‘ SHOP 
» Black and Blue 
Tattoo 


Bie « 


BEST AUTO 
i? REPAIR 


(tie) Emerald Auto 
and Brake, Don’s 


Auto Body 


BEST BOOKSTORE 


Green Apple 
Books 


BEST WOMEN’S 
WEAR STORE 


Ambiance 


remains a pay-what-you-can service. 
“When you get in a Homobile, you 

can donate or not, depending on your 
budget,” says founder Lynn Breedlove. 
“This creates a better foundation for 
society than ‘the guy who dies with the 
Another bonus for folks 
on a budget: Rides are requested via text, 


most toys wins.” 


so using Homobiles doesn’t require a 
smartphone. And no, you don’t need 
an acronym to ride. Everyone is 


welcome. 
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BEST DENTIST 
(tie) Dr. Matthew 
C. Keyser, 
Washington 
Square Park 
Denial 


BEST DOCTOR 
One Medical 
Group 


BEST DRY CLEANER 
GreenStreets 
Cleaners 


BEST EYEWEAR 
STORE | 


Eyedare 
Optome?tric 


BEST FARMERS 
MARKE! 


BEST MEN’S WEAR 


STORE 
- Macu’s 


Ferry Plaza 
Farmers Market 
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BEST PLACE TO BUY 
JEWELRY THAT KIND OF 
SCARES YOU 

Modern Relics 

771 Cabrillo, 422-0477 

alixbluh.com 

The handcrafted pieces by jeweler Alix 
Bluh draw from nature and history, and 
we covet her intricate designs. But while 
some of them incorporate the softer side 
of nature, like pearls and coral, others 
are a little darker. Don’t expect friends 


SEAN BRS Mat. 


a 
BEST MARIJUANA 
DISPENSARY 


Sparc 

BEST MASSAGE ‘ 
Kabuki Springs & 
Spa | 
BEST RECORD 
STORE 

Amoeba Music 


BEST SHOE STORE © 
Shoe Biz a 
BEST VINTAGE 
SHOP 

Relic Vintage 

BEST SALON 
Glama- Rama yn 3 
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BEST BIKE SHOP_ 
(tie) Mojo Bicycle © 
Cafe, Valencia 
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to say how cute your new locket is — it 
contains a sort of creepy lock of cat hair 
— or complement the timeless beauty of 
a necklace with an engraving of Abraham 
Lincoln’s eye. Beyond what you can 
wear, check out the store’s other nature- 
inspired items — gold bee magnets, 
tableware adorned with images of creepy 
crawlers, and maybe a skull or two. 


BEST REASON TO GO ALL 
OUT FOR A HOLIDAY 

Terrasol Boutique 

1742 Polk, 567-5213 

terrasolsf.com 

Terrasol is worth a visit any time of year, 
but really shines on special occasions. 
“We're always showcasing whatever 
holiday there is,” says Stephen Trimble, 
who co-owns the store with his husband, 
Alberto Rojas. Each year, Terrasol creates 
a themed store for Valentine’s Day, St. 
Patrick’s Day, Easter, Pride, the Fourth of 
July, Halloween, and Christmas. When 
SF Weekly stopped in during last year’s 
holiday shopping rush, its “Christmas 
Shoppe” was a wonderland of Santas, 
soaps, candles, penguins, and stockings. 
The shop carries gifts for all income levels 
too, from smaller items for only a few 
dollars to “shabby chic” furniture and 
handcrafted specialty items in the 

$400 range. 


Dear Diary, | 


It is evident that clothing slyles 


for men have nol changed Too " 
drastically in the interval. There 
are still beards and tie people 
dress as Though they will be 

Toiling ina mine, or Tilling the 
land, and yel they ie into offices c 
with others who dress as sleel 
barons might. | saw that gold is 
used for erolic pleasures how, 

and Then went into a shop for 

a shave, whereupon a woman 


atlacked me with hol far and 


lore iy body s hairs from their 


mooratig>: | am as smooth as a 2 
porpoise! lf isa liberating Kind | 
of nonsense. 


-Bestivus J 
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PRETTY PENNY & ELDER AND PINE 


VINTAGE FASHION FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


WN ele || Ly eleiNIN éCleO) elliINGYCOM 
WWW.ELDERANDPINE.COM 
1-7/7 DAYS A WEEK 
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>| We Buy Chinese Antiques 
1 —_ 
= we 
jriental Heritage 
The Chinese economy 
is booming. As a result, 
the market for Chinese antiques is red hot. Prices for many 
Chinese antiques have grown substantially. 
SO now is the time to get the best value out of your 
Claliatestoms andre le terse: 
Top Dollar Paid for Chinese Art and Antiques 
(OF-1/ eo) asi (e) oy 0) a KO) DYN A 
433 Airport Blvd. Suite #218 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
650-401-6930 or Toll Free 1-800-575-5583 
riental Heritage Inc. is a San Diego company that invests 
in high-quality Chinese arts and antiques. We are backed 
up by major investment groups in China and have access 
to tens of millions of dollars of funds instantly. Our staffs are 
all highly trained and have been very successful in dealing with 
Chinese arts and antiques. Our advisory board is made up by top 
experts in Chinese antiques authentication and appraising. We 
offer the most competitive price on the market. 
Visit us online at www.orientalheritageinc.com We will also pay a 
5-10% commission for any referral based on the value of the deal. 
We can make 
house Calls if you 
_ have many items or 
nN heavy items. 
s Please call us for an 
appointment. 
52 






ry 
; 
| 


i | 
5 . | 
us | 
i. 


BEST PLACE TO SHOP 
FOR YOUR REAL (OR 
PRETEND) HORSE 


6439 California, 751-9275 
talytara.com 

If you know what’s going on during a polo 
match, then you likely know this shop. 
This store has everything a polo player 
would need, plus everything her horse 
would need too — saddles, bridles, crops, 
and whips! Don’t have a horse? You don’t 
need one to enjoy looking through the 
various supplies and apparel. Also, make 
sure you give yourself enough time to visit 
the adjacent tea shop. Eat the motorloaf. 
Seriously. Do it. 


BEST PLACE TO STAND IN 
AWE OF THE GLORY OF 
MALT, WATER, YEAST, 
AND HOPS 


1168 Folsom, 503-1033 
citybeerstore.com 

A lot of stores in San Francisco sell beer, 
but then, a lot of stores sell condoms 

and toilet paper, too. City Beer Store is 

the place to go if you want a retailer that 
revels in beer, that really loves the stuff. 
The modernist space on Folsom Street is 
practically a temple to the glory of water, 
yeast, hops, and malt (and sometimes 
other ingredients) that go into one the 
world’s oldest beverages. Organized like a 
friendly wine shop (but dedicated exclu- 
sively to foamers), City Beer Store holds 
vast refrigerators full of bottles, domestic 
and imported, that you most likely haven't 
laid your thirsty eyes on before. But it’s not 
only good for shopping. You can sit down 
at the bar or one of the tables and order a 
glass from one of the 15 taps — or pay a $1 
corkage fee and drink a recently purchased 






Tal-Y-Tara 


Mike Hendrickson 


bottle right on the premises. City Beer 
Store also serves snacks like pimento 
cheese and fava bean hummus. Sure beats 
the corner store, eh? 


BEST PLACE TO BUY CLASSIC 
LITERATURE FOR BURRITO 
MONEY 


227 Church, 552-6733 

You want books. Not book-like files for 
your AndroPadTab, but sheets of paper 
printed with ink bound together into a 
pleasant-feeling volume. Are you really 
going to read Walden on a screen? Not 
unless you want old Henry David turning 
in his sparsely appointed grave. And while 
San Francisco is blessed with an abundance 
of good-to-excellent bookstores, many of 
which deal in used volumes, Aardvark on 
Church at Market is a particularly great 
place to stock up on previously loved 
classics for a reasonable price. There’s a 
whole “Literature” section running down 
the left side of the store, which doesn’t just 
take “literature” to mean serious fiction, 
although there is plenty of serious fiction. 
Many of these wisdom packets can be 
purchased for less than the cost of a good 
burrito, or around half of what you'd spend 
on a single cocktail at one of the nearby 
watering holes. A buzz in this city can get 
expensive; at Aardvark, brilliance is 

a bargain. 


BEST GATHERING OF THE 
BAY AREA’S MUSIC-MINDED 
MULTITUDES 


facebook.com/professionalfans, 
fatherdaughterrecords.com 

The irony of a city with music coming out 
of every orifice is that one scene often 
doesn’t know what the other scenes 


WO ADIFAM 4S 


The only way to experience 
the Best of SF 


= 
jo) 
(Com 
™N 
NJ 
© 
pa) 
aS 


weareAcB.com 


Ol 
ud 





SF WEEKLY.COM 


un 
Lil 
= 
=> 
cm 
Lil 
un 
GJ 
Cj 
= 
a. 
a. 
Cj 
= 
in 


May 7, 2014 


Ol 
aS 


xk kk ke ke kK wk 


CASH fox 
FASHION 


BUY SELL TRADE 
wk ke ke ke wk kk 


FOLLOW 'THE t 
U.S. TOUR ONLINE, 
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Recycled Fashion 


New & 


Mission: Valencia & 23rd St (BART 24th/Mission) 
Haight St. west of Ashbury 
Berkeley: Telegraph Ave north of Parker 


TOYS * CRAFTS » HOUSEWARES » HARDWARE ° GIFTS 


479 Castro Street cliffsvariety.com 
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BEST RISING 
RELORD STORES 


BY DEREK OPPERMAN 


Certain record stores are kind 
of like coal mine canaries: When they 
start dying off, it’s an early sign that 
the health of a city’s electronic dance 
music scene is in jeopardy. Following 
such logic, San Francisco’s scene was 
almost near death in the late aughts, 
when nearly all the smaller shops 
folded, leaving only larger retailers like 
Amoeba and Rasputin to stock dance 
records. But this past year has seen the 
arrival of two new, vinyl-centric shops 
that provide local house and techno 
DJs with the kind of bangers that keep 
dancers on the floor till the wee hours. 
Vinyl Dreams (593 Haight; soundcloud. 
com/vinyl-dreams-records) was the first 
to open last May. Over the years, this loca- 
tion has been the site of a number of im- 
portant record stores, including Black 
Pancake Records and Tweekin’ Records, 
which occupied the space from the ’90s to 
the mid-’00s. Owner Michelangelo Batta- 
glia keeps his store focused primarily 


are doing. So this year, the folks behind 
Father/Daughter Records and production 
outfit Professional Fans assembled the first 
Bay Area Record Label Fair — B.A.R.EF. for 
short — to bring the disparate corners of 
the city’s music industry together. Held at 
Thee Parkside in February, the fair placed 
sellers of garage rock next to purveyors of 
techno, and had a few bands perform as 
well. More than 24 labels, stores, and dis- 
tributors were represented. Even a cassette 
player made a cameo. Our focused musical 
diets can sometimes let us forget that, say, 
Oi! records and/or indie-pop bands exist, 
but the Bay Area Record Label Fair was a 
helpful reminder of the breadth of the local 
scene — and a great way for the smaller 
institutions of the S.F. music industry to 
ply their wares. 


BEST STORE FOR 
AUDIOPHILES 

Dijital Fix 

820 Valencia, 666-2256 

dijitalfix.com 

Duck inside for a quick visit to the photo 
booth, but stay for hours pampering your 
eyes and ears with gorgeous speakers, re- 


on new releases, with weekly restocks of 
some of the most interesting and for- 
ward-thinking labels in contemporary un- 
derground dance music, like L.I.E.S., 
Ostgut Ton, and Golf Channel. Every 
month or so, he hosts in-store perfor- 
mances, which temporarily transform the 
space into a community hangout, some- 
times with a fair amount of dancing. 

Last October, Josh Woods, along with 
brothers Sohrab and Askander Harooni, 
opened up RS94109 (835 Larkin, 590- 
2943; rs94109.com) in the heart of the 
Tenderloin. Unlike Vinyl Dreams, its fo- 
cus is less on new material than on pro- 
viding a library-like resource of quality 
secondhand tracks. The Harooni broth- 
ers spent some time in Berlin, and 
wanted to replicate aspects of the Ger- 
man capital’s thriving record store cul- 
ture. So the aesthetic at RS94109 is 
minimal: a large space filled with record 
bins dedicated to every strain of house 
and techno, as well as more avant-garde 
forms like ’80s industrial and noise. 


cord players, headphones, and a sprinkling 
of home décor. The store clerk will probably 
get tired of you asking, “Wait, is that a 
speaker?” because yes, it is, and no, it 
doesn’t look like one at first glance — but 
they'll politely geek out with you anyway. 


BEST COFFEE WITH 
TCHOTCHKES 

Hollow 

1435 Irving, 242-4119 

hollowsf.com 

A dose of whimsy can be hard to find in 

the Avenues. Harder still is a predictably 
solid Americano, and an unpredictable 
collection of playful iterations of everyday 
items to peruse while the caffeine enters 
your bloodstream. You may have to duck 
in order to enter this tiny first-floor cafe 
without scraping your head on the exposed 
wood frame above. But by the soft orange 
glow emanating from the filament of Edi- 
son bulbs, you'll make out liquor flasks that 
look like jerrycans and wine-stoppers in 
the mold of the rabbit from Donnie Darko. 
You'll want to linger, but make haste not to 
get lost in this oasis of capriciousness: It’s a 
hard climb out of the rabbit hole, Alice. 





\ hd 


PANDORA® 


UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 
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BET =PANDORA’S-NEWEST CO.h REC GiIOm 


BNL ¥ Ol Ras UMM ERO Or lel ae INTRODUCING PANDORA'S NEW 


SUMMER 2014 COLLECTION. 


The joy of warmer and colorful latitudes 
doesn’t have to be limited to the time you 
spend in them. Wrap yourself in the sun 
and the sea with PANDORA’s new Summer 
Collection. White tropical flowers, teal pavés, 
orange Muranos, seahorses, flamingos and all 
the allure that draws us to the beach. 


PANDORA store 
WESTFIELD SAN FRANCISCO CENTRE 
845 Market Street (2nd floor) 


SAN FRANCISCO e 415.371.1175 
www.SanFranciscoCharms.com 





: : Some jewelry displayed patented (US Pat. No. 7,007,507) * © Pandora © PANDORA.NET 
Sterling silver charms from $25 


NnOWACRRURIN TURES QUIT DATION 
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King Size Beds 


Reg. $499 to $899 
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COAST LEATHER 


AUSE LEATHER IS ALWAYS IN FASHION 


FLAX 


art & design 
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10H) Marte Street. San bf rereseco, CA $4 00) 
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Secession Art 
and Design 


BEST PLACE TO GET THAT 
LAST-MINUTE GIFT FOR YOUR 
MOM, GIRLFRIEND, OR WIFE 


3361 Mission, 279-3058 
secessionsf.com 

Whether or not women are easier to shop 
for than men is fodder for a panel debate. 
But, this much is true: Many more women 
have pierced ears, wear bracelets, or enjoy 
broaches, than their male counterparts. So 
there’s that. Men looking for those last-min- 
ute gifts for mom or the women in their lives 
may be a bit envious after visiting Secession, 
Eden Stein’s shop and gallery on the cusp of 
Bernal Heights. Dozens of local designers 
crafted the jewelry, shirts, handbags, décor, 
and paintings found here; often someone 

is wielding a blowtorch in the back room. 
Tastes range from conservative to eclectic; 
prices range from moderate to That’s a Hell 
of a Gift! There may not be something for 
everyone, but there’s a lot for a lot. The blow- 
torch, sadly, is not for sale. 


BEST COMIC BOOK SHOP 


3520 20th St., Suite B, 695-1545 
missioncomicsandart.com 

Leef Smith, the friendly proprietor and 

the curator of this cool store, wanted a 
comic book shop in the Mission that fit 

the Mission. Besides the latest books and 
action figures from DC, Marvel, Archie, 

etc., Mission Comics & Art boasts a gallery 
where local artists can display their works, 
custom-made T-shirts you won't find at Tar- 
get, and a couch where patrons can sit and 
discuss their favorite titles. Indie, self-pub- 
lished comics are also for sale. Smith hosts a 
monthly book club where members read and 
discuss a graphic novel of their own choos- 
ing, and Comic Book Creations, a meet-up 





for would-be comic book publishers. He also 
offers a graphic novel rental library. 


BEST PLACE TO BUY BACK 
YOUR OLD STARTER JACKET 


299 Guerrero, 624-3751 
newjackcitysf.com 

There was nothing like the bright puffy 
nylon pullover sporting the colors and logo 
of your favorite team, especially after your 
middle school (and then the mall) banned 
them. Turn back the clock and channel 

your inner Seifert with the kind of look 

last seen on an old NFL Films reel. Face it: 
Throwbacks are the new forward pass, and 
everyone can tell that shiny Mullins jersey 
just came off the official Warriors rack. If you 
can't act like you've been a fan for more than 
a minute, you can at least look like it with 
team regalia that’s lived through the joy and 
the hurt (and the thousand runs through the 
washing machine to prove it). Once decked 
out in vines the Fab Four would recognize, 
regale the fresher faces among us with tales 
of what Bo knew and — wait. Who are the 
SuperSonics, exactly? 


BEST PLACE TO GET PLANTS 
YOU WON’T KILL 


sunshineandsucculents.com 

There are few S.F. apartments that wouldn't 
be instantly hipper with a collection of 
succulents, ideally housed in some sort of 
attractively rusting tin spice box or wheel- 
barrow or maybe in a seashell you found on a 
camping trip up to the North Coast, though 
really any old terrarium will do the trick. The 
alien-looking plants have become the set 
dressing du jour on Pinterest and Instagram, 
but serve a practical purpose as well as an 
aesthetic one: They’re incredibly low-main- 
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COctcome 


TO A VERY UNIQUE COSMETIC AND GENERAL DENTISTRY PRACTICE 
BASED IN THE FINANCIAL DISTRICT OF SAN FRANCISCO 


— Cor entering our San Francisco cosmetic and general dentistry office 





+ you will discover a spa-like environment putting you at ease and creating a 
sense of comfort never before felt in a dental practice. Our dental experts 
have given thousands of people healthy, beautiful smiles throughout San 


Francisco and the Bay Area. At Serenity Dental Spa our doctors are here 
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to give you the best service possible, all specializing in Cosmetic, General, 





Periodontic, Prosthodontic, and Endodontic Dentistry in order to give you 


the best smile possible and accomplish your goals. 


Services Include: 


Dental Implants e Dentures 
Lumineers e Root Canal Therapy 
Veneers 


Full Mouth Reconstruction ° Aesthetic Dentistry 
Periodontal Plastic Surgery smile Design 

LV. Sedation <_ Defore e Scaling and Root 
Cerec 1-Visit Crowns Planning 
Comprehensive e Lumineers 

and Preventative Care SMer > * Painless 

e Tooth Colored Fillings 


(Mercury Free) 
e Bridges 
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415.576.9400 
f You Tube yel pss O) 345 California St, Suite 170 
DENTAL SPA San Francisco, CA 94104 


serenitydentalspa@sbcglobal.net 
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“A GEM IN THE HEART OF SAN FRANCISCO” 
* USED * NEW * RARE * UNCOMMON * 


lit * poetry * art * kids * sheet music 
*vintage & collectables * and so much more... 
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"Always looking for great 
books --=- give us a call" 
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Sal Beressi Fabrics Co. 
since 1973 


Quite Simply, the Most Comprehensive 
Collection of Fabric in the City 


415-861-5004 
salberessifabrics.com 


Open Tue-Sat 
10am - 6pm 


1504 Bryant Street, 
2™7 Floor, San Francisco 











tenance and need very little water or soil, 
thus are ideal for the busy, negligent lifestyle 
of most of us in the city. And since we know 
you don’t have the time or motivation to go 
to the plant store, it will occasionally come 
to you in the form of Sunshine & Succulents, 
a roving pop-up that not only sells plants 
and terrariums, but will also show you how 
to make and maintain them and even give 


advice on your own plants. 


BEST-LOOKING CANNABIS 
DISPENSARY 


952 Mission, 243-4400 
sfmedicaldispensary.com 

South of Market has seen a lot of change 

— from marshy inlet to Skid Row to 
playground for twentysomething tech 
titans. Somewhere along the line someone 
had style. Turns out it was the Victorians. 
Imagine a leafy fern bar Henry Africa would 
recognize, with a taste of an Old West 
saloon, and a feather-headressed girl sitting 
on top of an old-time piano — except with 
weed. The spacious Mission Street space 
near Mint Plaza with finely finished wood 
floors, columns, and panels exudes class of a 
different era, and lends an air of speakeasy 
sophistication to a transaction that, almost 
anywhere else, is done quickly and quietly 
behind barred windows and in front of burly 
security guards. That means picking your 
medicine can be a discussion and not a drug 
deal. If cannabis cafes are ever allowed in San 
Francisco, this would be the first place we'd 
hang out — and we wouldn't feel strange 
wearing tweed to fetch our weed. 


BEST SOLID-GOLD 
ORIFICE-FILLERS 


189 Kearny, 653-1364 
goodvibrations.com 

There is no shortage of items of every price 
range to cram up one’s every orifice at Good 
Vibrations. But, for those who've always de- 
sired to internalize an object priced higher 
than a Korean hatchback, look no further. 
The chain’s Kearny Street branch houses 

a quartet of gold-plated LELO sex toys — 
under lock and key, mind you — with price 
tags of up to $15,000 (there is no haggling 
permitted). Store workers tell SF Weekly that 
these guilded dildos haven't exactly been 
big sellers. In fact, none have sold. But the 
object here is to draw customers within to 
gawp at the insanely priced fare and then 
purchase some of the sanely priced fare. A 
dildo here, a dildo there — pretty soon, it 
adds up to real money. 


BEST HIGH-TECH 
MATCHMAKER 


49 Powell, 5th Floor 
coffeemeetsbagel.com 

In a city so tech-savvy — and dating-app 
saturated — that everyone’s next soulmate 
is just a swipe away, it’s surprising we hav- 
en't done away with the notion of soulmates 
entirely. But even within the industry 
driving these changes, some companies still 
subscribe to old-fashioned ideals of romance: 
If the right partner is a needle in a haystack, 
it’s better to pursue the needle than scoop up 
all the hay. The best of these is SOMA start- 
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OPEN DAILY SEE WHAT THE 


10A - 9P ‘BUZZ’ IS ABOUT! 
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- TOP SHELF FLOWERS - HELPFUL PATIENT CONSULTANTS 
- HIGH-CBD MEDICINES - PATIENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

- GREAT OUTDOOR SELECTION - EDUCATIONAL WORKSHORS§ 
- TESTED EDIBLES, CONCENTRATES, TOPICALS AND MORE! | 


- PATIENT REWARDS PROGRAM AND POINTS THAT NEVER EXPIRE! 


- 10% SENIOR AND VETERAN DISCOUNT ON EVERY ORDER! 4 “e4i .. 
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ONLY INDIVIDUALS WITH LEGALLY RECOGNIZED MEDICAL CANNABIS IDENTIFICATION CARDS OR A VERIFIABLE, WRITTEN 
RECOMMENDATION FOR MEDICAL CANNABIS FROM A PHYSICIAN MAY OBTAIN MEDICAL CANNABIS AT MEDICAL CANNABIS DISPENSARIES 
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Your Financial Life Mulholland 


Made Easy 


Living in the Bay Area is a unique Tinancial 
experience. The cost otf living Is high, 

but you wouldn't choose to live 

anywhere else. 


That's where we come in. 


We know you face a different set otf 

challenges as a Bay Area resident, so we 

otter products and services to streamline and 
simplify your banking experience trom checking 
accounts and auto loans to online banking and 
mobile deposit. 





If you live or work in San Francisco or 


San Mateo Counties, you're eligible to open 
an account with us. Check Us out today. HANDCRAFTED TO ORDER 
Personalize your Mulholland bag 
SAN FRANCISCO with our range of American exotic leathers. 
ar" ENE WN Ne A May 9-1 1th 
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ep EN ET 
Made especially lor you in California 








1445 4th Street. Berkeley, CA 947 10 
www.shopmulholland.com 





SanFranciscoFCU.com 








MUSIc¢ 





MENTOR 


“FREE LESSONS: 


Guitar Center’s Music Mentor program Is a series of free workshops held every 

Wednesday and Saturday at all Bay Area Guitar Center stores. From drum tech 

tips to recording techniques to dialing in that perfect tone, there’s something 
here for everyone, no matter what you play. 


Available at the Bay Area Guitar Center locations listed below: 


Concord Emeryville San Francisco San Jose San Mateo 
1280 Willow Pass Rd. 5925 Shellmound St. 1645 Van Ness Ave. 3677 Stevens Creek Blvd. 53 West Hillsdale Blvd. 
Concord, CA 94520 Emeryville, CA 94608 San Francisco, CA94109 = Santa Clara, CA 95051 San Mateo, CA 94403 
(925) 363-7770 (510) 559-1055 (415) 409-0350 (408) 249-0455 (650) 312-8270 











up Coffee Meets Bagel, whose three female 
executives offer users a single cherry-picked 
match each day, rather than a glut of profiles 
to click through. It’s a throwback to the old 
matchmaker, delivered via an app. 


BEST 3D-PRINTING 
INNOVATOR 


431 Tehama, 839-0760 
bespokeinnovations.com 

Of all the novelties to emerge from San 
Francisco's blossoming 3D print economy 
— busts, propellers, chocolate sculptures, 
perforated walls, and desktop curios — the 
most promising are also among the least 
flashy. SOMA-based company Bespoke 
Innovations, which was acquired by 
3D-print behemoth 3D Systems in 2012, 
has attached humanitarian impulses to 

the new design revolution by introducing a 
line of 3D-printed coverings for prosthetic 
limbs. Custom-made and assiduously craft- 
ed, these products use digital technology 
to re-create an amputee’s leg shape before 
adding “lifestyle” elements — Bespoke 
coverings can include chrome plating, leath- 
er, or tattoos. The impetus, ostensibly, is to 
add a personal element to prosthesis. But 
Bespoke made the industry more personal 
as well. 


BEST SLEAZY OCCUPATION 


craigslist.org 

Okay, we get it — San Francisco is god- 
damned expensive. Of course, you could al- 
ways stop complaining and start selling your 
used panties online. It appears some female 
college students have learned the basics 

of running a business without ever having 
to take a business course. Go to Craigslist 
and you will find plenty of young women 
auctioning off their already-worn undies to 
help pay their way through school. Believe 
it or not, it’s a working business model. And 
here you were worried that San Francisco 
was losing its grit. 


BEST NEW VINTAGE STORE 


1201A Guererro, 401-6616 
prettypennyclothing.com 

Although Pretty Penny has been a vintage 
heaven for years in Oakland, the company 
recently opened a San Francisco location 
to save retro babes a trek to the East Bay. 
Tucked off the beaten path of Valencia, 
Pretty Penny has racks that are less beaten 
down too, with mint-condition vintage duds 
(including a number of adorable dresses) at 
surprisingly affordable prices. 





BEST NEW DECOR STORE 


806 Valencia, 474-3190 
aggregatesupplysf.com 

Aggregate Supply was founded by those 

who know design — the fashion designers 
behind Turk + Taylor, the skincare gurus 

of Heliotrope, and décor newbies Acacia 
combined forces to create a store that offers 
all the comforts of home. Since opening in 
December 2012, Aggregate Supply has grown 
into a chill escape from the bustle of Valencia 


Street. You'll want to smell every single 
candle, inspect each tiny succulent, and touch 
every last cozy blanket — and the staff is 
friendly enough to let you. 


BEST PLACE TO BUY SEXY 
OUTFITS 


1772 Haight, 786-8076 

nyapparel.com 

So it’s Bay to Breakers, SantaCon, or Folsom 
Street Fair, and you've suddenly realized 


AudioVision — 


that your closet is devoid of the perfect 
slutty-yet-breathable lingerie required for ca- 
vorting drunkenly through the streets of San 
Francisco. Rather than borrowing something 
of questionable cleanliness from your sketchy 
roommate, pay a visit to New York Apparel, 
where you'll find all the sexy clothes, stripper 
heels, corsets, leggings, and tutus your heart 
desires. And if sexy apparel is a job require- 
ment rather than an occasional hobby, don’t 
worry about racking up a bill — New York 
Apparel offers a dancer discount. 


Offering one of the largest selections of 


Turntables, Headphones, DACs 


and LOUCGSpeakers for the 








tumtables starting at $399 


i 
'- 


sonos music servers starting at $349 


Home in California 


ph:415-614-1118 


headphones starting at $150 





computer music/dacs starting at $369 








1603 pine st. san francisco ca. 94109 


WWw.audiovisionsf.com 
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REAL ESTATE AGENT 
JOHN JOSEPH COYLE 
(415) 879-1634 
[Xo \V(=m Ecko VACANT latorenexe)an’ BEST LOCAL BEAUTY SUPPLY 
Buying & Selling Real Estate 
Since 1989 2325 Polk, 567-8740 


: : beautycompanysf.com 
ro)" "Meoxolonlaniis-yrelamestiat 


when you eS Zeische, this boutique source of local 


3 Pe | beauty brands always satisfies. With a chic 
my at nail salon, cute displays, and a waxing vault 


Founded in the city by California girl Sherri 


(which has a big ol’ bank door to keep your 
bikini wax feeling ultra-private), Beauty 
Company holds down Polk Street for beau- 
ty needs in a pinch, never offers an ounce 


I know homes— 
you can count on that! 
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(4 1 5) 681-5411 San Francisco Ca. 94111 


Spanx. They’re the heterosexual men of 
San Francisco. 
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)| MALE 

4 | BYJUAN DEANDA 

: : They flex. They wax. They 
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The past decade has seen the meteoric 





rise of these stylish, metrosexual men in 
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PIEtIPS SS SHIGE SS ETHIE S: urban centers like S.F and New York, 


though several pundits at the time cri- 
tiqued it as a passing fad. But it’s held on 
to become a mainstay in society. 
“Metrosexual” was coined by gay writer 
Mark Simpson in a 1994 article in Britain's 
The Independent to describe a confident 
heterosexual male who lives in an urban 
place like San Francisco and adopts fash- 
ions and lifestyles that are traditionally as- 


227 Church St (at Market) 
415.552.6733 


sociated with homosexuals. 


\ 
The METROSE AURAL 


of the pretension often found in the beauty 
industry, and understands it never hurts 

to throw in a glass of sparkling wine with 
your mani-pedi. 


BEST PLACE TO MANSCAPE 
WITHOUT RAISING 
EYEBROWS 


2409 25th Ave., 987-5880 
landingstripwax.com 
Nancy Tamashiro can really clean up 





Metrosexuality can be seen as a new 
facet of masculine expression, one that 
goes beyond the traditional “average 
Joe” stereotype. Prior to the 21st cen- 
tury, masculinity meant restrained emo- 
tions, brawny strength, avoidance of 
femininity, lack of sensitivity, little inti- 
macy, and homophobia. Now there’s a 
mental liberation and flexibility to try 
activities once deemed taboo or too fem- 
inine, like manscaping, Zumba, shape- 
wear, yoga, and skinny-fit clothing, to 
name a few. These activities don’t endan- 
ger masculinity but enhance it, by creat- 
ing a better, more tolerant male. Men of 
San Francisco, it’s time to embrace your 
own metrosexiness. 


Vlasic Lovers 


Pn Ea Baa wee ee oS ee Ne tion 


HIGH-END AUDIO, VIDEO, 
& HOME INSTALLATIONS 


SipR=© ois REM. 

HOME THEATER 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
WikElEE SS itis |G Soi Ms 
TURNTABLES 
HEADPHONES 


SAN FRANCISCO 
ee one) later ill 
415.545.8111 
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MUSICLOVERSAUDIO.COM | INFO@MUSICLOVERSAUDIO.COM 
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DISCOUNT 
SAN FRANCISCO 


C yy FR A 415-392-1100 igeaab 
VARI 7 \ Nikon , 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY + SEE STORE FOR DETAILS 








Nikon Authorized Dealer ; : : / 
All Nikon products include Nikon Inc. USA limited warranty. ©2014 Nikon Inc. facebook.com/discountcamera bd twitter.com/discou ntcamera At the heart of the MMAage ws 
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Our historic warehouse showroom near Jack London Square is packed 

with antiques, fine art, furniture, china, silver, estate jewelry, Persian 

rugs and many other treasures. Please sign up by email to be notified 
about our schedule of showroom and on-site estate sales(in the home)! 


Over 40 years in the Bay Area 





ANNE THULL 
FINE ART DESIGNS 


When a Touch of Elegance (Matters 
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Berkeley San Jose + 
2588 Telegraph 1630 Oakland Rd a 
Avenue Suite A118 a5 


(510) 204-9999 (408) 441-0230 


More than 
15 000 
Friends 
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SECURITY INTELLIGENCE SPECIALIST 


for the Discernmeg Cliicm 


i 


itions@sisprotection.com | 415.926.1717 | sisprotection.cor 





any man, and does so with a touch that 
isn’t emasculating but empowering. We 
recommend her for “Manzilian” waxes, but 
she does an amazing job at unibrows and 


errant nose hairs as well. 


BEST PLACE TO GET 
METROSEXY THREADS 
AND OUTFITS 


493 Sanchez, 861-3373 
uionmadegoods.com 

This menswear mecca is really one of the 
few independent shops with a comprehen- 
sive selection of casual and fine clothing 
that’s timeless with a slightly modern 
twist. Whoever your style icon is from de- 
cades past, this shop will have the perfect 
shoe or Henley to echo that era. 


BEST PLACE TO GET EYEWEAR 
TO SEE AND BE SEEN IN 


280 Sutter, 982-5106 
opticalunderground.com 

This shop, whose logo pays homage to the 
London Underground metro system, also 
carries a wide selection of frames that are 
all about European style. You'll find eye- 
glasses and sunglasses that feature unique 
colors and shapes with a nod to perennial 
standards, but catering to American tastes. 


BEST PLACE TO PURCHASE 
YOUR SATCHEL, MESSENGER, 
MURSE, OR WHATEVER YOU 
CALL IT 


506 Hayes, 252-9860 

timbuk2.com 

The modern man is always ready for every- 
thing and carries all he needs on his back. 
In San Francisco, the vast majority of men 
are sporting a messenger bag for their 
laptops, books, and/or change of clothes. 
With the option to create your own bag, 
and with 18 total locations in San Fran- 
cisco, this local brand lets people express 
their individuality and sets the standard 
for style with a satchel. 


BEST TOURIST SHOP 
FOR LOCALS 


1136 Clement, 831-1600 

It’s always fun to giggle at tourists who 
thought they would be vacationing in Sunny 
California™ (rather than foggy, freezing San 
Francisco) and ended up having to buy bulky 
gray sweatshirts with the Golden Gate Bridge 
embroidered on the front. But sometimes, we 


want some souvenirs of our own — tasteful 





ones, of course. Enter Thidwick Books, which, 


in addition to a wide range of books, sells the 
kinds of San Francisco-themed goodies you'd 
actually want to take home. Find calendars, 
postcards, copies of Rebecca Solnit’s Infinite 
City, and other gifts. 


BEST SALON FOR CURLS 


300 Divisadero, 626-4782 
madusalon.com 
Every curly-haired woman has had this 


experience: In the salon, blow-dried and 
coifed, her new haircut looks flawless. But 
after a shower, her natural curl returns, 
devastating the once-even lines of her hair- 
style. She doesn’t have time to blow dry 
and style her hair every morning, and with 
the added wind and fog of San Francisco, 
managing her curls becomes an exercise in 
frustration. Madusalon gets it, girl. That’s 
why they cut hair dry, respecting and incor- 
porating natural curl patterns. They can’t 


do anything about the havoc fog wreaks on 


BLICK 


art materials 





curly ‘dos, but they can make sure curly- 
haired women get the best cut possible. 


BEST COMMUNITY 
HOLDOUT 


998 Valencia, 374-7048 
viracochasf.com 

Viracocha is what you wish your house 
looked like — a sunlit, airy space, filled with 
enough trinkets and treasures to keep a guest 
occupied for hours. The glossy red clawfoot 


Art Supplies 


THE BEST CHOICE 


FOR ART SUPPLIES 
IN THE BAY AREA! 


WE WANT TO HELP FUEL YOUR 
CREATIVE SPARK, SO VISIT US! 
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149 NEW MONTGOMERY ST. 
415-777-6920 


1930 VAN NESS AVE. 
415-409-1359 


| SAVE 20%! f 






SAN FRANCISCO 1909 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
STORES 510-649-0808 
B 979 MARKET ST. OAKLAN D STORE 
(BETWEEN 5TH & 6TH) B, 5301 BROADWAY 
415-441-6075 (NEAR CCAC CAMPUS) 





BAY BRIDGE 


BERKELEY or 


BS; 811 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
(6TH & UNIVERSITY) 
510-486-2600 


510-658-2787 
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FIND A SPECIAL COUPON INSIDE 


THIS ISSUE OF SF WEEKLY! 
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In an accident? Need auto body work? Looking for a reliable and honest shop? 


LOMBARD AUTOBODY 


offers the finest in collision and painting services. 


We'll get your car, truck or SUV back 
in shape and get you back on the road! 


LOMBARD AUTOBODY 
2340 Lombard St., SF 
415.292.2962 
www.lombardautobodysf.com 


BAYSIDE 


REMODELING 
CONSTRUCTION 





























BATHROOMS 
DECKS 

ADDITIONS 
DRY ROT 


KITCHENS 
C7.V 4 = =10}— 
PLUMBING 
CARPENTRY 
FOUNDATIONS SEWER LINES 
EXTERIOR KITCHENS HOT TUBS 


One Call Does It All! 


JOHN J. COYLE 
(415) 879-1634 


Free Consultation 
eT] Contractors Lic # 680332 
Insured ¢e Licensed « Bonded 


















SAN FRANEISCO, 
MARIN & SAN MATEO 
SINCE 1986 

















JANE 


Landscaping 


Specialists in Residential 


Urban Landscaping 


Janet Moyer Landscaping specializes in the creation of custom 


residential landscapes that address the unique challenges posed 


by San Francisco’s climate, terrain and architectural constraints. 


Irrigation Association Certification 

Certified Irrnigaton Contractor, Certified 

Irrigation Designer, Certified Landscape 
Irrigation Auditor 


Award winning design 
“Outstanding Achievement Award” 
California Landscape Contractors 
Association, 2007 - 2009, 2012 & 2013 


WW 


415-821-3760 - 1031 Valencia St., San Francisco - jmoyerlandscaping.com 


Landscape Contractor License 853919 - Pest Control License 36389 
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BEST VOCAL 
BUSINGSS COMEBACK: 


Wis VIDEO 


BY DEVIN HOLT 
The lines in Le Video’s battle 


to stay open couldn't be clearer. On one 
side is the type of unique, personal busi- 
ness that makes San Francisco great. On 
the other is a Goliath-sized dose of tech- 
nological inevitability, and the simple fact 
that most people won't go across town 
for something they can get at home for 

a few dollars a month. Given these odds, 
the March 12 Facebook post announcing 
that the city’s largest video rental store 
would close by the end of April “unless of 
a miracle” was, perhaps, no surprise. 

But in 2014 San Francisco, when every 
dive bar closing or nonprofit move across 
town raises cries to save “the soul of the 
city,’ the public reaction to Le Video's clo- 
sure was swift and sudden. Those cries gave 
Catherine Tchen, who opened the store in 
1980, the push she needed to re-examine 
her business model, start an Indiegogo 
campaign, and give Le Video one more se- 
quel. 

“Tt was the staff and customers who said 
‘No way!,” after her announcement, Tchen 
says. 

Articles and lamentory Facebook rants 
poured in from around the globe by morn- 
ing. Some people said they couldn't live 
without Le Video; others threatened to dis- 
continue their Netflix accounts in solidar- 
ity. SF Weekly film critic Sherilyn Connelly 
called its collection “one of the marvels of 
San Francisco.” 

She wasn't exaggerating. 

Le Video carries somewhere between 
80,000 and 100,000 titles, and that collec- 
tion has been curated by Tchen over the 
course of three decades. “Because we im- 
port movies and buy from collectors, we 
have stuff that’s not on Amazon or Netflix, 
and some things that you can't even find on 
Torrent,” Tchen says. As examples, she lists 
the store’s 4,000 imports and around 5,000 
out-of-print titles. “We also carry all the ti- 
tles from Twilight Time that are not avail- 
able via streaming.” 

To lose Le Video would be to lose afford- 
able access to all of those films. It would 
mean losing one of the only places a film 

student can find the alternate version of 





Brazil that was forced on Terry Gilliam by 


the American studios, and one of the few 
ways to see Orson Welles’s Journey Into 
Fear, the cultish roller disco comedy Skate- 
town USA, or Jean Renoir’s Le Crime de 
Monsieur Lange. 

But beyond that, it would mean losing 
the last place in San Francisco where some- 
one can feel truly lost amid an unbelievable 
inventory of films and TV shows. Where 
else could Blacula and Shaolin Dolemite min- 
gle with thousands of anime titles and15 
rows of British television? Le Video’s most 
obvious counterpart, Lost Weekend Video, 
carries a still-impressive but much smaller 
25,000 titles. (Lost Weekend has its own 
troubles. Co-owner David Hawkins says the 
store is doing “poorly” and warned that San 
Francisco might not have any video stores 
by this time next year.) 

And, let's not forget, Le Video offers a 
chance to interact with actually-human al- 
gorithms who love movies. A random em- 
ployee was able to recall instantly that the 
original Fame should be under Alan Parker, 
but was actually in the Just Dance section. 
An older gentlemen wandered in for the 
first time to discover a movie he had been 
seeking for years simply waiting on the 
shelf. He picked the box up, turned it over, 
and smiled like a young boy who just found 
a buried treasure. Netflix can’t do that. 
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“Discount Cat & Dog Foods : m , SERVING SAN FRANCISCO AND MARIN 


413.751.2087 


License # 936690 www.rinosecurity.com 


ACTIVSPACE 


Workspaces For Art, Hobby & Business. 


A fun safe, home away from home! 


Day Care * Bathing * Dog Walking 


iS 


ae human toys and collec tables - 
www.activspace.com 
342 Divisadero Street Berkeley: 2703 7th St. 510-845-5000 


415.503.1004 « blacknosetrading.com San Francisco: 3150 18th St. 415-355-1515 
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Laurel Health Center 
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Video special could be the hardest to 
keep. 

Tchen is more upbeat now than she 
was in March, but there is no denying 
that the store’s wall-to-wall video model 
was unsustainable. She sees her current 
plan, with Green Apple Books taking 
over the bottom floor and Le Video 
packing its collection into the mezzanine 
upstairs, as a modern update that pre- 
serves the human element. 

“We're going to reinvent the video 
store concept,’ she says. “Instead of 
aisles and aisles — which, let’s be honest, 
we can't afford — we're going to put the 
whole database online.” 

Customers will browse and rent on- 
line from home, or at a kiosk in the store, 
and pick up their rental from the 
counter. 

“And for people who just want to 
touch things, they can come in and see 
everything we are buying,’ which will be 
on display in a smaller browsing area up- 
stairs, she says. Eventually, Tchen wants 
to host movie nights and lectures in the 
space. “We want to become more a place 
where people can come and hang out,” 
she says. 

This plan assumes that people who 
are willing to come pick up a movie are 
also interested in books. It’s too soon to 
say if it will work, but early indications 
are good. Green Apple had enough faith 
in the business to sign a 10-year lease, 
and Le Video’s Indiegogo campaign sur- 
passed its original goal of $35,000 with 
time to spare. 

This won't be the store's first reinven- 
tion. Le Video has had several locations 
in the Inner Sunset since it opened in 
1980. Back then it was “a store within a 
store,’ in the form of a small shelf in Tch- 
en's photography supply shop The Dark- 
room. She carried mostly foreign 
imports and black and white classics 
from directors like Yasujiro Ozu, Sergei 
Einsenstein, Marcel Pagnol, and Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

“I was told I was crazy back then by a 
local distributor,” she says. 

If that same distributor were to call 
today, he would probably tell Tchen she 
is double-crazy to keep a video store run- 
ning in the era of Netflix. But San Fran- 
cisco has always been a crazy place. 


1231 Ninth Ave., 566-3606 
levideo.com 


tub sure would look good in your bathroom, 
too. But Viracocha is more than a home goods 
store. There's the library in the back, where 
visitors can while away the hours with a good 
book. And there’s its undying support of the 
local arts community. Whether an indie folk 
musician needs a location to shoot photos 
for her album art, a 30-man a cappella group 
needs an (illicit) performance space, or a 
group of performance artists wants to debut 
new work, Viracocha has always been there. 
And although rising rents have put pressure 
on the store and venue to close, owner Jon- 
athan Siegel is applying for a permit to make 
Viracocha’s performance space legit. 


BEST BOOKSTORE 

ON THE BRINK 

Marcus Books 

1712 Fillmore, 346-4222 
marcusbookstores.com 

Marcus Books has occupied the same 
Fillmore Street Victorian since 1960, where 
it has served as a pillar of the black literary 
community — it’s the oldest continuously 
run black-owned bookstore in the nation. 
However, financial troubles have pushed the 
historic bookstore to the brink of closure. 

A recent fundraiser by the store’s owners to 
help them buy back the Victorian fell short of 
its goal, and it’s not clear how the store will 
proceed. Although Marcus Books operates a 
second location in Oakland, we hope that the 
store won't join the rest of us who've been 
forced across the bay by rising rents. 


BEST ONLY-IN-S.F. 
TCHOTCHKES 

African Outlet 

524 Octavia, 864-3576 

Hayes Valley is packed with fancy boutiques, 
so it can be a little jarring to suddenly catch 

a strong whiff of incense while wandering 
down Octavia Street. The smell wafts con- 
stantly from African Outlet, an eclectic shop 
packed with masks, art, and apparel. Without 
the protection of commercial rent control, the 
small store is facing the daunting pressure of 
rising rents and may soon shutter. If it does 
go, it will take with it a memory of what San 
Francisco was like in its hippie heyday. 


Mike Koozmin 


African Outlet 
owner Judah 
Dwyer 
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Make tt Deltctous! 


Enjoy over 350 spices, herbs, salts, peppers, chiles, 
sugars, extracts, blends & gift sets from all over the 
world. We bring you the finest ingredients and variety 
possible, at affordable prices. 


Come Taste Over 350 Great Products! 





1821 Steiner Street (between Bush & Sutter Streets) 
Lower Pacific Heights, San Francisco, CA 


spiceace.com 415.885.3038 
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Designed to give the Lumix DMC-GH4 
camera the video, audio, and power 
connectivity required for professional 


Pan rskite) alle ; video workflows 
DMC-GH4 Body ’ 








PANASONIC - LUMIX 
DMC-YAGH INTERFACE 


UNIT FOR GH4 $4998 
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Digital Single Lens Mirrorless (DSLM) camera for 
| both photographers and cinematographers alike. 


Wifgd = The Panasonic LUMIX DMC-GH4 Mirrorless Micro 
Four Thirds Digital Camera Body is the world’s first 
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improved by Panasonic's cutting-edge technologies. 
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Guided rock climbing, mountain biking and backpack 
To Yosemite and beyond. 
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BEST DRUNKEN COMMUNAL 
TABLE TENNIS 

The San Francisco 
Berlin-Style Ping-Pong 
League 

1425 Folsom 
sfberlinstyle.tumbir.com 

If you’ve been hankering to play 
ping-pong, but the thought of doing 
it with just one other person sounds 
too lonely, the San Francisco Ber- 
lin-Style Ping Pong League has got you 
covered. A confluence of table tennis 
and musical chairs, and frequently 
with a soundtrack provided by the 
bushy-tailed Internet radio station 
BFF.fm, doing as the Germans do 
means standing with as many people 
as can fit around a table, paddles in 
one hand and tasty beverages in the 
other, all trying to be the last pad- 
dler standing. Ich bin ein Berliner! 
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BEST REASON NOT TO PICK A 
FIGHT ON THE BEACH 

Ocean Beach Barra Brothers 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Academy 

710 La Playa, 379-4045 
barrabrothersacademy.com 

Consider this before kicking sand in some- 
one’s face on Ocean Beach: The Barra Broth- 
ers Jiu-Jitsu Academy is just a few steps 
away. There is a good chance that any surfer 
you re harassing spends their spare time at 
Barra Brothers learning takedowns, arm- 
bars, and triangle chokes. The school is co- 
owned and run by San Francisco native and 
surfing enthusiast Matt Lopez, who seems 
to know everyone in the Outer Richmond. 
Head instruction is handled by his business 
partner Carlos “Sapdo” Ban. Ban grew up 
training with the legendary Gracie family in 
Brazil. He went on to become the Brazilian 
national, world, and Pan-Am jiu-jitsu cham- 
pion, before shifting his focus to teaching. 
The school offers classes for self-defense 
and competition six days a week. You'll 
have to look elsewhere for surfing lessons. 


BEST EXTREME SPORT 
Tightrope Walking at Lands End 
It’s hard to tell whether highwire-walker 
Ryan Robinson had permission to tip- 

toe across a rope, surreptitiously strung 
between two outcroppings of rocks, 
somewhere near Lands End, on the 
northwestern edge of San Francisco. But a 
video of Robinson’s antics, which circulat- 
ed through the blogosphere in January, 





was most likely captured by helicopter. 

It shows that Robinson’s rope is within 
eyeshot of the Golden Gate Bridge and the 
Sutro Baths; that it overlooks a jagged, 
moss-covered escarpment and a rippling 
bay; that watching him slink across the 
wire-thin rope is harrowing, even on video. 
All we can say is: If you have the same 

level of derring-do, but less talent than 
Robinson, please don’t try this yourself. 


BEST COMBINATION MUSIC 
FESTIVAL AND EXCUSE TO 
DRINK BOTTLES OF BOOZE 
YOU BURIED IN THE GROUND 
BEFOREHAND 

Outside Lands 

Golden Gate Park 

sfoutsidelands.com 

At first we didn’t believe the stories. Then 
we tagged along with a group of booze-bur- 
iers as they uncovered their stash. We won't 
go into details (and festival organizers, 
please stop reading here), but suffice it to 
say that the practice is real. Some days be- 
fore the meadows of Golden Gate Park get 
fenced off for the Outside Lands festival, a 
few clever drunks head into the park with 
a stash of legit liquor and some trowels, or 
whatever. They bury, or otherwise conceal, 
a few bottles in a few different places. 
Then, when the festival is on, they simply 
retrace their steps, uncover the loot, pop 
the cap, and take the party to a new level. 
We don't necessarily recommend drink- 
ing straight booze through your Outside 








JOIN THE BAY GUARDIAN FOR OUR 


SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS HAPPY HOUR 


Wednesday, May 14 from 6:30-8:30pm 
Virgil’s Sea Room, 3152 Mission, SF 


Drink local with discounted cocktails poured with Distillery 209 Gin and enjoy free tastings from Diep9 Genever 
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Do you feel sad, have low 
energy, difficulty sleeping, or 
trouble enjoying things? 


Have you been diagnosed with 
Major Depressive Disorder? 


oe 


If you are 18-65 years old and have had 
symptoms of depression for at least 8 
weeks, call us about a clinical research 
study of an investigational medication. 


Qualified participants receive study 
related evaluation and study medication 
at no cost and may be compensated for 
time and travel. 


Seevchwe for 9 Cure Ka@et heyy 


Pacific Research Partners 
877-602-5777 
www.pacifictrials.com 


BUY 1 WINDOW GET 1 WINDOW 












patio door is 40% off!’ 


» EVERY patio door 
» EVERY bay & bow window 


We're not discounting just some of our windows; buy 
one window or patio door, and any other window or 


» EVERY double hung, casement & sliding window 


> EVERY Fibrex® material window—available in 8 colors 











SAVE UP TO THOUSANDS! 
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FREE WINDOW DIAGNOSIS 


[Nevalealie] 


byAndersen. 


WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Andersen Company 


800-671-0323 


CALL BEFORE MAY 31°' 


‘Offer not available in all areas, discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors. Buy two windows, get the second two 
windows, of equal or lesser value, 40% off. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 5/31/14, 
with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates 
apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen 


retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated 
with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, 
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. CA B Lic.# 972702. Jemico, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of the Bay Area. “Renewal by 
Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2014 Lead Surge, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Lands weekend, and you'd be foolish to 
miss out on some of the rare beers and 
wines for sale. (Plus, what are you, cheap?) 
But of all the classic accompaniments to 
San Francisco's best for-pay music festival 
— weed, sunshine, lamb poutine — one 
of the most fun has to be a bottle of good 
bourbon you dug out of the ground. 


BEST WAY TO BE A TOURIST 
Vantigo 

3322 Buchanan, 484-5240 
vantigosf.com 

Erik Hormann and his wife, Amy, founded 
Vantigo, a tourism company that employs its 
beloved Lillie, a 1971 Chianti-red, seven-pas- 
senger Volkswagen bus, for expeditions. 
Since its first ride in August 2013, Hormann 
has been conducting Vantigo’s day-and-night 
tours of San Francisco, day trips to Tomales 
Bay’s Hog Island Oyster Company, and brew- 
ery tours along Highway 1 and the North 
Bay. Vantigo started when Erik tinkered with 
the idea of fusing his passion for San Fran- 
cisco, beer culture, and Volkswagens with his 
strength for memorization and people skills 
into one feasible, professional outlet. Vantigo 
is different from other tours. Not only is it 
much more intimate with its smaller passen- 
ger capacity, but even with its fixed route, 
there are detours to local sites triggering 
offbeat but vital San Francisco history les- 
sons, without making you feeling gawked-at 
from the confines of a massive tour bus. 


BEST FREE TUTORIAL FOR 
SPORTS OF THE 1 PERCENT 
San Francisco Lawn Bowling Club 
310 Bowling Green Drive, 487-8787 


sfrecpark.org/destination/golden-gate- 
park/bowling-green-clubhouse/ 

If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em. And you're not 
beating the 1 percent. And you're not joining 
‘em if you don’t know from lawn bowling. 
Enter the San Francisco Lawn Bowling Club. 
The longstanding Golden Gate Park establish- 
ment — which, yes, is populated by bowlers 
of all economic backgrounds — is happy 

to get you up to speed, gratis. Free lessons 
are available every Wednesday at noon “or 

at any specific time by appointment with 
any designated Club Instructor” for those 
keeping their nose to the grindstone at noon 
on a workday. Fuck it Dude! Let’s go bowling! 


BEST SECRET GAME OF 
TENNIS IN OLD MONEY’S 
BACKYARD 

St. Francis Wood Park 

145 Santa Clara at Terrace 

One good thing about old money is that it’s 
old. In this westside enclave of prewar man- 
sions and prewar millions, old doesn’t get 
around like it used to, which means it doesn’t 
get outside to these barely-used tennis courts 
and grass nearly hidden under the shade of 
even older trees. There’s no shame in taking 
advantage of the nearby residents’ infirmity, 
or in breaking up the quiet with a few games 
of tennis on a court that hasn’t seen much 
action since the Korean War. Once you've 
played your fill, ponder your own mortality 
in the shadows of houses with lawns the 

size of your building — and then realize that 
these neighbors probably have their own 
tennis courts back there somewhere. Then 
play again next week — this time, doubles. 


BEST WORKING-CLASS 
DRIVING RANGE 

Candlestick Point State 
Recreation Area 

1150 Carroll, 671-0145 

It’s a different San Francisco here in the 
brown grass and weeds of the southeast. 
On this promontory sticking out into 
the bay between the old Navy shipyard 
(and soon-to-be neighborhood) and San 
Mateo County, there’s open space to be 
had and nary a soul around aside from 
the men fishing off docks and broken 
concrete blocks and bird watchers focused 
solely on the herons flitting over the 
water. They won't bat an eyebrow as you 
knock a golf ball around like some of 
the older men from the neighborhood 
do here from time to time. And while 
looking for your ball in the underbrush, 
take note of the wild fennel that grows 
so well here near doomed Candlestick 
Park. None of it will be here forever. 


BEST MELANCHOLY PLACE 
TO FISH 

Agua Vista Park 

800 Terry Francois, between Pier 64 
and Mission Rock 

Behind you rises the glittering glass of a 
world-class medical center and its atten- 
dant new neighborhood. To your side are 
the rotting pilings of a long-forgotten pier, 
reminders of a working waterfront left to 
melt into the mud. But there you are out in 
the bay, on a tiny wooden fishing platform, 
waiting for something to bite. Through 

the ever-thicker haze of civilization, past 
the mothballed working ships and silent 
cranes, if you squint you can barely 

make out the East Bay as you 
wait for something to bite. 
Would you eat it if you did 
— or would you cast it back, 
happy just to tell the 
story? You'll have a 
while to think about it. 


BEST LOCALLY 
OWNED GYM 
Sunset Gym 

1247 Ninth Ave., 
564-1212 
sunset-gym.com 
There are few recourses 
available when the meatheads 
at Gold’s Gym won't cease dropping 
weights with a bestial grunt anda 
floor-shaking crash, and when 

the spin class at 24-Hour 

Fitness is more crowded than 

the first BART train after the 









strike ends. You deal with it, or you leave 
and consider the locally sourced noncor- 
porate alternative to fitness culture. This 
two-story Ninth and Irving institution 
has all the iron you need to pump and 
none of the steely, cold reception the gym 
chains trade in — and all for $10 a week. 
If someone's routine is driving you nuts, 
there’s someone who knows you to take 
care of it — and nobody has heard of a 
“towel fee.” Get going right away or tap the 
knowledge of one of the many person- 

al trainers on hand to get really real. 


BEST MOBILE TRAINER 
Roving Athletics 
484-8461 
rovingathletics.com 
If going to the gym sucks, remove the 
going and have the gym come to you. That’s 
a start — but having a trainer who gives 
a shit and isn’t a dick come to your living 
room in order to guide you through getting 
healthy is the finish. Roving Athletics is 
nothing more than certified trainer Tim 
Ehhalt and a bunch of weights and blocks 
in a Smart Car. That’s all you need. The 
road to fitness is daunting, and there are 
few places less hospitable to someone who 
hasn't physically moved in a while than a 
room full of bizarre, mysterious machinery 
and grunting hulks in muscle beach tank 
tops. Skip that. Skip that right now, and 
get to the good stuff. Whether it’s weight 
training, cardio work, or just getting back 
into those jeans, the place to get started is 
in the comfort and privacy of your home, 
with a patient pro. That’s one less excuse 

while indulging a dose of sloth 

on the path to fitness. 


BEST INDOOR 
STRETCH BY 
CANDLELIGHT 
Yoga to the People 
2973 16th St., Fifth 
Floor, (917) 573-9642 
yogatothepeople.com/ 
san-francisco/ 
Yoga is a practice that’s best served 
hot and sweaty. Just ask the eager 
yogis at Yoga to the People, 
who hike their way up four 
flights of stairs all for a spot 
to stretch at one of several 
classes offered daily at this 
Mission hotspot. But what makes 
this yoga studio a standout from the 
rest is the nearly 360-degree pan- 
oramic view of the city — and it’s 
even more breathtaking during 
the weekend candlelight sessions. 
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BEST OUTDOOR STRETCH 

BY SUNLIGHT 

Purusha Studio 

3729 Balboa, 668-9642 
purushayoga.org 

Sometimes it’s best to just take it outside, 
and no one does outdoor yoga more grace- 
fully than the folks at Purusha Studio. With 
a deep commitment to playful activity, 
Purusha offers donation-based, outdoor 
classes at Golden Gate and Dolores parks 
at just the right hour: 11 a.m. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to become acquaint- 
ed with your “true self,” as suggested by 
the Sanskrit word from which the studio 
gets its name, or at the very least get a 
healthy dose of rays. Doctor’s orders. 


BEST BIKE RIDE FOR FEELING 
LIKE YOU ARE GOING TO FLY 
RIGHT INTO THE PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

Marin Headlands Loop 

You ride north across the Golden Gate 
Bridge to the Marin Headlands, turn left at 
the first parking lot onto Conzelman Road, 
and start climbing. Then just keep going 
up. If it seems like this is taking forever, 
just look over to your left as you sweat your 
way up and inhale that view: the orange-red 
bridge, the white city, the deep-blue bay. 
You live here! And now that you're at 

the top of Hawk Hill, where Conzelman 
turns into a one-way road, stop. Take a 
deep breath. Make sure your brakes are 
working well. Wait for all the cars to move 
by, swallow your courage, then go — yes, 
down there, down the twisty one-laner that 
seems to dive straight into the slate-blue 
Pacific. It’s so steep you couldn't stop if you 
wanted to. Now youre flying straight into 
the wind, maybe into the sky, so fast you 
can barely hold on as you slice through cor- 
ners, gliding down toward Point Bonita and 
the lighthouse. Suddenly, all too quickly, 
youre at the bottom — back on flat ground, 
at the far end of the Marin Headlands loop, 
the best and most briefly terrifying and ex- 
hilarating bike ride around. There are plenty 
of cycling joys still ahead, but the moments 
of feeling like you were going to fly right 
out into the Pacific are over, for now. 


BEST PLACE TO RIDE YOUR 
FIXIE LIKE IT WAS MEANT TO 
BE RIDDEN 

Golden Gate Park Polo Field 

John F. Kennedy Drive and 36th Ave., 
831-2700 

sfrecpark.org 

Given that they have only one gear and 
zero ability to coast — meaning your legs 


have to be turning at the same speed as the 
wheels — fixed-gear bikes are a somewhat 
ludicrous choice for daily transportation 
on the chaotic streets of San Francisco. 
(That doesn’t mean they aren't popular; 
even cycling newbies can be regularly seen 
careening through the Wiggle on brake-less 
fixies.) There is, however, one place in San 
Francisco where the fixie is perfectly at 
home: the Polo Field in Golden Gate Park. 
Here, on a smooth, comfortable oval track, 
riders can push their sleek machines to the 
speeds for which they were designed — all 
without the fear of a careless Mitsubishi 
crossing their path. The utter perfection of 
an oval track paired with bikes designed for 
racing on one can sometimes be hindered 
by other activities, like youth soccer games. 
But come many weekend afternoons, the 
Polo Field circuit is home to at least a 
handful of cyclists casually racing mini- 


malist steeds in their native environment. 


BEST GIANT 

Buster Posey 

24 Willie Mays Plaza, 972-2000 
SFGiants.com 

We're gonna let you in on our secrets here: 
When you write Best Of editions like this, 
you re not supposed to give the awards to 


the same people every year. But you know 


AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin 
what? You can't be a credible news source 
and not name Buster Posey Best Giant. The 
youthful catcher is one of the league’s best 
backstops, he hits for power, he hits for 
average, he is the backbone of the team. He 
is the indispensable Giant. The 2012 Most 
Valuable Player, like his team, seems to 
alternate good seasons with great ones. He 
was superlative in 2010; he was scintil- 
lating in 2012. In 2014? You just wait. 
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We’ve won more Reader’s Choice 
Awards than any shop in town! 
Bay Area Reporter: 2012, 13 & 14 
Bay Guardian: 2009, 10, 11, 12, 13 (&147?) 
SF Weekly: 2010, 11, 13 & 14 










Hybrid/City 
Bikes 


Road Bikes || Mountain Bikes 


Thank You 
Readers and Riders! 
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He'll be 34 next season; you can’t teach an travel no further than Lowell High or Kezar 
old dog new tricks, but old dogs do know Stadium — and pay $7 to $10 — you can 
some tricks young dogs may never learn. witness the San Francisco Stompers. The 


expansion franchise is one of many new 
BEST WARRIOR teams composing the National Premier 


Soccer League, the successor league to the 


1011 Broadway, Oakland, Men’s Premier Soccer League, both of which 
(510) 986-2200 aren't exactly using the word “premier” 100 
warriors.com percent accurately. The league’s offices are in 


This is an award Stephen Curry figures to AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez 





have locked up for quite some time — and, 
if not, it bodes poorly for the Golden State/ 
San Francisco/Wherever Warriors. The point 
guard is the team’s Achilles. And, like Achil- 
les, he has suspect heels. But, other than 
that, there’s not much to complain about 
regarding the man who's put this peak-and- 
valley team on an impressive peak. He’s the 
heart and soul of this team, and he’s just 26. 





AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez 


BEST MINOR-LEAGUE CITY 


BEST 49ER he’s not. At least for now, he’s on the Nin- SOCCER 

ers. With Michael Crabtree hobbled much of 
5201 Great America Parkway, last year, Boldin provided Colin Kaepernick sfstompersfc.com 
Santa Clara, GO-49ERS with a lethal downfield target. When both If you're mobile, you could possibly head 
49ers.com receivers are healthy, the team operates ata | downto San Jose to take in an Earthquakes 
Anquan Boldin is one of those players fans higher level. Last year, he registered 1,179 game. And if you're wealthy, you could throw 
love when he’s on their team and hate when receiving yards — his most since 2006. down $22 for a ticket. But if you want to 
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Join The Ber Methed Marina cr Dowsrtower™l Relieve Pain and Unlock your Body’s 
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- 5100 unlimited for 30 days Most common muscular pains, i.e. that kink in your neck or 
tightness in your back, are muscles locked in a soasm. Through 
expert touch, massage therapy re-educates your muscles and 
joints and guides them back to optimal levels of flexibility and 
performance. 








aa Gel a FREE pair of Bar Method socks 
wth your NCS purchase wies 
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For athletes, massage is a key component for optimal 
performance. While training hard is essential, massage increases 
recovery time, stamina and strength by providing your muscles 
with increased circulation to rebuild faster. Massage also helps 
athletes avoid injuries from overuse and heal from the ones 
they have more rapidly. 
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Oxygen Massage Therapy has been unleashing the potential 
locked in our clients’ bodies for over 8 years. All of our massage 
therapists are extensively trained and have years of experience 
to helo you reach and exceed your goals for wellness. Book an 
appointment today: 


OKYGE,, Clinically Oriented Massage Therapy 
/ ey Marina: 1905 Union St 
(\ N SOMA: 111 New Montgomery 
0 v a Mission: 5589 22nd Street 
7 


By appointment only 
” <= Www.oxygenmassagetherapy.com 
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Frisco, Texas — namesake of our city — and 
after-hours calls are shunted into a single 
voicemail. So it’s low-level professional soc- 
cer, but it’s professional nevertheless. There 
are worse ways to spend a San Francisco 
evening. That is a mathematical certainty. 


BEST SOCCER PICKUP 

Soccer Fours 

Mondays, 7-9 p.m. at Kimball Field 
(Geary & Steiner) 

Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. at Franklin Square 
Park (16th & Bryant streets) 
soccerfours.com 

San Francisco harbors enough soccer pickups 
to fill Crocker-Amazon and the Polo Fields 
any given night of the week, but many of 
them are inhospitable to beginners; if soccer 
is known for being a somewhat peaceful 
sport, it still brings out the boorish ele- 
ments in players’ personalities. The best 
option, for those who seek a near-perfect 
balance of competitiveness and feel-good 
sportsmanship, is SoccerFours, a four- 
on-four pickup run by a nonprofit whose 
leaders treat soccer as a social cause. (Besides 
running organized games, they also donate 
to various charities; each game costs $6-$7.) 
Though most participants play at a high 
level, they still have enough humility — or 
empathy — to pass the ball to a first-time 
dabbler. Four games happen simultaneously 
on small partitions of turf; no one keeps 
score, and fights never erupt on the pitch. 


BEST UNIRONIC BOWLING 
ALLEY 

Presidio Bowling Center 

Moraga and Montgomery, 561-2695 
presidiobowl.com 

Bowling, like roller disco, seems to be 
enjoying a resurgence in this city, albeit in a 
tongue-in-cheek way. Many of the new alleys 
serve craft beer and hoity-toity cocktails, 
and hardly seem like the kind of place you'd 
hold a Lebowski Fest — or pretend we live 
in a Red State. And then there’s Presidio 
Bowling Center, relic of the past, haven of 
pinball machines, weeknight leagues, and big 
screens that project cheesy music videos. It’s 
the proper place for grizzled, grouchy bowl- 
ing enthusiasts who address each other as 
“dude,” or for people who still treat bowling 
as both a sport and a pastime. And the grill 


serves anything that can be cooked in a fryer. 


BEST META-ANALOGY FOR 
SAN FRANCISCO TODAY 
Logan’s Run Chase Game 

What Children of Men is to San Francisco 
child-rearing, Logan’s Run is to life writ large. 
The 1976 film depicts an opulent world of 


beautiful people living the high life — until 
they turn 30. And then it’s time to go. So, 
married couple Catherine Herdlick and Gabe 
Smedresman in February hit upon a delight- 
ful analog for our city when they executed a 
Logan's Run chase game in which participants 
fled and were chased about the city, starting 
at Yerba Buena Gardens and ending up near 
AT&T Park. Herdlick says that there was 

no intentional tying of the life of transitory 
pleasure and permanent adolescence in the 
film to the situation in our city. Any notions 
of a meta-statement on our twentysome- 
things’ inability to grow up by having them 
all play a big treasure hunt game themed on 
an inability to grow up were unintentional. 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 

TO BURNING MAN 

Camp Tipsy 

East Park Reservoir, 95979 
camptipsy.com 

Screw the desert. For seven years, the best 
weekend of the summer has been Camp Tip- 
sy — a camping and boat-building extrava- 
ganza that happens around a California lake. 
Wait, boat-building? Yep. You camp by the 
lake, and during the day you find a big pile of 
junk the organizers have provided. You make 
boats out of that junk. For real. Then you sail 
them. For real. Many of them sink. Many of 
them float. All are hilarious — an armada of 
misfit boats. Nights center around con- 

certs and campfires. Children are welcome, 
lifeguards are on hand, and this year The San 
Francisco Institute of Possibility has extend- 
ed the event for a full week (July 7-13) — 
though the final weekend's where the action 
is. It’s irrepressible fun, without the dust. 


BEST WAY TO CONQUER 
YOUR BURNING MAN FOMO 
Decompression 

19th St. and Minnesota 
burningman.com/blackrockcity_ 
yearround/special_events/decompression 
There’s no substitute for Burning Man, but 
anyone looking for a sampler platter of the 
festival's unique blend of pageantry can go 
to Dogpatch every fall instead of the desert. 
Burning Man’s official post-festival “Decom- 
pression” party in San Francisco closes down 
three blocks and brings out all the local 
color: flame-spouting vehicles, nearly naked 
hula-hoopers, cutting-edge DJs, conceptual 
art projects, bizarre sculptures and — of 
course — gorgeous photos of everything 
you missed in the desert. That’s the other 
advantage to Decompression: Everybody 
perfected their acts at Burning Man a few 
weeks before, so everything usually goes 

off without a hitch this time around. 


Want a Better Body? 
JumpStart loday! 
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3 One-On-One Sessions with an 
emenenced Pilates Instructor 


* 415-285-5808 ¢ ehspilates.com 


Need frequent rescue 
from your uncontrolled 


Asthma? 


We are conducting a research study evaluating an investigational 
medication for people with poorly controlled asthma despite 
being on asthma controller medications. 


You may be eligible for this study if you: 
e Have been diagnosed with asthma for at least the past 12 months 


e Are onan inhaled corticosteroid and on a second asthma 
controller medication 


e Have asthma that is not controlled by these medications 


There is no cost to you for investigational study medication or 
visits. You may also be reimbursed for time and travel. 


Allergy & Asthma Consultants 
Redwood City, CA 
Salcvaatallexxeyarcli(syaeh acre aarslimere)an 


650-216-6111 
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Sherry Lipson 
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FEINSTEIN’S 
AT THE NIKKO 


Hotel Nikko San Francisco © 222 Mason Street (Corner of Mason and O'Farrell) © 415-394-1111 
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BEST NEW PIZZA 


PizzaHacker 
3299 Mission, 874-5585 
thepizzahacker.com 


SF WEEKLY.COM 


toppings and local ingredients. The secret to adorned with lemony arugula and a farm pizza sometimes goes astray from the 


this pizza is the crust, whichis based onthe __ egg. Especially when eaten at the restau- ideal. Marcello’s, in the Castro, has a lot 


naturally leavened Tartine country bread rant’s communal picnic tables under strings —_ going for it: big slices, a great crust, odd 


method, and is puffy and thin with just of cafe lights, a $5 local brew in hand. toppings like muffaletta or linguica, beer 


Ignore the name, which sounds like a 
pizzaiolo striving to make it with the tech 
crowd; it refers to proprietor Jeff Krupman’s 
roots making pizza on a converted Weber 


the right amount of chew, with a salted- 
and-oiled perimeter that keeps left-behind 
crusts to a minimum. We’re big fans of the 
Yo Vinny! with Mama Lil’s peppers and 


BEST CLASSIC PIZZA 


Marcello’s 
420 Castro, 863-3900 


and wine, and cute eye candy. It’s open 
until 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday (and 
1 a.m. the rest of the week), and does 
enough business that it’s still churning 


grill. He’s since graduated to a real oven Avedano’s sausage, the Top-Shelf Margher- marcellospizzasf.com out pies when you stumble out of the bar. 


and restaurant in La Lengua, turning out ita with a sauce made with dry-roasted A $4.20 slice of tomato-and-mushroom 


Early Girl tomatoes, and the Rocket Man, 


While we have little patience for New 


some of the city’s best pies with seasonal Yorkers’ pizza snobbery, it’s true that S.F. 
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is a perfect vegetarian late-night meal. 


BEST SURPRISE RESTAURANT 
COMEBACK 

Guddu de Karahi 

1501 Noriega, 759-9088 
guddudekarahi.com 

When Lahore Karahi abruptly closed in 
2012, it left a searing hole in the Tender- 
loin. As quickly as the Pakistani and Indian 
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BEST BAKERY 
Tartine 








mainstay left, it came right back: this time 
in the Sunset, as Guddu de Karahi. Chef 
Guddu Haider’s exceptional precision 
shines forth in dishes like the tandoori fish, 
which is one of the most complex, flavorful 





BEST DELIVERY ay 
SERVICE ad 3 





entrees anywhere, and in the delectable 
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BEST BURGER 
_ Super Duper 


BEST LATE NIGHT 
BITE 


Rib 
BEST SUSHI 


BEST $4 TOAST varaUD BEST SANDWICH ; tdi deat deecaeinn at 
i FRIENDLY Kes POCe) NE einige tie cen tconee 
a SEAKGIET 5 PESTAURONT Et OCA sues” 
~ Pork Store Cafe Zazle Bar Crudo B. ; 
% i - BEST BRUNCH ag Wied BEST STEAKHOUSE Dear Diary, ’ 
é . Zazie Senor Sisig House of Prime | have made subtle inspedion of 


the moulh-parls of these modern 
San franciscans. lf seems they 
have developed exira-sensory 
COACH for Taste and smell, 


E Burger Sauce ICHI Sushi _ eae a erat Tongue. 
BEST BURRITO BEST NEW BEST RESTAURANT wea ai a 
». e FOR KIDS variely of foods here! A cook s 
nee El Farolito RESTAURANT Ciok ; iors Diosh social slanding is somelimes in 
. r dir if ro ortio To the ost of . 
. BEST CHEAP 5) 782. : ba pases bat then elif wil 
‘EATS Izakaya Kou BEST TACOS | sane vale 
Yamo BEST PIZZA Nick’s Crispy Tacos such delights from all across the 
f : ~ . 3] Western and Eastern worlds for 
BEST COFFEE Little Star Pizza BEST VEGETARIAN mere coin. And there are foods 
Philz Coffee BEST p | P-uP REST GEE ANT ae ha nafural thing al | 
Gracias Madre ail, Du “ee inspire ae 
+ BEST DATE RESTA RANT / But the cily honors Too ils most 
: RESTAURANT Hella Vegan BEST WINGS Se ee a ee 
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nor Bayview, the renovated Old Clam House’s _on Geary in the Richmond, House of Xian 





location is slightly bizarre, having once been Dumpling at the edge of Chinatown is 
the mucky edge of the bay and now a mile another anonymous-looking restaurant 
inland, but classics are classics for a reason. that just so happens to serve hard-to- 
find food from the remote Xi'an province. 
BEST UNEXPECTEDLY And the best thing on that menu is the 
AWESOME CHICKEN WINGS salt-and-pepper chicken wings, which 
House of Xian Dumpling are cooked perfectly and so heavily sea- 
925 Kearny, 398-1626 soned as to banish any hint of subtlety. 
"Son houseofxiandumpling.com At only $6.95 an order, you might recon- 
Anthony Nguyen, : . = Not to be confused with Xi An Gourmet sider the necessity of beer and football. 


owner of Tu Lan , Ve ‘ 
Mike Koozmin 
BEST OVERALL RESTAURANT 
COMEBACK = 
Tu Lan | +e | SF 

8 Sixth St., 626-0927 4 a 
tulan-vn-restaurant.com —— atteteiiond 

For a while there, Ti Lan was reduced to é - 

being the butt of a tired joke. Julia Child ¥: 


loved it — but so did the vermin, and after es: i. 


’ 


SAN FRANCISCO 
four temporary closures for health code 
violations, Ta Lan shuttered seemingly for 
good in July 2012. Somehow, Sixth Street’s 
anchor tenant regrouped, and the results are 
as startling as they are comforting: The im- 
perial rolls remain peerless, and the service 
is still brusque, but Ta Lan 2.0 got clean and 
stayed clean. It is just about the gold stan- 
dard for an inexpensive, high-quality meal. 


BEST NEW SEAFOOD DISH 
Crispy Octopus at 1760 

1760 Polk, 359-1212 

1760sf.com 

Acquerello’s little brother 1760 might be 
considered Nob Hill, but it faces Polk Street 
head-on, making it one of the spiffiest things 


to happen to Polk this year. Found two-thirds : 4 P P Y isl O 16) R 


of the way through a minimalist menu that 


runs from lightest to heaviest, the crispy He, He, IAW ¢ 


octopus (with roasted peanuts, avocado, and 


fingerling potatoes) is simply spectacular, a 

beautifully presented tentacle with a perfect a 
char. Remember that “psychic octopus” that 

was supposedly picking the World Cup win- ) 

ners a few years ago? This one just points to 

the best new seafood dish we've tried: itself. 


BEST CLASSIC SEAFOOD DISH \¢ "Ce ea | T (* H E R S 
Cioppino at the Old Clam House — 0 R 
299 Bayshore, 826-4880 | 
theoldclamhousesf.com 


It’s not the easiest thing to eat without mak- M iN R C A R I TA S 


ing a mess, but the cioppino at the Old Clam 
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House is basically a hot, spicy maelstrom S E RV E D B Y T H E (t IL A S S = 
of crustaceans and crusty bread. (A $34.95 /~ re 
tureen for two is truly an experience. That 4 BS 
mound of leftover shells is a testament to S 
satiated gluttony). And non-seafood eaters, if 0 U T D 0 0 R S E AT I \) tt 

dragged along, should consider the cioppino AV A I F A B F E 85 





sauce over pasta with chicken. Neither Bernal 
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BEST OYSTER BAR 

Swan Ouster Depot 

1517 Polk, 673-2757 

There was never any contest, not really. As 
much as we love Hog Island’s Bay Bridge 
views, Anchor’s garlic bread, and Zuni’s 
rarified atmosphere, Swan Oyster Bar has 
held the hearts of San Franciscans since 
before most of its residents’ grandparents 
were born. It’s not just the seafood quality, 
which is impeccable, nor the endearing 
no-nonsense attitude of the Sancimino 
family that’s been running the place since 
the 40s, but the idea that hundreds of 
thousands of humans have slurped oysters 
on the exact same stool and probably smiled 
in the same satisfied way when they were 
done. Settle into your spot at the worn lunch 
counter, add on a fresh steamed Dunge- 
ness crab with Louis sauce and a glass of 
Anchor Steam, and you'd be hard-pressed 


to find a more San Francisco experience. 


BEST USE OF SOURDOUGH 
Arizmendi Bakery 

1331 Ninth Ave., 566-3117 
arizmendibakery.com 

There isn’t a foodstuff more synonymous 
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BEST MANS TOAN Fike 


BYANNAROTH 
If you’ve driven to Tahoe on 
Highway 50, you've passed through 
Placerville, a charming, Old West- 
style town that is the seat of one of 
California's first culinary inventions. 
See, the town used to be called 
Hangtown, after its dubious distinction 
of being the first spot in Gold 
Country to hang desperadoes. When 
it incorporated in 1854,the residents 
opted for a more genteel moniker, but 
the dish that bears its original name 
still remains: the bacon, oyster, and egg 
omelet known as Hangtown Fry. 

There are a number of accounts for 


how such a weird collection of ingredients 


became a dish, but the most famous con- 
cerns a prospector who entered the 


now-defunct El Dorado Hotel one day hot 


off a lucky strike and asked for the most 
expensive meal in the house. The cook 
obligingly made it from the priciest in- 
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ulus Mou Mivers via Instacart ~*~ 
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> Brenda's 

a: ngtown Fry 
Libby Truesdell 
gredients in the kitchen: eggs (which had 
to be transported overland from San 
Francisco), oysters (which had to be 
packed in ice and shipped every day from 
San Francisco Bay), and bacon (which was 
shipped by sea from back east). 
The resulting concoction, the Hang- 

town Fry, used to be everywhere, but the 


number of places to get the omelet locally 
has dwindled in the resulting 150 years. 
You can still order it at the venerable 
Tadich Grill (240 California, 391-1849, 
tadichgrill.com), which claims to have 
served the dish since the Gold Rush days. 
A recent visit yielded a perfectly fine om- 
elet, heavy on breaded oysters, made all 
the better for the classic S.F. surroundings. 
But the best in town is found at Bren- 
da’s French Soul Food (652 Polk, 345- 
8100, frenchsoulfood.com), which makes a 
version of the dish that will convert even 
the most skeptical. Smoky, porky bacon is 
the dominant flavor, and the breaded, 
fried oysters are succulent and meaty, not 
slimy or too dry. Slices of green onion and 
a generous hand with black pepper round 
everything out nicely — and as a bonus, 
the dish comes with one of Brenda’s fa- 
mous biscuits. After a few bites, you'll un- 
derstand why condemned men supposedly 
requested it as their last meal. 
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with San Francisco than sourdough, and 
yet there aren't so many places using the 
naturally fermented dough for anything 
beyond the round loaves that make up the 
city’s bread bowls. Now Arizmendi Bakery 
— already an only-in-S.F. phenomenon 
thanks to its horizontal, worker-owned 
management — has started baking 
buttery, flaky croissants using the city’s 
signature dough. Its tangy flavor is most 
apparent in the plain sourdough crois- 
sants, though it also adds complexity to its 
chocolate and almond variations. If there's 
a better reward for a Saturday bike ride 
through the park, we have yet to find it. 


BEST USE OF AN 

OLD SPACE 

Southern Pacific Brewing 

620 Treat, 341-0152 
southernpacificbrewing.com 

A tree grows in the middle of this Mission 
machine shop-turned-brewery, but it’s not 
because the place is in ruins. The bar and 
brewpub, named for the railroad line that 
once terminated nearby, is the beneficiary 
of a gorgeous 2012 remodel that includes 
live saplings growing out of the floor. Pro- 
prietor Chris Lawrence turned to architec- 
ture firm Boor Bridges — also responsible 
for Four Barrel and Sightglass — to give 
the space a modern makeover while still 
maintaining its warehouse roots. Now the 
soaring space is a graceful mix of salvaged 
wood (Douglas fir, mostly, though the back 
bar is comprised of a former Mendocino 
barn) and industrial touches like metal 
siding and chainlink fences separating the 
brewery from the restaurant. The place has a 
ton of natural light from overhead sky- 
lights, and there are few pleasanter places 
to sit and have a burger and lunch beer. 





BEST TURNAROUND FROM 
NEAR-DISASTER 

The Tamale Lady 
twitter.com/tamalelady 

It was a hell of a year for Virginia Ramos, 
aka the Tamale Lady, aka San Francisco’s 
Patron Saint of Hangover Prevention. First, 
the grandmotherly peddler of warm meat 
and cheese encased in masa was banned 
from the popular bar Zeitgeist by the S.F. 
Department of Public Health, for her not- 
quite-above-board practices in making the 
tamales that she moves around town in her 
plastic bag-insulated coolers. A few months 
later, she teamed up with rideshare service 
Uber to distribute tamales on demand fora 
few hours one Friday. She was immortalized 
(for a few months at least) in a mural in Clar- 
ion Alley in the Mission. And, in December, 
Ramos announced that she was opening a 
brick-and-mortar near 16th and Mission 
thanks to a crowdfunding campaign and 
help from neighborhood supervisor David 
Campos. While we'll miss her miraculous 
appearance at bars like Lucky 13 and Home- 
stead just when we need her most, we look 
forward to having a permanent, BART-ad- 
jacent spot to find her delicious tamales 

— we may even enjoy them sober for once. 


BEST NEW BURGER 

Wes Burger 
facebook.com/thewesburger 

Burger slanger Wes Rowe was a photojournal- 
ist and author of a burger blog, but thankfully 
for the meat-loving citizens of San Francisco, 
he decided to get on the other side of the 
counter. His Wednesday night pop-up at Mojo 
on Divisadero is perpetually packed, and once 
you eat his food it’s easy to see why. Rowe 
understands what a burger should be: deeply 
meaty, oozing with cheese and sauce, with 
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toppings that enhance the flavor but don’t 
take away from the elemental satisfaction of 
the thing. The burger’s beefiness is achieved 
through a custom-ground brisket patty 
that’s fried in a cast-iron pan, sometimes 
with onions underneath, to season the meat 
with its own fat and juices. Rowe’s most 
famous creation is the Hot Wes, a masterful 
take on Jack in the Box’s Hot Mess, topped 
with onion rings, pickled jalapeno, and 
homemade queso, befitting his Texas roots. 
But his weekly offerings at his pop-ups 
around town range from a bruschetta burg- 
er with basil-garlic aioli, balsamic tomatoes, 
and mozzarella, to the basic All-American 
with American cheese and yellow mustard. 
And, though Rowe is a friend, when we 
closed our eyes and thought back on all the 
burgers we've eaten over the past year, his 
creations were consistently at the top. 


BEST CLASSIC BURGER 
Original Joe’s 

601 Union, 775-4877 
originaljoessf.com 

You've gotta love a place that still calls its 
burger a “hamburger sandwich.” But the 
appeal of the hamburger at Original Joe's 








doesn’t stop at the old-fashioned vernac- 
ular. In an era of fully loaded burgers, this 

is a simple creation: A thick, juicy patty is 
sandwiched between two halves of buttered, 
toasted Italian sourdough bread, along 

with some grilled onions and cheese, if 

you so choose. The fact that the burger 


Original Joe’s 
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CLOSED SUNDAY 


6439 CALIFORNIA ST. @27TH AVE. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94121 
415.751.9275 


Tea and Polo Shoppe 


WWW.TALYTARA.COM 
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has been made the same way since the 
restaurant opened in 1937 just makes it 
that much more appealing. Sit in one of the 
booths in the dark, clubby, wood-paneled 
dining room, nurse a $6 house martini or 
Manhattan, and time-travel to the days of 
Mad Men. If you're not feeling particularly 
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noir, the front room has large windows 
that overlook Washington Square Park. 


BEST NEW TASTE OF THE 
OLD WORLD 


20tn Century Cate 

198 Gough, 621-2380 
20thcenturycafe.com 

It’s easy to love the Russian honey cake, a 
dozen wafer-thin layers of spiced cake and 
honeyed sweet cream frosting that’s as ad- 
dictive as it is delicious. But to our surprise, 
it was the knishes that kept calling us back to 
Michelle Polzine’s light-filled, copper-accent- 
ed cafe in Hayes Valley. Knishes aren't the 
sexiest foods in the world, commonly associ- 
ated with countries whose national cuisines 
are decidedly not celebrated, and the versions 
we ve had in the past have lived up to our low 
expectations. Not these. Polzine’s knishes 
have a crisp, flaky pastry shell encasing sa- 
vory and smooth mashed potatoes — it’s not 
food we'd call light, exactly, but they certainly 
didn’t sit like a lead weight in our gut either. 
Which left us with enough brainpower to 
appreciate the atmosphere of this friendly 
cafe modeled on those of Vienna, Budapest, 
and Prague in the early 20th century. 


English Tea Service 


EQUESTRIAN COUTURE 
Polo & English Riding Gear 
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Award-Winning Homemade Scones 
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BEST NEW-SCHOOL 

CHINESE FOOD 

Xi An Gourmet 

3741 Geary, 668-5888 

A centuries-old cuisine is anything but “new,” 
but until recently there’s been a dearth of 
kitchens in San Francisco highlighting the 
Chinese region of Xian, with spicy, strident 
flavors that lean towards noodles over rice. 
Xi An Gourmet in the Inner Richmond is a 
no-frills affair (the “menu” consists of neon 
papers taped to the wall, each with the name 
of a dish on it) but the silky mapo tofu with 
fish and the exquisite handmade noodles 
alone should put it on every adventurer’s 
radar. Geary Boulevard is an uninter- 

rupted string of Cantonese no longer. 


BEST OLD-SCHOOL 

CHINESE FOOD 

Henry’s Hunan 

Multiple locations in San Francisco 
henryshunan.net 

Once upon a time, before the recent rise of 
Xi'an cuisine, before Mission Chinese, before 
fiery Szechuan food trickled out of the na- 
tion’s Chinatowns, there was Hunan food, and 
Henry's Hunan to serve it to the gourmands 
of San Francisco. The New Yorker called the 
original Chinatown location “the best Chinese 
restaurant in the world” in a 1976 Talk of the 
Town with only a slight whiff of hyperbole. 
Gourmet gave it a fawning write-up in 1977; 
Craig Claiborne called it “the most talked 
about restaurant in San Francisco” in The New 
York Times in 1979. Despite changing public 
tastes over the past three decades, Henry's 
Hunan has endured, though now its food 

is more predictable than cutting-edge. The 
smoked ham, a Hunanese specialty, is maybe a 
trifle salty; the signature meat pie a touch too 
oily; the dishes like kung pao chicken and hot- 
and-sour beef fairly indistinguishable from all 
the others you've ever had. But the restaurant 
is still a reliable Chinese-American delivery 
mainstay, if only out of nostalgia for the im- 
pression it left on a generations of eaters just 
awakening to the possibilities of Chinese food. 


BEST PERSON TO PACK 

YOUR LUNCH 

Amy Brown of Marla Bakery 

613 York, 824-2253 

marlabakery.com 

It’s been years since Mom has packed us 
lunch, but now we've found a surrogate in 
Amy Brown, proprietress of Marla Bakery. 
The former Nopa pastry chef is currently 
working on her Balboa Street brick-and-mor- 
tar space, but thankfully we’re able to enjoy 
the breads, Marla buns, and tarts of her labor 
in the meantime at her small pop-up window 





in the Mission. During the week, she offers 
a $15 boxed lunch, complete with a savory 
entrée (think flatbread with caramelized 
onions, bacon, and a fried egg, or a kale, 
cheese, and onion frittata); a vegetable side 
such as roasted Tokyo turnips with sherry 
vinaigrette or roasted chicories with pickled 
chantarelle mushrooms; a piece of fruit; and 
two cookies. On the weekends, Brown serves 
up brunch items like her famous English 
muffins topped with a poached egg, ancho 
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2210 Fillmore 


chili pork, and green garlic cream. No offense 
to Mom, but Brown sure has her beat. 


BEST NEIGHBORHOOD 
DIVISION CAPTURED IN 
COFFEE SHOPS 

Sugarlump and L’s Caffe 

in the Mission 

Sugarlump: 2862 24th St., 826-5867, 
sugarlumpcoffeelounge.com 

L's: 2871 24th St., 206-0274, Iscaffe.com 


ICerranee 


Cafe | Restaurant | Catering 


288 Noe St 


FOOO E OINING 


A random afternoon at L’s Caffe: The sounds 
of Spanish chatter and small children float 
around the room. The bilingual newspaper 
El Tecolote is scattered among the tables, 
and a sign on the front window declares 
that the Mission District’s culture is “not for 
sale.” Now walk directly across 24th Street 
to Sugarlump. The windows are clear of 
signs. The reading material here is The Wall 
Street Journal, The New York Times, or the 
San Francisco Chronicle. Of seven customers 





2936 College Ave 


Serving the Bay Area since 1979 
www.cafelamed.com 
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307 hayes st. 3189 16th st. 730 larkin st. 
415-874-9661 415-683-6909 415-931-6917 
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GELATERIA NAIA 
HERCULES, CA _ 


These world travelers created their gelato and sorbetto 
by exploring the rich culture and agriculture of Northern 
PRODUCER ROCCHI MMU midcli ace Cor N MUL im exe lR lar i-le-i- Lele voXeye 
makers to handcraft both classic flavors like pistachio 
PROGRAM and modern flavors like single malt whiskey. With their 
Local Producer Loan, they invented gelato bars. 
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@wholefoodsmarketsf ee 
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BEST FOOD TRUCE 
BAT HIGRINGS 


BY LOU BUSTAMANTE 
With last year’s new food 


truck zoning regulation changes, the 
food truck landscape in San Francisco 
has slowly been changing. While the 
number of trucks on city streets has 
seen a decline, the number of venues 
where the you can get a truck meal has 
increased. Here are our top five places to 
go and grab a bite. 

The OG of the food truck rallies, Off 
the Grid (offthegridsf.com) at Fort Mason 
brings together the largest number of ven- 
dors in the Bay Area, and features ven- 
ue-specific bites you won't find anywhere 
else along with beer, wine, and carnival 
games. Its new but equally excellent day- 
time gathering in the Presidio offers a 
unique lineup of food, brunch drinks, and 
music on the plushest patch of grass in the 
city. And the fact that the weekly event is 
kid-, dog-, and hungover-friendly makes it 
an instant success. 

The permanent nature of SOMA 
StrEat Food Park (428 11th St., somas- 
treatfoodpark.com) offers great perks: real 
seating including an enclosed barn and 
converted bus, heaters, TVs, and a fresh se- 
lection of food trucks twice a day. The 
crowd favorites often stop by here, but 
more importantly, this is the place were 
most new vendors cut their teeth, making 


it the best place to try the next generation 
of trucks. 

For sheer number and quality of ven- 
dors — from tiny streetside businesses to 
full on restaurants and out-of-town mobile 
food celebrities — La Cocina’s August San 
Francisco Street Food Festival (sfst- 
reetfoodfest.com) is hard to beat. The 
event takes over five city blocks, filling the 
Mission with irresistible smells, music, and 
cocktails. And the food tastes even better 
with the knowledge that the event benefits 
San Francisco's favorite culinary charity. 

While August’s Outside Lands (sfout- 
sidelands.com/taste) is primarily a music 
festival, organizers have upped the ante by 
creating a ticket-worthy showcase of local 
mobile food vendors and trucks. From 
Outside Lambs, featuring the amazing 
handiwork of The Whole Beast, to the 
small collections of vendors distributed 
through the grounds, chances are you ll 
spend as much time planning meals as your 
musical acts to see. 

Nestled on Oakland’s Jack London 
Square waterfront and focused on celebrat- 
ing the East Bay and local scene, the three- 
day Eat Real Festival (eatrealfest.com) 
draws huge crowds every September. The 
$5 bites offered from each vendor, proxim- 
ity to the ferry, and large schedule of free 


demos makes this worth the trek over. 
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in the store, six are hunched over laptops. 


Both places offer a good cup of coffee at a fair 


price. But they serve two different cities. 


BEST Dba Ll alt teas aed MEAT 
4505 Mec tche 

1909 Miccion’ +. 255- 3094 

4505meats.com 


Ryan and Cesalee Farr’s Mission shop offers 


meats sourced from local ranches and farms 
(duck, beef, pork, and chicken), prepared 
foods (smoked meats, sausages, and sides), 
and ethereal savory-and-sweet pork rind 
chicharrones. Farr says he’s not trying to 
create anything new, and favors “support- 
ing ancient techniques” at the shop. That 
includes butchering whole animals, proving 
that even new-school temples can work 


BEST inl TORIC 
TOUR OF S.F. 
RES TAURANT S 


BYANNAROTH 
Not long after moving to 
the city, I happened upon a copy of A 
Cook's Tour of San Francisco, a delightful 
51-year-old guidebook to S.F. restaurants 
penned by late local food writer Doris 
Muscatine. The book shows you around 
the city’s elegant French and Continental 
dining rooms, meanders through the 
restaurants of North Beach, Chinatown, 
and Fisherman’s Wharf, and provides a 
snapshot not only of the San Francisco 
culinary world in the early ’60s, but also 
of the city’s food history up to that point. 
Most of the restaurants are long gone, 
of course — their proprietors, menus, and 
decor live on only through these descrip- 
tions, and it’s impossible to read about 


them without getting nostalgic for a world! 


never knew. I'd love to try the fried chicken 
at The Barbary, where Cotogna is today, in 
which the bird was cooked under a brick to 
become “unexcelled in the crispness of its 
skin and the contrasting succulence of its 
meat.” And Veneto in North Beach sounds 
like a good time: It featured a “real gondola 
afloat in a real canal” that went between 
rooms, a dining room with an “enormous 
collection of dolls,” and another one witha 
“replica of an Italian grotto with an abun- 
dant crop of stalactites.” 

Even stranger to read about are the 
handful of restaurants that are miracu- 
lously still around. Some, like Tadich Grill 
and the Garden Court at the Palace Hotel, 
don’t sound like they've aged a day. But it’s 
fun to imagine the San Francisco in which 
the Buena Vista Cafe was not just a tourist 
destination but “a pleasantly ramshackle 
place, very crowded on week-end [sic] eve- 
nings, at Sunday brunches, and any night 

after the theatre,” and populated with 


“people from the neighborhood, business- 
men from all over, socialites, and the sports 
car set.” 

Though most of the city’s restaurant 
names and concepts have changed dozens 
of times since A Cook’s Tour was published, 
the deeper underpinnings of the San Fran- 
cisco restaurant scene are surprisingly 
recognizable a half century later. S.F. diners 
loved salads, oysters, Dungeness crab, 
steam beer, theme bars (especially those 
dressed up like old-timey saloons), and 
complaining that their city was changing 
beyond recognition. Muscatine’s book is an 
unqualified celebration of the thriving 
restaurant scene of her day, but her sense 
that things are changing for the worse occa- 
sionally creeps in. 

“As a group, San Francisco restaurants 
are showing the despoilment of Interior 
Decoration and the ravages of Expense Ac- 
count thinking,” she writes in her section 
on old-school San Francisco restaurants. 
“Redwood and Roman brick have become 
as much of a cliché as the baked potato with 
sour cream and chives.” 

Swap in Edison bulbs and subway tiles, 
and seared pork belly with a side of roasted 
Brussels sprouts, and that sentence could 
run in any publication today. And it would 
illustrate the same sentiment: that the city 
is homogenizing, that it’s becoming a less 
interesting version of its former self. Mus- 
catine published A Cook's Tour in 1963, a 
year sandwiched between two great forces 
of cultural change — after the Beats but be- 
fore the Hippies — and she didn't know at 
the time that some of the city’s most 
strange, interesting, and revolutionary 
days were yet to come. The constant in San 
Francisco isn’t just change — it’s the way 
we react to it. 
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rotisserie & grill 


old-school touches. And he'll continue to sliced; and “king-size appetites” can go for 
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work his meat-cutting magic at 4505’s new the massive 14- to 16-ounce King Henry VIII 


Best Lamb Chorizo Burger in Town! 


barbecue joint at Divisadero and Grove. cut. The meat is the main draw, of course, 


but the included sides are a part of the show: 


2427 3rd St, SF 
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415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
8am—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 


Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 
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Join Us FoR THESE CLIFF House WeeKiy FavoRITES 


¢ Wine Lovers’ Tuesday — Half Priced Bottled Wines” 

¢ Bistro Wednesday Nights — $28 Three-Course Prix Fixe 
* Friday Night Jazz in the Balcony Lounge 

¢ Sunday Champagne Brunch Buffet 


*Some restrictions apply. Promotions are not valid on holidays. 


Tue Lanps END Lookout 


Be sure to visit the Lookout Cafe at the Lands End visitor center. 


Operated by the Cliff House team, the cafe serves delicious, 
locally sourced grab-and-go items. The center, operated by the 
Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, offers educational 
exhibits, stunning views, and the amazing Lands End Trails. 
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BEST CLASSIC TEMPLE 

TO MEAT 

House of Prime Rib 

1906 Van Ness, 885-4605 
houseofprimerib.net 

Start with a strong house martini. Next, 
watch medium-rare prime rib (perfection) 
get carved tableside. Your biggest decision 
at House of Prime Rib is which of the four 
cuts of meat you feel like tackling: The 
smallest is the City Cut, at 8 to 10 ounces; 
the 11- to 13-ounce House of Prime Rib Cut 
and English cuts vary only in the way they’re 


steaming Yorkshire pudding, and slaw- 
romaine-beet salad with tomatoey dressing. 


BEST NEW SPECIALTY 
MARKET 

Local Mission Market 

2670 Harrison, 795-3355 
localmissionmarket.com 

If you're the type who likes to spend an 
exorbitant amount of time in the grocery 


store, browsing every shelf and trying to talk 


yourself out of (or into) purchasing fancy 
condiments and expensive cheese, then 


BEST PLACES NER 
PURCES WIT hl CRAZ- 
LONG WAITS 


BY PETE KANE 

Only residents of the Soviet 
Union willingly waited in line for food 
longer than San Franciscans do. And 
while we have it a lot easier than, say, des- 
perate comrades hoping the government 
dairy surrogate didn’t run out, it’s still ut- 
terly ridiculous. But when the restaurants 
best known for their eternal wait times 
leave you steaming in a hangry rage, just 
know that there are alternatives. 

Mission Chinese Food (2234 Mis- 
sion, 863-2800, missionchinesefood.com) 
isn't quite the roaring destination it was 
when it opened, but the waits can still be 
substantial, especially for groups looking to 
share. If it’s peculiar, unexpectedly vegan 
options you crave, turn to Gracias Madre 
(2211 Mission, 683-1346, gracias-madre. 
com), just down the block. It may have suf- 
fered from its connection to the cultish 
Café Gratitude chain, but it’s a legitimate 
high-end Mexican restaurant, with lots of 
vegan cheese equivalents that will please 
even the staunchest paleo-neo-caveman. 

April Bloomfield’s revamped Tosca 
Café (242 Columbus, 986-9651, toscaca- 
fesf.com) has garnered near-universal ac- 
claim since opening, and its location very 
near the tourist quadrant doesn't help the 
wait times. Instead, try Comstock Sa- 
loon (155 Columbus, 617-0071, comstock- 
saloon.com), an equally upscale tour 

through all the reinvigorated classics. 


Both restaurants serve chicken livers and 
roast chicken, and both offer superb $12 
cocktails whose names start with Z and 
contain pineapple gum, but only Comstock 
goes full-on Jazz Age with the music and 
interior. 

While cleverer people have hacked 
State Bird Provisions’ (1529 Fillmore, 
795-1272, statebirdsf.com) algorithm to 
booka table, and San Franciscans with a 
curious excess of both time and money 
can line up at 4 p.m. for the few walk-in ta- 
bles, genuinely smart foodies know about 
The Social Study (1795 Geary, 292- 
7417, socialstudysf.com) around the cor- 
ner. It’s a beautifully laid out space that 
manages to combine facets of a wine bar, 
gastropub, and coffee house into one — 
with a resident DJ. Relax, you'll get your 
quail someday. 

Let’s say you want a Hangtown fry real 
bad but the wait at Brenda's Soul Food 
(652 Polk, 345-8100, frenchsoulfood.com) 
is approximately four hours and 45 min- 
utes. Virtually around the corner is Cham- 
bers Eat + Drink (601 Eddy, 496-5178, 
chambers-sf.com), a great alternative inside 
the Phoenix Hotel. It’s very L.A., bragging 
about being a celeb hangout, plus there's 
mimosa bottle service at brunch, but the 
prices are comparable to Brenda's without 
the ungodly queues. And if you must have 
watermelon tea, stop by Libby Jane Café, 
the grab-and-go little sister to Brenda's. 
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Local Mission Market is the place for you. 
Here, a team of chefs working in an open 
kitchen beside the shop make just about 
everything, from stock and sausage to pasta 
and baguettes, and what they can’t make is 
locally sourced. The 2,700-square-foot store 
offers more space to wander than some oth- 
er specialty stores in the city. If you're not 
into leisurely grocery shopping, order your 
goods on the website for pickup or delivery. 
It may just be the future of how we shop. 


BEST CLASSIC SPECIALTY 
MARKET 

Lucca 

1100 Valencia, 647-5581 
luccaravioli.com 

Some things are never meant to change, 

like the ravioli at Lucca in the Mission. Soft, 
pillowy pockets of pasta stuffed with creamy 
ricotta cheese are ready to go home with you 
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Local Mission 





. Re ff iN : 


Anna Roth 
and bathe in a rich tomato sauce. You'll find 
all of the above and more at Lucca Ravioli 
Company, a S.F. staple since 1925, back when 
the Mission was an Italian and Irish nabe. The 
family-owned market seems to have hardly 
changed in the intervening century. Bread, 
cheese, meatballs, lasagna, pizza dough, cured 
meats, and imported Italian goods still line 
the shelves, and while you wait for the apron- 
clad staff behind the counter to wrap up your 
order, you can look up to the ceiling mural of 
Italy and imagine yourself in the Old World. 


BEST IMPROBABLY DELICIOUS 
DESSERT 

King Kobbler 

twitter.com/kingkobbler 

At first he seems like just another local 
eccentric wandering Divisadero and the 
Lower Haight clad in a suit, royal purple 
velvet cape, and costume-shop crown like 


Since 1938 
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18 SILVER DOLLAR 
SWHDISH PANCAKES 
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SEARS FINE FOOD is a San Francisco legend. 


Famous for our silver dollar pancakes, we've now 
p 


expanded our menu to include a succulent Pork 


Chop, Grilled Angus Steak, Pan Roasted Sea Bass, 


& Classic Pot Roast along with a blue cheese 
wedge salad to die for! We have a full bar & 
awesome Coconut Pecan Bread Pudding. 
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www.sidewalk-juice.com 


Coming Soon! 
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Pollo Campero is fast becoming a favorite of American families 
who enjoy the authentic Latin flavor of the unique fried and 
grilled chicken that has been our signature since 1971. By our 
Latin heritage, we bring a passion for quality, freshness and 
hospitality to every one of our restaurants, where each day 
our food is prepared fresh, and lovingly seasoned by hand. 


* Does not apply to catering orders. 





oo 


2740 Mission St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415.625.0801 


www.campero.com 


RANCISCO ; 





the King of Cartoons from Pee-Wee’s Play- 
house. But as you get closer, you realize that 
the man is selling something sweet out of 
his faded yellow, three-wheeled Cushman. 
King Kobbler, otherwise known as local 
blues musician Big Bones, says he started 
making cobbler years ago when he moved 
out of his grandmother’s house and found 
himself craving her recipe enough to put in 
the work to re-create it. He started selling 
his version out of his beat-up Cushman 
about a year and a half ago to make ends 
meet. Though he offers a variety of fruit 
flavors, all at $5 for an 8-ounce container, 
peach is the original and best in his mind. 
We can vouch for its excellence. It’s got the 
full roundness of that summery peach flavor 
with just enough lemony tartness to keep 
it from being saccharine. We'll be back for 
more, just as he assured us we would be. 


BEST “NEW” BEVERAGE 

San Francisco Mead Company 
1180 Shafter, 819-4947 

sfmead.com 

Mead is one of the oldest alcoholic bev- 
erages on earth, and it’s a minor miracle 
that it took until now for honey wine to 
make a comeback. There are a few new 
manufacturers in town, but our favor- 
ite comes from the San Francisco Mead 
Company, run by husband-and-wife team 
Sarah Jones and Oron Benary. They use 
honey from the Mendocino forest to make 
their surprisingly dry wine, with hints of 
caramel, vanilla, oak from aging barrels, 
and a deep woodsy taste. You can visit 
their Bayview headquarters for samples 
and tours (noon-6 p.m. on Saturdays), or 
find their products at shops like Bi-Rite, 
Rainbow, Whole Foods, Healthy Spir- 

its, and Local Cellar, and at restaurants 
like Bar Tartine and Pizzeria Delfina. 


BEST LINE INNOVATION 
Pizzeria Delfina’s Waitcam 
dropcam.com/p/PizzeriaMission 

The pizza is always great at Pizzeria Delfina. 
The restaurant’s Neapolitan-style mar- 
gherita pie is one of the best in the city; its 
wood-fired crust is as light as it is chewy; its 
side dishes highlight the best of the season 
in simple, satisfying ways. None of this is a 
secret, which is why there is almost always 
a wait at the restaurant’s Mission location 
at 18th and Guerrero. But there’s hope 

for people craving a thin-crust pie and a 
side of ethereal meatballs who don’t want 
to show up and find a wait of an hour or 
more. Last fall, Delfina installed a webcam 
pointing live at its chalkboard waiting list. 
So now you can not only see if there are 20 


hungry people who will get seated before 


you and decide to order delivery instead, 
but you can also put your name on the 
list and head elsewhere for a drink or two 
while keeping an eye on your progress. 


BEST RESTAURANT EMPIRE 
Nopa 

nopalize.com 

In 2006, in an unpopulated area ona 
largely avoided street, three talented people 
opened a restaurant. Eight years later, that 
restaurant has cemented itself as a fixture 
of the neighborhood, a gathering place 

for those seeking extraordinary, locally 
conscious food, expertly crafted cocktails, 
and carefully selected bottles of wine. Those 
three people are Jeff Hanak and Allyson 
and Laurence Jossel, and that restaurant is 
Nopa. Since its doors first swung open, the 
bustling Divisadero institution has never 
slowed, and neither have those behind its 
success. In 2009, the trio teamed up with 
Gonzalo Guzman to pay homage to Nopa’s 
Mexican-inspired family meals with the 
inception of Nopalito, Nopa’s south-of-the- 
border little sister, which became an instant 
success serving sought-after carnitas, 
pozole, ceviche, and mezcal margaritas. 
Three years later, Nopalito expanded to a 
second location in the Inner Sunset. The 
team is at it once again, this time partner- 
ing with chef Ravi Kapur (of Prospect and 
Liholiho Yacht Club fame) to launch a to- 
be-named Sutter Street spot that promises 
to be distinctly San Francisco. Whatever 
the ultimate result, we will be waiting with 
anticipation at the front of the (assuredly 
long) line. But even beyond their food 

and lauded libations, the wildly successful 
restaurateurs impress us with their stead- 
fast relationships with farmers, producers, 
and most importantly, every fortunate 
guest who walks through their doors. 


BEST DISH WITH 

A BACKSTORY 

Bunny Chow at Amawele’s 

101 Spear, 536-5900 
amawelessouthafricankitchen.com 

At Amawele’s South African Kitchen in 
the Rincon One Center, the menu comes 
straight from the streets of Durban, a city 
with a volatile history and food shaped by 
waves of immigration. Legend has it that 
Bunny Chow — curried chicken and pota- 
toes poured into the hollowed out end of a 
white bread loaf — came about by neces- 
sity during apartheid, when shop owners 
needed an easy way to sneak takeaway food 
out back windows to feed excluded people. 
Hollowing out an end of bread made for a 
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BEST APPS FOR 
Thi FOIE 


BYALYSSAJAFFER 


Foodies are only as good as 
their tools — a fork and knife, a sharp 
palate and a hearty appetite. But when 
“apps no longer stands for appetizers, a 
smartphone is a must. Here are five great 
apps for the foodie that go way beyond 
Yelp and Instagram. 

If you're feeling overwhelmed by a com- 
plex menu, reconsider your Wikipedia 
search on ingredients and download 
Chef's Feed (chefsfeed.com) instead. Per- 
sonally endorsed by co- 
median and actor Aziz 
Ansari, this app collects 
dish recommendations 
from notable local chefs 
for all your favorite 
restaurants. Follow S.F’s 
most celebrated chefs like 
Thomas Keller and Daniel 
Patterson to see what 
dishes they love to eat, 
from fine dining restau- 
rants to your favorite 
hole-in-the wall haunt. 
“San Francisco is the epi- 
center of culinary and 
technology innovation. 
Born in S.F,, Chef’s Feed 
encapsulates the best of 
both industries,” says co-creater Jared Ri- 
vera. The app — which has extended to 
two dozen cities around the world — also 
brings a social media aspect to eating, so 
users can follow their friends’ activity to 
see what they re munching on, and share 
and plan their own most indulgent culi- 
nary adventures. 

What's better than scheduling dinner 
reservations without the hold time on the 
phone? Discounted dinner reservations 
without the hold time on the phone. Pow- 
ered by Groupon and available on iOS and 
Android in over a dozen cities, Savored 
(savored.com) allows users to make restau- 
rant bookings with sizable price cuts to the 
dinner bill. Depending on the dining time, 
guests can save up to 40 percent during off- 
peak hours when the reservation is booked 
through Savored, no coupons necessary. 
The app covers restaurants all over S.F.,, as 
well as the Peninsula and East Bay. It’s the 

perfect app for the frugal foodie. 





Chef's Feed 


As San Franciscans, skepticism is sec- 
ond nature, even when it comes to what’s 
in our food. In an effort to promote health- 
ier eating, app Fooducate (fooducate. 
com) allows users to scan the barcode of 
packaged food at the grocery store, rate its 
nutrition level based on ingredients, and 
get suggestions for healthier alternatives. 
Available on both iOS and Android, Foodu- 
cate gives products a grade from A to D 
with a breakdown of nutritional facts with 
warning of red flags. Users can set weight- 
loss goals and compare the 
nutritional value of prod- 
ucts side-by-side. What 
you learn may shock you, 
but kindly shove your out- 
rage to the side in the nar- 
row aisles of Bi-Rite. 

For the sophisticated 
sommelier, choosing a 
wine is an art form. For the 
rest of us who can't really 
taste the difference be- 
tween Yellowtail and Na- 
pa’s finest, San Francisco's 
Hello Vino (hellovino. 
com) is a good solution. 
The app helps users choose 
the best wine for the occa- 
sion, based on a variety of 
criteria: with a particular meal or food 
(meats, pasta, seafood, cheese, dessert), by 
type, and by taste. You can even snapa 
shot of the wine youre considering to get 
more details about it, and get access to spe- 
cial offers on wine based on your location. 
Hello Vino is sure to supplement your (lack 
of) wine knowledge to impress your date, 
parents, or snobby boss. 

Wouldn't it be great if all the people 
posting food porn all over the social medias 
had one specific outlet to show off their 
meals? Turns out, there is. S.F’s Food- 
Gawker (foodgawker.com) is essentially a 
cross between Instagram and Pinterest for 
the foodie. Through a curated photo gallery 
of food images, users can search or browse 
through photos for recipe ideas, tech- 
niques, and culinary inspiration. While we'd 
rather be eating food than looking at it, the 
app provides a visually decadent platform 
for culinary beauty, with an added element 
of social media engagement. 


SINCE 1928 


STEAKHOUSE 
ad 


REAL STEAKS. REAL MARTINIS. 
REAL SAN FRANCISCO. 


—DINNER— 


TUESDAY-SATURDAY 
FROM 5:30PM 
COCKTAILS FROM 5:00PM 


— LUNCH — 


BUCKAROO LUNCH ON THURSDAYS, 
BRING YOUR BADGE! 
11:30AM-2PM 


oe PIS G7-\C] 1 POO) 94) i P=) 1-18 
¢ GRASS FED BEEF 
¢ MESQUITE GRILL 
¢ PRIVATE ROOMS AVAILABLE 
¢ HAPPY HOUR TUES-SAT 5-6 


659 MERCHANT ST. 415-781-7058 
ALFREDSSTEAKHOUSE.COM 
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LA NOTE 


RESTAURANT PROVENCAL 


An authentic taste of France 
BREAKFAST » LUNCH ~- DINNER 
Award-winning garden — Open seasonally 


Ailamasseleciimelyeiliclala 
to rent for private parties 


2377 SHATTUCK AVE. BERKELEY 510.843.1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


Visit Our New Sister Cafe & Terrace 
2020 Kittredge St. Berkeley 


www.cafeclem-downtown.com 
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415-401-8770  www.pigandpiesf.com 
Takeout and delivery available 























































































































BEST NEW 





Carmen Troesser 


RES TAURAINT: 


VERBENA 


BYANNAROTH 
I laughed out loud when the 


plate of carrots arrived, thick and 
meaty slices sprinkled with fresh herbs 
and scattered on the plate like trees in 
a forest after a storm. There were little 
puddles of spring green and day glo- 
orange goo here and there, and a smear 
of something toffee-colored. It all just 
seemed so overwrought for a mere 
carrot. Then I took a bite, and the world 
turned over. 

Verbena is not a perfect restaurant 
— the meat and seafood dishes are 
sometimes lacking, the cocktails could 
push more boundaries, the prices make 
it a splurge for many (that plate of 
carrots was $14). But when it excels, 
Verbena’s sheer audacity, its ability to 
surprise and even shock, and its 
executive chef Sean Baker’s ability to 
transform the humblest of ingredients, 
all come together to create one of the 
most exciting restaurants I've visited in 
the past year. All that at a place where 
the vegetables steal the show. 

How to explain the brassicas, a bowl 

of purees in contrasting colors, with 


alien-looking purple broccoli, seared 
Brussels sprouts, and sauteed greens 
peeking through like spring vegetables 
emerging from the soil? On one hand, it 
was simple, a riff on broccoli and 
cheddar, but that would ignore the 
fierce technique behind it. Or the 
“cardoons and parsnips, kale, yogurt, 
charmoula’ dish, whose silly plating — 
a ring of parsnip chips and roasted 
vegetables around the plate, its center 
scattered with black olive-and-hay dust 
and dollops of parsnip yogurt — belied 
a beautiful, harmonious, and richly 
layered bite. 

You ll notice that these are all winter 
ingredients. I visited Verbena in 
mid-February, when fresh produce is 
limited, even in California. I look for- 
ward to many more trips to the hand- 
some, high-ceilinged dining room to see 
what happens as we get into the full 
glory of spring and summer and Baker 
applies his talent to peaches and toma- 
toes as well as carrots and cardoons. 


2323 Polk, 441-2323 
verbenarestaurant.com 
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discrete bowl that kept curry from spilling, 
and earned the name “Bunny Chow,” the 
distorted evolution of the word Bania, a 
caste of Indian merchants whom it fed. 


BEST TRUSTAFARIAN 
BREAKFAST 

Superhero Breakfast at 

Green Heart Foods 

3321 20th St., 800-8910 
greenheartfoods.com 

Green Heart Foods is a kind of rare dream 
spot for busy but health-conscious folks, 
yogis with money, thriving freelancers 
with time for self-care, and really any- 
one looking to spend $9 on a smoothie 
with vitamineral greens and raw cacao. 
To be fair, it’s adamn good smoothie, 
and the rest of the food is terrific. Best 
for breakfast, though, is the Superhero 
Bowl: a slick and chewy mix of chia seeds, 
fresh coconut milk, maple syrup, and goji 
berries. Toothsome, sweet, and dense- 

ly packed with premium nutrients, it 
makes hippiedom feel quite luxe indeed. 


BEST NEW TACO TRUCK 
Burr-Eatery 

burr-eatery.com 

Yes, the bright red cart that Aaron 
Bullington and Isla Ruffo operate as the 
Burr-Eatery serves burritos, but don’t 
expect a super-sized gut bomb the size 
of your arm. Instead, the truck special- 
izes in something more like folded tacos 
than Mission burritos. Traditional in the 
northern Mexico state of Sonora, where 
cattle and flour tortillas rule, the smaller 
size lacks the excess of salsas, guacamole, 
and sour cream, which means the focus 
is on the quality of the fillings. Every- 
thing is house-made, local, and organic, 
even the thin tortillas based on either 
butter for the vegetarians or pork lard for 
the meat eaters. These tortillas are key 

to what makes the burritos so special. 
They are tender, extremely flavorful, and 
strong enough to hold every last drop of 
the juicy fillings. The Carne Deshebrada, 
shredded brisket mixed with green chiles 
and small diced potatoes, is outstanding, 
as is the pork cooked in dried chiles, but 
even the strictest carnivore will love the 
Vegetariano, which comes with a luscious 
mix of chard, cactus, chiles, and cheese. 


BEST CLASSIC TACO TRUCK 
El Gallo Giro 

Corner of 23rd and Treat streets 
Taco trucks like El Gallo Giro are the 
originals of the food truck scene. Some- 
times, distracted by the audacity of the 


graphics and menu at the newest truck, we 
forget about the simple (and filling) delight 
that comes from a classic $1.50 carnitas 
taco. There’s nothing fancy at this truck, 
just the egalitarian pleasure of chunks of 
pork seared on the grill long enough to 

get the edges crisp, but not so long that 
they dry out. A quick splash of a medi- 
um-hot salsa, diced onions, and chopped 
cilantro gets sprinkled on the pork after 
it’s nestled on a couple of corn tortillas. 
Take one bite and they re-establish what 
the baseline for a great taco is — and how 
little you really need to make it delicious. 


BEST BACON-WRAPPED 

HOT DOG 

Leo’s Hot Dogs 

19th and Mission streets 

They’re known elsewhere as Tijuana 
Bacon Dogs — and if the word “Tijua- 

na’ doesn't sufficiently connote danger, 
they’re also called Danger Dogs — but 

in San Francisco, we just call ‘em what 
they are: bacon-wrapped hot dogs. Also, 
“delicious.” There are growing numbers of 
vendors in the Mission, but aficionados of 
frankfurters swaddled in salted pork belly 
swear by Leo’s Hot Dogs, a shiny metal 
trailer found at the southwest corner of 
19th and Mission on weekend nights. Be 
sure to ask for extra onions, and remem- 
ber: You could die tomorrow, so why not 
enjoy a bacon-wrapped hot dog today? 


BEST TWIST ON JUICING 
Brazilian Jus Cleanse 

at Gaucho Mark’s 

1801 Divisadero 
gauchomarkssf.tumbir.com 

Founded by Mark Argent, a self-described 
“tech-worker vegan turned conscien- 
tious-heritage carnivore,’ Gaucho Mark’s 
is a Brazilian steakhouse and juicery of- 
fering San Francisco’s first-ever beef juice 
cleanse. The meat is prepared churrascaria 
style, a South American style rotisserie 
barbecue process wherein the juice is 
extracted from the meat as it cooks. 
Located at the intersection of Divisade- 
ro at Bush in Lower Pacific Heights, the 
juicery was born when Argent, an ardent 
gym buff, couldn't find a juice cleanse 
satisfying enough. So he set out to create 
his own. Each gulp has flavorful au jus 
and concentrated spices — a good thing, 
since you only drink broth and water 
during the entire cleanse. A three-day 
cleanse costs $99 plus $30 for a vintage 
Stanley thermos; it’s $150 for seven days 
and $599 for 30. Each batch is delivered 
hot daily or you can pick up in store. 
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ALL ORGANIC PRODUCE ¢ ARTISAN CHEESES 
GEUPENFEREE OR TONS 3 ORG ANG yp EE! 
NATURAL & ORGANIC MEAT COUNTER 
BIODYNAMIC WINES « NON-GMO PRODUCTS 
NATURAL BODYCARE & WELLNESS « LOCAL 





YOUR EVERYDAY 
FARMERS MARKET 
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LOCATIONS: 


3060 FILLMORE ST. 
415.567.6900 


2140 POLK ST. 
415.675./420 


Se 4 


OPEN EVERYDAY 
8:00 am-9:00pm 


realfoodco.com 
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DINE-IN ¢ TAKE OUT ¢ DELIVERY 
Open TULL tam Every da yy! 


UNION SQUARE: 420 Geary St 415-346-3121 


TRY OUR SECRET MENU 
SUNSET: 2123 Irving St 415-753-3347 


www.chabaathaicuisinesf.com 
Call for Catering Options & Discounts 
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BEST TRADITIONAL 
JUICING SPOT 

Sidewalk Juice 
3100 24th St., 624-3803 
sidewalk-juice.com 
We're all for supporting healthy living and 
local business. Sidewalk Juice, open since 
2006, is the ideal marriage of the two. This 
site provides plenty of options for those 
who love to get their healthy daily servings 
of fruits and veggies, but is also accom- 
modating to those who want something 
sweeter than plain kale juice. Try the Green 
Energy Juice, full of spinach, parsley, 
kale, celery, cucumber, apple, lemon, and 
a hint of ginger. For “cheat days,” the kale 
colada smoothie seamlessly blends fresh 
organic kale, coconut juice, pineapple, 
coconut shreds, and pineapple sorbet. 


BEST TORTILLAS 

La Palma 

2884 24th St., 647-1500 
lapalmasf.com 

The bustling “Mexi-catessan” has been 
serving up handmade tortillas since 1953, 
and now supplies them wholesale to a few 
dozen restaurants and shops — including 
about 8 million a year to popular chain 
Tacolicious. Even the machine-rolled 
tortillas La Palma now sells have a lightness 
that most tortillas only dream of achieving, 
but the handmade ones, available in taco 
form for 60 cents more ($2.59/$3.19), area 
revelation, with a griddled, buttery, crispy 
exterior and almost-custardy interior. The 
corn taste of the masa is subtle, but it’s 
definitely present — it doesn’t overpower 
the fillings, but works in tandem in them, 
making these tortillas a necessary part of 
the taco experience instead of merely acting 
as a girdle for the meat inside. And they’re 
thick enough so that two tacos leaning 
against each other stand up by themselves. 


BEST NEW SUSHI 

Maruya 

2931 16th St., 503-0702 
maruyasf.com 

With his diminutive Mission District 
restaurant set in the former Bar Bambi- 
no space, chef-owner Masaki Sasaki is 
introducing a special style of sushi-making 
to a neighborhood fraught with fried roll 
abominations. Sasaki shows off a rare 
practice originated in Tokyo called edomae. 
On the surface, it looks like what we think 
of as nigiri, in which fish is presented 
simply over rice, but the edomae fish 
selections are often marinated or even 
cured before serving. The results melt 

in your mouth via an evolving palette of 


flavors. The meal choices are omakase, 
which means Sasaki decides the actual 
contents over a leisurely paced meal in a 
tranquil room. In other words, you'll have 
to look elsewhere for that quick fix of spicy 
tuna and California rolls served over house 
music beats, and that is truly refreshing. 


BEST PLACE FOR POP-UPS 
Naked Kitchen 

945 Valencia 

nakedkitchensf.com 

Pop-up restaurants have become increas- 
ingly more pervasive in San Francisco, 
where the cost and legalities involved in 
starting a brick-and-mortar restaurant are 
both prohibitive and frustrating. When 
the burden of astronomical overhead 

is not in the picture, chefs are freer to 
experiment with their art, allowing the 
diner more opportunities to see a culinar- 
ian’s true creativity. Naked Kitchen has 
established itself as an elegant permanent 
home for a variety of pop-ups, including 
elaborate tasting menus from Mullen and 
Smith and decadent brunches by Ante 
Meridian. Beyond cultivating a follow- 
ing of diners, it also serves as a space 
where chefs can woo potential investors. 
Without the availability of this warm, 
brick-lined, and wood-accented room 
equipped with Barbie’s Dream Kitchen, 
worthy chefs would have to contemplate 
setting up a card table at a dive bar. 


BEST HAIGHT STREET 
REINVENTION 

Second Act Marketplace 

and Events 

1727 Haight, 668-3994 
www.secondactsf.com 

After a 31-year run of their independent 
Red Vic Movie House on Haight Street, 
owners Jack and Betsy Rix have trans- 
formed the site into a combination of an 
artisan food court and community event 
center. It took nearly two years of con- 
struction to make the change, and the final 
result shows a thoughtful reinterpretation 
of the space. Current tenants include 

the fresh-pressed juicery RAW, a bakery 
cooperative called Community Craft, 

the Russian Anda Piroshki, coffee and 
Southern food from High Cotton Kitchen, 
and dried herb purveyor Spice Hound. The 
room where the films were screened has 
been retooled into a multipurpose space 
available to rent for screenings, concerts, 
readings, and other gatherings. The owners 
also plan to hold their own film events, 

so there’s a chance for quirky festivals 

like “Brain-Eating Surf Movie Night.” 


Celebrating 


of deliciousness in 
San Francisco’s 
Lower Haight 


WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 


10am to 4pm 


SERVING THE 
FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


SERVING QUALITY 
ROASTED COFFEE, BEST UF 


PASTERIES, VOTED BEST PIZZA 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH 4 TIMES 


———— _ FAST FREE DELIVERY! 


668-5577 421-0700 


783 Haight St. 


415-864-0955 959-1515 206-0555 
thegrinacate.com 


LUNCH 345-0600 896-0700 
WEEKDAYS 


11am-4pm 
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ORDER ONLINE AT 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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COFFEE HOUSE av ROASTING COMPANY ry 
Best Neighborhood Coffee Shop 2011 


LIVE MUSIC 


HAPPIER HOUR EVERY WED ple aSures 


$3 PINTS 6PNI-10PMI 
JAZZ EVERY SUNDAY 4PM-7PM 6: afe 


WINE | BEER ON TAP | OPEN LATE 
Ei 3434 BALBOA ST - 36fH AVE +» 415-387-4022 


i 


OETECA 


CAPE + WINE BAR 


THANK YOU 


FOR VOTING US 
BEST WINE BAR 
SINCE 2009 





1551 DOLORES AT VALLEY 
415.824.5524 + noeteca.com 














FILIPINO FUSION FOOD TRUCK 


7 <= 
Best Burger in towntl! | BEST OF SF WINNER: 


3 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
NOW SERVING OUR FAMOUS eT yy 2011, 2012, 2 2012 


“J BURGER” , BEST FUSION 2012 
11A-10P DAILY 


WWW.JASPERSCORNERTAP.COM 


401 TAYLOR STREET SAN FRANCSICO, CA Fic 
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CDXX Croughnut », 





Pete Kane 


BEST UOUGRINUT'S 
AND CRONUTS 


BY PETE KANE 


The cronut/croughnut craze 
earned its fair share of eyerolls 
because it was so transparently 
gimmicky. However, those eyes 
tended to roll all the way back into 
people’s heads once they actually 

ate one. And then there’s the actual 
doughnut, a once-humble breakfast 
item that’s been fancified right along 
with the Third Wave coffee you'd 
never think of dunking one in. San 


Francisco has no lack of great options. 


At first glance, the Pork Belly dough- 
nuts at The Willows (1582 Folsom, 
529-2039, thewillowssf.com) in SOMA 
look more like one of those Chinese 
takeout afterthoughts that you tack 
onto the end of an order, but hot and 
fresh, with maple bourbon glaze, 
they’re delicious. At three for $6.25, 
they’re neither pricey nor dirt-cheap, 
but just about the epitome of bar 
junk food. 

And it’s obvious that The Willows’ 
inspiration came at least in part from 
Dynamo (2760 24th St. or 110 Yacht 
Rd., 920-1978, dynamodonut.com), 
whose maple bacon doughnut is the 
equivalent to Humphry Slocombe’s Se- 

cret Breakfast: It’s what almost every- 


one wants to try on their first time in. 
That said, it’s the Bitter Queen that re- 
ally shows off Sara Spearin’s baking 
prowess. Flecked with grapefruit and 
iced with a Campari glaze, it’s light and 
surprisingly subtle, and the impish 
name folds neatly into Dynamo’s 
queer vibe. 

For an actual croughnut, you'll have 
to schlep to the Bayview, where CDXX 
(5800 Third St., 652-5450, cdxx.co) — 
420 in Roman numerals — fries a su- 
premely flaky version. Coated 
completely in sugar, and served witha 
jazzy caramel drizzle, it’s a latecomer to 
the croughnut scene that proves this 
was no mere fad — and you can get a 
blueberry pie one. 

But for the absolute zenith of fussi- 
ness, turn to weekend pop-up Bespoke 
Doughnuts (facebook.com/bespoke- 
doughnuts). These boys don’t have to 
get up at 1 a.m. like real bakers because 
every single doughnut on the rotating 
menu is made to order, and the 
Tacoughnut is a masterpiece of fusion, 
made with chipotle-infused tinga, cilan- 
tro, onion, and an avocado crema filling. 
At $4.50 a pop, they’re hardly a Krispy 
Kreme, but absolutely worth every 
messy bite. 






A delicious little meal all 
wrapped up in a crepe cone. 





SERVING SF 
SINCE 2000! 
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Nob Hill Club 


at InterContinental Mark Hopkins San Francisco 
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Breakfast : Lunch : Dinner : American Wine Bar 


One Nob Hill, 999 California St., San Francisco, CA 94108 
TheNobHillClub.com 415 392 3434 
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Crispy 
Plantain Chips 


7 


3415 California St. (at Laurel St.) 
FREE PARKING IN REAR 
415-221-5500 ArtesanoSF.com 


OPEN DAILY * HAPPY HOUR NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


- 
TWITTER @DANNYCOYLES era 
SCAN HERE FOR OUR Bi ty chat 


FACEBOOK SPORTS SCHEDULE (obee=2s 


AX 03131010) 4 


668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) + 415-558-8375 








“TAQUE E RIA. 
ORRO@ 





308 Columbus Avenue 

415-392-9677 | taqueriazorro.com 
OPEN LATE! 

Sun-Thur 11am-l1am n| Fri-Sat 11am-2am 


MISSION STYLE TAQUERIA 
in the Heart of North Beach 









































Our Mexican Food 
Mirrors The Culture 
of the Coun try 


60 Brands of Imported, Micro and Domestic Beers 





Now Serving Sunday Brunch 12-2:30 
o 


50 West Portal Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94127 
phone: 415.566.2673 or 415.566.8104 
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BEST NEW BAKERY 

B. Patisserie 

2821 California, 440-1700 
bpatisserie.com 

This collaboration between former Gary 
Danko and Manresa pastry chef Belinda 
Leong and San Francisco Baking Institute 
and Thorough Bread and Pastry founder 
Michel Suas was an instant hit when it 
opened in Pacific Heights in 2013, and 
now the space feels like it’s been part of 
the fabric of the neighborhood for much 
longer. It’s a quaint little slice of Paris in 
the area, desserts gleaming like jewels in 
the case. Leong quickly attracted atten- 
tion for her variations on the kouign 
amann, a fine specimen of Viennoiserie 
that renders an ordinary croissant staid 
and boring with its layers of butter 

and sugar instead of just butter and an 
almost-liquid sugar center. This year, the 
cafe plans to introduce an afternoon tea 
service, new seasonal sweets including 
unusual eclairs and tarts, and will even 
flirt with occasional evening hours. 


BEST CLASSIC BAKERY 

Tartine Bakery & Cafe 

600 Guerrero, 487-2600 
tartinebakery.com 

Though it’s been open since 2002, there is 
still a daily line at 4:30 p.m. as bread comes 
out of the oven. Chocolate-chip cookies 
still have to be rationed out to custom- 

ers since the demand is so consistently 
high. Owners Elisabeth Prueitt and Chad 
Robertson have done much more for the 
community than carb-loading over the 
years, though. They spun off the bakery’s 
success into the nearby Bar Tartine restau- 
rant, and Prueitt has founded a nonprofit, 
the Conductive Education Center of San 


Tartine Bakery 





Anna Latino 


Francisco, which has run summer pro- 
grams for children with physical chal- 
lenges. Robertson is regarded as a guru 

in the bread-baking world, and his tomes 
on the subject have all become instant 
textbooks. Now, the bakery even has a 
hand in supporting the pop-up food world: 
Two of its staffers serve Mexican food in 

a space next to the bakery on Friday and 
Saturday nights in a venture called Loqui. 


BEST RESTAURANT WE 
WANT TO STAY OPEN 
FOREVER 

Zuni Cafe 

1658 Market, 552-2522 

zunicafe.com 

On Dec. 3, 2013, the food world woke up 
to sad news: Zuni Cafe owner and influen- 
tial chef Judy Rodgers had died of cancer 
at age 57. The outpouring of memories as 
chefs, writers, and those who loved to eat 
mourned the chef’s death was testament 
to the 27-year-old restaurant’s permanent 
spot in the San Francisco Dining Hall of 
Fame. Zuni has many splendid dishes: the 
burger on a rosemary focaccia bun, the 
impeccable selection of oysters, the perfect 
Caesar salad, and of course the famous 
roast chicken for two and its accompanying 
bread salad, soaked in chicken drippings, 
with currants, pine nuts, bitter greens, 
and all sorts of deliciousness. But the food 
is only part of the restaurant’s enduring 
appeal. It’s Zuni’s atmosphere, casual yet 
special, warm and lively and welcoming, 
that keeps us coming back on birthdays 
and anniversaries and lackluster Tues- 
days. Walking in its doors never fails to 
brighten life a little. Recent visits have 
confirmed that even though Rodgers is 
gone, her legacy and influence live on. 


HAMBURGERS 
Fries. * Shakes. 


AA Taste You Can ‘trust 


WWW.BURGERMEISTERSF.COM 


BURGERS. 
BEER. 
VAP PUN IES S. 


SAN FRANCISCO 

COLE VALLEY: 86 CARL ST. 415. 566. 1274 

CASTRO: 138 CHURCH ST. 415.437.2874 

NORTH BEACH: 759 COLUMBUS AVE. 415. 296. 9907 


DALY CITY 
907 WESTLAKE CENTER 650. 755. 1941 


BERKELEY 
2231 SHATTUCK AVE. 510. 649. 1700 


ALAMEDA 
2319 CENTRAL AVE. 510. 865. 3032 


CAN'T MAKE IT IN? 
WE'LL CATER TO YOU! 


rN Vole] axer-1x-la late mat-x-e Mili ol-manl-san co) @nycolll am old NZ-1K-¥ 
corporate or social events. You will be well equipped 
with all your favorite Burgermeister menu items. 
Create your own customized menu for your place of 
work or special event, served fresh off the grill! 


CONTACT US | 415. 990. sure (2874) 
TODAY! | CATERING @BURGERMEISTERSE.COM 


NOW THAT'S 


-» ABURGER. 





WO ADIFAM 4S 


= 
o 
o 
= 
m 
= 
2 
z 
oi 





LOZ ‘Z how 


[=k 
oO 
ol 











J 
- 
: 
} 
‘ 
' 
: 
WOJADIF4SM AS 


_ 


Cin 4 





ja 
> 
Al 
un 
v" 
oI 
| 
Cc 
o 
Ty 


Life is simply too glorious not to experience the odd delights of HENDRICK’S’ GIN, 


featuring curious yet marvelous infusions of cucumber and rose petal. 





Dive into more exquisite deviance at HENDRICKSGIN.COM 


PLEASE ENJOY THE UNUSUAL RESPONSIBLY 
HENDRICK’S GIN, 44% ALC./VOL. ©2014 IMPORTED BY WILLIAM GRANT & SONS, INC. NEW YORK, NY. 
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BEST NEW BEER BAR BEST CLASSIC BEER BAR BEST OLD-MONEY BAR Wingtip 
Mikkeller Bar Toronado The Lounge 
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34 Mason, 984-0279 547 Haight, 863-2276 600 Stockton, 773-6168 

mikkellerbar.com toronado.com ritzcarlton.com 

One of the most upscale gastropubsinSan = Any bar that updates its draft beer list on- Everyone gets so focused on the 

Francisco, Copenhagen export Mikkeller line more or less daily wins plaudits among — unfortunate effects of the new wave 

Bar at the Tenderloin’s easternmost serious beer aficionados, and Toronado of tech boom money and Google buses 

extremity is an exposed-brick cavern with Pub routinely pours Pliny the Elder those that they forget that rich people have 

42 beers and house-made headcheese. Tech 50 weeks out of the year when Pliny the been living among us quietly for a very 

money is in the air, but considering its Younger hibernates. California obscuri- long time. While the masses head out 

pedigree and proximity to Union Square, ties, Belgian rarities, and microbrewery to the Top of the Mark for a splurge 

Mikkeller is amazingly non-touristy. Packed one-offs prevail at the Lower Haight’s most anda perceived taste of the high life, 

with and staffed by beer nerds, it’s also got discerning dive, with its spacious back the real deal is happening farther down 

the cleanest bathrooms of any brew-cen- room and enigmatic neon “Garage Service” __ the hill at The Lounge inside the Ritz- 

tric bar in town. And with a gas-blending sign governing the hordes. It’s loud andit’s Carlton Hotel. High tea, great service, 

system for optimum temperature-control crowded, but happy hour is so inexpensive and cocktails can be found in the BEST NEW-MONEY BAR 

that guarantees the perfect pint, it’s the that it’s almost startling — and Torona- stylish bar, along with a taste of what Wingtip 

place to start keeping that beer log. do’s symbiosis with Rosamunde Sausage it’s like to live well in San Francisco. 550 Montgomery 
Grill next door is another strong plus. wingtip.com/club 


Fittingly situated in the heart of the 
Financial District is the private bar at 
Wingtip. With a collection of rare spir- 
its, star bartender Brian MacGregor, and 
plenty of amenities like car service and 
champagne rooms, this private club has 
everything the nouveau riche need and 
want. While the yearly membership fee 
is out of reach for most of us proles, the 
cost of the membership can theoretical- 
ly be recouped if you spend enough on 
shoes, clothes, or accessories in the store. 


BEST BEER BEST COCKTAIL 
SELECTION BAR 
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BRICK & MORTAR 1710 MISSION Sr. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 
BRICKANDMORTARMUSIC.COM 





MUSIC HALL 
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ROGK STEADY. THE NEWEST ADDITION TO OAKLAND’S UPTOWN DJ SCENE - THEROCK-STEADY.COM 
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HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 4:00 - 8:00PM 


$4 WELLS | $4 DRAFTS | $2 PBR | $2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
FUNK © SOUL © R&B @ ROCK @ ELECTRONIC © NEW ORLEANS e JAZZ 


LIVE MUSIC STARTS AT 9:30 UNLESS INDICATED 
FACEBOOK: BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 


TWITTER: @BOOMBOOMROOMSF 
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WWW.BOOMBOOMTICKETS.COM 
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BEST DIVE BARS 
THAT WiLL SURVIVE 
THE APOCALYPSE 


BY PETE KANE 


Bars open all the time with 
every intention of entering the exalted 
dive bar pantheon, but you can’t just 
spray on street cred like an instant-aging 
veneer for patio furniture. It takes de- 
cades of wear and tear to develop into a 
real dive. The surrounding neighborhood 
has to endure at least a little upheaval. 
Consequently, there are some immortal 
dive bars, places that are just not going 
anywhere — not until some tectonic 
convulsion slides them into the Aleu- 
tians with the rest of California, anyway. 
At the southern tip of the Valencia cor- 
ridor — which, incidentally, seems to 
have cooled considerably this past year — 
lies Clooney's (1401 Valencia, 826- 
4988), a dive full of gruff septuagenarians 
whose lone nod to the trendiness on hy- 
perdrive all around it is the Galley, a 
pop-up restaurant with a killer Reuben. 
So while “the effing hipsters” have discov- 


ered it, they didn’t really change anything. 


Clooney’s is an Irish bar that isn’t, you 
know, an Irish bar. 

Apart from being where most of Bi- 
Rite’s staff can be found after hours, and 
that fabulous, singularly gaudy neon sign, 
the 500 Club (500 Guerrero, 861-2500, 
500clubsf.com) isn’t especially remark- 
able. Service can be gruff and the beer list 

isn't particularly outstanding. But it’s lo- 


cated on an otherwise residential block in 
the most rapidly gentrifying part of the 
Mission, and it’s cheap. It’s a fair bet that 
the 500 Club will endure for 500 years. 

While the Greater Tenderloin is chock 
full of noirish, bizarre, and downright in- 
explicable dives, the Tunnel Top (601 
Bush, 760-4713) is virtually perfect. On 
Bush Street but really “on” the Stockton 
Tunnel, this two-tiered “art dive” witha 
disco ball in the toilet serves basil gimlets 
to locals and lost tourists who've stumbled 
into a close approximation of San Fran- 
cisco from 60 years ago. It’s been recently 
updated with an eye to longevity, and may 
just last forever. 

The Eagle (398 12th St., sf-eagle. 
com), right near the Central Freeway 
overpass, will certainly survive the apoca- 
lypse — because it already died once. For 
more than two years, the gay bar of choice 
for leathermen and weirdos was shut- 
tered, sending ripples of terror through- 
out the LGBT universe. (“If San Francisco 
can't sustain an Eagle, what city can?”) 
And then it came back last summer, 
trough urinals and all, with a couple trees 
removed from the patio and the main bar 
pushed to the wall but otherwise intact. 
The Sunday afternoon beer bust ($12 for 
all the fizzy yellow drafts you can down 
from 3 to 6 p.m.) is like church for a cer- 
tain portion of the population. 
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BARS E CLUBS 


BEST NO-MONEY BAR 
Bender’s 

806 South Van Ness, 824-1800 
bendersbar.com 

While a pocketful of lint will get you 
nothing at any bar, a few bucks will get 
you plenty here at Bender’s. Yes, there 

are cheaper (barely), dirtier, and scarier 
dive bars in San Francisco, but Bender’s 
succeeds by being a perfect mix of bar and 
clubhouse. Everyone is welcome, there are 
bike hooks inside, and most weeknights 
offer a $5 or $6 shot-and-a-beer combina- 
tion. Plus, Bender’s has some outstanding 
bar grub that features some of the best 
burgers and vegan food around, so for 
$20 you can get a few beers, shots, anda 
bite to eat. No matter how much or how 
little you have, that’s always excellent. 


BEST $5 JAZZ SHOW 

Club Deluxe 

1511 Haight, 552-6949 

A few years ago, San Francisco pinned its 
jazz-city hopes on the Fillmore, building a 
palatial music venue alongside a pha- 
lanx of bebop-themed restaurants and 


statues of — among other things — a guy 


Available for 


PARTY SP m4 RE 
PRIVATE EVENTS — 


ALS 


playing the saxophone. But one of the 
city’s best jazz clubs is a hole-in-the-wall 
on Haight Street, with bathroom graffiti 
and cheap door covers ($5 is usually the 
upper limit). Several times a week, Bay 
Area musicians convene at Club De- 

luxe to play two-hour sets that usually 
devolve into jam sessions. The club’s 
rickety piano and tiny stage recall similar 
establishments in New York’s West Village, 
but its crowd is unmistakably local. 


BEST PLACE TO HIDE OUT 
FROM THE SHOPPING HORDES 
OF POWELL STREET 

The Tempest 

431 Natoma, 495-1863 

If you live in San Francisco and ever 
venture to the vicinity of Powell and 
Market on a Saturday afternoon, you 
know what we’re talking about. Maybe 
your mom is in town and wants to see 
Williams-Sonoma, or you need a new dish 
rack from Target. Whatever the reason, 
after about 30 minutes around here, 


you ve had it: The sidewalks clogged with 


Midwesterners, the din of competing 
street musicians, the backpacked Euros 











VP Here for 
Bicones Entry 


t. San Francisco 


a 
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trudging forward in large groups while 
looking only at their Lonely Planet guides. 
You need out of commercial district/tour- 
ist central San Francisco, and fast. Luckily, 
the Tempest is but a short stroll down 
Fifth Street. Here you'll find the sort of 
bar atmosphere you probably take for 
granted elsewhere in the city, but desper- 
ately need now: loud music, colorful reg- 
ulars, bottom-dollar drinks, a pool table, 
dilapidated furniture, graffiti-splattered 
bathrooms, and excellent bar food you 
grab from next door. Sounds like heav- 
en, doesn’t it? Well, the self-proclaimed 
“cheapest bar in San Francisco” just 

might be — and its proximity to the most 
exhausting part of the city only helps the 
Tempest’s case. After a couple rounds in 
here, you'll probably forget about what- 
ever stupid thing you needed at Target. 


BEST SUBTLE EVOLUTION 
OF A SMALL MUSIC VENUE 
Rickshaw Stop 

155 Fell, 861-2011 

rickshawstop.com 

Rickshaw Stop celebrated its 10th 
birthday this year, but the onetime auto 





shop, TV studio, and now music club 
exists in a state of perpetual adolescence. 
In a town where everyone and everything 
seeks improvement and progress, the 
unmarked Fell Street spot has happily 
stayed its own funky self. It’s neither a 
rock venue nor a dance club, but some 
cross between; the atmosphere, with its 
reclaimed white marble bar and actual 
rickshaws imported from Southeast Asia, 
finds a happy medium between casually 
divey and comfortably posh. All of which 
is not to say that the club hasn't grown 
up some in the last decade. Once prone to 
reaching hellish temperatures, Rickshaw 
now has a big cooling system that keeps 
dancers mostly dry. A new upstairs bar 
has replaced the lung-squelching smoking 
room. And there even are couches from 
which you can see the stage! But it’s really 
all about the music, and the Rickshaw 
cultivates a remarkably consistent 
calendar: Local bands galore, the latest 
and greatest in under-the-radar touring 
acts, and offbeat dance parties fill the 
place most evenings. Thursdays bring 

the legendary Popscene club night, in 
which Live 105 Music Director Aaron 













































































KITCHEN OPEN 12-MIDNIGHT 





HOON TO SPH 


7 DAYS A WEEK ———— 





~ RESTAURANT, BIR cM 
3848 GEARY BLVD @ 3RD AVE | WWW.BUCKSHOT-SF.COM 
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A great place to make bad decisions. 


SF Weekly's Readers Poll Winners 


“Best Dance Party” 
"Best Singles Bar" 
"Best Bathroom Graffiti" 


Madrone Art Bar 500 Divisadero St 
www.madroneartbar.com + www.fringesf.com 
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Axelsen imports acts everyone will be 
freaking out about in 18 months. So 
yeah, you could argue that the Rickshaw 
Stop has changed in the last decade. 

But we'd say it’s just gotten better. 


BEST BIG MUSIC VENUE 

The Bill Graham Civic Auditorium 
99 Grove, 624-8900 
billgrahamcivicauditorium.com 

This venue brings tsunami-sized crowds 
and music superstars, with acts featuring 
all the pyrotechnics and lighting spec- 
taculars that you could want or need. 
Named after the legendary San Francisco 
promoter, who at one point or another 
represented or aided local acts like San- 
tana, The Grateful Dead, Joan Baez, John 
Fogerty, Bonnie Raitt, Journey, and other 
rock stars, the concert hall today brings in 
an assortment of acts like Ellie Goulding, 
Robin Thicke, Queens of the Stone Age, 
and Skrillex. The auditorium was even the 
site of a five-night rave during the farewell 
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tour of Swedish House Mafia, and taped 
auditions for “America’s Got Talent.” So 
rock or rave on — whichever you prefer. 


BEST MENUS 

Trick Dog 

3010 20th St., 471-2999 
trickdogbar.com 

When hip Mission bar Trick Dog opened in 
January 2013, San Francisco design enthu- 
siasts fell over themselves in delight over 
the cool laminated menus based on the Pan- 
tone color guide. It featured drinks based on 
particularly inspiring color names like Polar 
Bear (mezcal, sweet vermouth, and créme 
de menthe) and Pennies From Heaven 

(rye, amaro, sour apple liqueur, sherry, and 
housemade bitters). Seven months after the 
color-swatch menu lit up the blogosphere, 
the gang surprised everyone by debuting a 
completely different, but equally cool menu 
designed like an old-fashioned record al- 
bum. You had to flip through actual records 
to find drinks based on song names like “Mr. 
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Big Stuff” (tequila, Gran Classico, coconut, 
bay laurel tincture, and lime) and “Louie 
Louie” (bourbon, Campari, and fresh pine- 
apple). Earlier this year, the team rolled out 
its newest menu iteration, this time based 
on an astrology chart with drinks named 
after all 12 signs of the Zodiac (our favorite 
is the Taurus, with gin, Dolin blanc, carrot, 
miso, and coriander). And as you've prob- 
ably figured out from the ingredient lists, 
Trick Dog’s cocktails are as unusual and 
creative as the menus that describe them. 


BEST NEW OUTDOOR BAR 

El Techo de Lolina 

2518 Mission, 550-6970 
eltechosf.com 

While rooftop access at a friend’s apart- 
ment may be easy to come by, we're pretty 


EI Techo de Lolina 





sure your friend isn’t serving Palomas and 


frozen pifia coladas under heat lamps. 
That’s where El Techo comes in. It’s the 
perfect place to transport yourself from the 
foggy S.F. streets to a warm oasis where 
cocktails and chicharrones arrive at your 
table as you feast on aerial views of the 
Mission. White Christmas lights strung 
among the perimeter give the feeling 
that every night’s a party. And there’s a 
reason to celebrate: You don’t even have 
to climb a hill for this view, as it’s just an 
elevator ride away from Mission Street. 


BEST CLASSIC OUTDOOR BAR 
Zeitgeist 

199 Valencia, 255-7505 
zeitgeistsf.com 

The expansive back patio at Zeitgeist is 
more or less San Francisco’s backyard, and 
as such, you're lucky to get out of there 
without running into someone awkward: 


a one-night-stand you hoped to never see 


again, a co-worker whose name you can't 
remember, a friend you haven't made time 
for in months. Such encounters are all part 
of the Zeitgeist experience, which knits 
together hipsters and bikers and tourists 
and techies in a shared love for getting 
drunk in the sun. It’s hard to beat a Saturday 
afternoon camped out on one of the picnic 
tables with friends, drinking pitchers of 
beer or drowning morning-after miseries 
with one of the city’s best Bloody Marys, 
smoking cigarettes or maybe something 


WINNER 


*Peeereeeereeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeneeereereereeereeeeeeeereeeereeee ® 


stronger — you know, just hanging out. 
When you get hungry, there are burgers 
and sausages on the grill, and if you get 
tired of the local brew you're drinking, you 
can pick another from the dozens of taps. 
Though it’s true what they say about the 
bartenders and bouncers not putting up 
with any shit, as long as you don't act like 
a jerk and obey the rules (the short list: no 
photography, no smoking within 15 feet of 
the door, no outside alcohol, no standing 
on tables, no bothering other parties), you 
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BEST SPORTS BAR 
IN THE CITY 


SATELLITE SPORTS 


* World Cup Soccer 
* MLB Baseball Coverage 


* NHL / NBA Playoffs 

* 20 TV’s /2 Big Screens /HDTV 

* 18 Draft Beers 

* Happy Hour Specials 
Monday-Friday 


neoY¥ Polk @ Green St / 415.775.4287 
follow us on ic} @greenssportsbar 
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should be able to avoid getting booted. And 
if you do, know that getting thrown out of 
Zeitgeist at least once is practically a San 
Francisco rite of passage — just another 
way to make you feel like you belong. 


BEST NEW HOTEL BAR 

S&R Lounge in the Hotel Zetta 

55 Fifth St., 543-8555 
viceroyhotelgroup.com/en/zetta/dining_ 
and_nightlife/salvage-rescue-lounge 
Short for “salvage and rescue,” this 
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two-story bar in the lobby of the Hotel 
Zetta mingles classic design with a tech 
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twist. The recently renovated space 
could feel like just another boutique 
hotel lobby bar, but its trappings reflect 
Silicon Valley start-up culture. The decor 
is eclectic. On the ground floor lies the 
bar, plenty of tables, a hanging chair, 
and a massive soccer ball plinko game 
that spans both floors. Upstairs are 
sofas, TVs, a pool table, shuffleboard, 
video games, and a red phone booth. 
Even the drinks are in tech mode, like 
the 404, a smooth blend of brandy, 
reposado, Cocchi, and chocolate bitters 
named after the computer error code. 


BEST CLASSIC HOTEL BAR 
The Tonga Room 

950 Mason, 772-5278 
tongaroom.com 

Oh, Tonga Room, you crazy, wonderful, 
fever dream of a bar. There’s a lot about 
the kitschy tropical spot in the Fairmont 
Hotel to make one uncomfortable if 
they were to think about it too hard. 
The carved-wooden tiki gods and other 
odds ’n’ ends around the place stop just 


short of racism — this is not the bar 

to bring a college sophomore taking a 
course on imperialism. The drinks are 
expensive and syrupy-sweet, and the less 
said about the pseudo-Asian food the 
better, especially the happy hour buffet. 
But put all that aside for a moment 

and revel in what the Tonga Room has 
been doing right since it opened in 
1945. There’s a fun “rain storm” every 
half hour when a recorded thunderclap 
sounds and a strobe light goes off and 
rain pours down from the ceiling into 
the indoor lagoon. At 8:15 every night, 
a Hawaiian-shirt-clad band boards its 
floating barge stage and drifts out to 
the middle of that lagoon to play songs 
like “Brown Eyed Girl” and Santana’s 
“Smooth” — songs you know, songs 
you'll be happy to boogie down to on the 
ship-deck dancefloor with the tourists 
and octogenarians after downing 

half of a potent Smuggler’s Golden 
Punch Bowl through a large plastic 
straw. You might walk in sneering and 
ironic, but it’s damn near impossible 

to leave the Tonga Room without 
having had an earnestly good time. 


= pick jowi poison : 
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= MONDAY—THURSDAY 6PM TO 8PM 
a $1 OFF WELLS, $3/$4 MICRO PINTS, $2 PABST PINTS 
= 3225 22ND STREET * SF CA 94110 * 415 647 2888 
BETWEEN VALENCIA ST AND MISSION 
116 WWW.MAKEOUTROOM.COM 
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BEST ANTIQUE NIGHTCLUB 
The Endup 

401 Sixth St., 646-0999 
theendup.com 

Its recent interior remodel might sug- 
gest otherwise, but The Endup is one of 
the city’s oldest nightclubs. It originally 
opened in 1972, and has remained a 
fixture in the San Francisco dance music 
scene ever since. A big part of the appeal 
is its retro after-hours license — at the 
time of its founding, clubs were allowed 
to stay open longer. Nowadays, the Endup 
still parties continuously from Friday 

to Monday morning (sadly, alcohol is 
unavailable from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.), with 

a soundtrack that switches between 
varying strains of electronic dance music, 
including hi-NRG, techno, and house. 


BEST FUTURISTIC 
NIGHTCLUB 

DNA Lounge 

375 11th St., 626-1409 
dnalounge.com 

DNA Lounge evokes a sense of the fu- 
ture in its iconic interior design. Step 
through the door, and you'll swear you've 
been transported to some battle-scarred 
spaceship traversing an obscure corner of 
a resource-depleted universe. That aes- 
thetic also manifests itself in the club’s 
tech savvy, which includes interesting 
touches like hacked ATMs (bearing ironic 
and strangely dystopian slogans like, “This 
machine dispenses your god!”), a 24-hour 
online webcast, and free, high-speed 
WiFi throughout the club. Next door, 
DNA also runs a pizza place that serves 
slices 24 hours a day — along with coffee 
and booze (when it’s allowed). If that’s 
not the future, we don’t know what is. 


BEST VENUE FROM A PRIOR 
ERA 

Danzhaus 

1275 Connecticut, 970-0222 
danzhaus.tripod.com 

As development in the city center continues 
at a ridiculous pace, underground club cul- 
ture has had to spread out to less-frequented 
areas: Think Dogpatch, Potrero Hill, and 
Bayview. Interestingly, these neighborhoods 
have their own nightlife history, which often 
stretches back to the 90s rave heyday. Case 
in point is Danzhaus (previously Ginger- 
bread House), a fully licensed dance studio 
on the outskirts of Potrero Hill that’s been 
serving the late-night crowd for a while 

now. This year, the place has seen more use 
by bigger promoters: London Internet mix 
show Boiler Room used Danzhaus for its first 


S.E edition, and Lights Down Low recently 
turned the room into a massive nightclub 
for Julio Bashmore. Getting to Danzhaus 
might be a trek, but it’s one worth making. 


BEST NIGHTCLUB THAT’S 

A SYMBOL FOR THE TECH 
BOOM 

The Grand 

520 Fourth St., 636-0029 
grandnightclub.com 

In the "70s and early ’80s, the Trocadero 
Transfer was one of the best gay clubs 

in San Francisco. It had superior sound, 
forward-thinking DJs from New York and 
Miami, and an atmosphere that — if the 
stories are to be believed — has yet to be 
surpassed by anyone here since. Sadly, 
though, the space that housed the Tro- 
cadero has been in near-constant decline 
since the club’s closure in the 90s. The 
Grand is perhaps the best iteration of the 
room yet, though it’s a complete change: 
For people with a lot of disposal income 
to burn, it tops a shortlist of places in the 
city offering a full-on Las Vegas-style club 
experience, complete with magnums of 
Dom Pérignon, venue-employed booth 
babes, and impressively intense C02 
cannons. The venue’s switch from gay 
counterculture mecca to a haven for young 
money is the tech boom in a nutshell. 


BEST PARTY THAT’S 
CHANGED THE MOST 

Lights Down Low 

lightsdownlow.net 

Travel back in time to 2006 and you'd have 
a hard time recognizing Lights Down Low 
next to its current incarnation. Back then, it 
was an electro-fueled, high-octane scenester 
hangout in the sweat-box basement of the 
now-shuttered 222 Hyde. Today, it’s grown 
to be one of the largest parties in the city — 
so big, in fact, that it’s expanded successful- 
ly to Los Angeles. Lights Down Low’s nearly 
weekly events at Mezzanine and Monarch 
feature some of the most respected artists 
in contemporary dance music, like modern 
tech-house sensation Jamie Jones and 
German house heavyweight Tensnake. 


BEST PARTY THAT’S BEEN 
AROUND FOR A WHILE 

Honey Soundsystem 
honeysoundsystem.com 

It’s sometimes hard to believe that Honey 
Soundsystem is now 8 years old, but it is. In 
that span of time, a lot has changed — the 
queer DJ party outfit has switched venues, 
it’s gone from weekly to irregular, and it’s 
gained and lost some members — but one 


ONLY 239 BOTTLES 
IN THE WORLD 
TASTE LIKE THIS. 


Seven generations of 
tradition in one single 
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LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 


165 Jefferson St. | San Francisco, CA 94010 
Tel. Csi) d97-1695 | www.GoldDustSF.com slate-sf.com | rsvp@slate-sf.com | 2925 16th St @ Mission | 415.558.8521 
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BEST SALOONS TO 


Tradition Bar, 


MAG JOU FGGl WiiAG 
fl PROSPECTOR 


BY LOU BUSTAMANTE 
The Gold Rush days in San 


Francisco may be past, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t relive the thrill of drinking 
like you spent the whole day mining 

— even if now it’s Bitcoins instead of 
nuggets. Much of the era's grandeur may 
have given way during the Great Quake, 
but here are five places you can kick the 
dust off your boots like a true forty-niner. 

A convincing vision of what a Barbary 
Coast saloon looked and felt like can be 
found at Comstock Saloon (155 Colum- 
bus, 617-0071, comstocksaloon.com), 
which has old tile floors, big wooden bars, 
and a system of motorized fans that feels 
especially authentic in the 1907 building. 
The soup of the day at the bar is always 
whiskey, but the list of classic cocktails 
made with old-fashioned care always 
strikes it rich. 

Bix Restaurant (56 Gold, 433-6300, 
bixrestaurant.com) may not have an 
1850s feel to it, but this spot marks the 
former location of an assay office where 
miners would take their gold to be 
weighed and valued during the Gold 
Rush. Still, the two-level restaurant bar 
with jazzy piano music, good classic 
drinks, and elegantly refined California 
cuisine is a worthy destination to cele- 

brate like you hit the mother lode. 


This La Lengua tavern may not have 
been around during the Gold Rush either, 
but The Rock Bar (80 29th St., 550- 
6664, rockbarsf.com) would have made 
any miner feel comfortable — the rock- 
lined building and dark, cave-like interior 
is decorated with geodes, scales, and geo- 
logical specimens. Great cocktails, cheap 
drink specials, and takeout food from the 
Front Porch across the street make any 
modern day prospector feel loaded. 

Tradition Bar (441 Jones, 474-2284, 
tradbar.com), a Tenderloin spot from the 
folks who brought you Bourbon & 
Branch, perfectly captures the splendor 
of those old hotel bars. High ceilings, 
stained wood embellishments, and pre- 
cise and delicious cocktails make for a bar 
where a prospector would have lived out 
his golden years. 

Its new location in Fisherman’s 
Wharf may draw in more tourists than 
locals these days, but the storied Gold 
Dust Lounge’s (165 Jefferson, 397- 
1695, golddustsf.com) drink specials 
and old-timey décor entice us enough to 
dodge the crowds enjoying a “San Fran- 
cisco experience.” Stopping by is in 
some ways like panning for gold: a valu- 
able reminder that there are still spar- 
kles in the silt of the neighborhood's 
tourist traps. 
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BIG GINGER® 
TALL COLLINS GLASS WITH ICE 
2 PARTS 2 GINGERS® IRISH WHISKEY 


TOPPED OFF WITH GINGER ALE 
2 WEDGES OF LEMON AND LIME 


SKINNY GINGER® 


FOR A SKINNY GINGER® 
USE DIET GINGER ALE 
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SALOON SINCE 19300 
SAN FRANCISCO 


1901 UNION STREET ¢ 415.567.6905 


DAILY DRINK SPECIALS 
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LIVE MUSIC & DJ'S NIGHTLY 


ml@)\y| ae) a 
DUB MISSION 
AFROLICIOUS a. 
SATURDAY NIGHT SOUL PARTY 
TORMENTA TROPICAL 

120 MINUTES 

PORRETA 

BOMBSHELL BETTY & Her Burlesqueteers 

BODYSHOCK 

COMMUNE 


and so much more.... 


Afrofunk-Reggae-Metal-Indie-Punk-Soul-Cumbia-Electro-New Beat- Based Goth - Hip Hop 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR 5PM-9PM EVERYDAY 
VOTED BEST HAPPY HOUR IN 2013 


647 VALENCIA ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94110 


WWW.ELBO.COM 








Derek Opperman 


thing has remained the same: Honey’s dedi- 
cation to throwing a really good party. Para- 
mount to that is its decorations, which are so 
elaborate that they transport the club expe- 
rience to a higher level. Just this year, Honey 
has thrown parties themed after a gym 
(complete with a cartoonishly big pull-down 
bar and weights) and an apocalyptic street 
scene (police lights, trash cans, and caution 
tape). It’s nightlife as installation art and vice 
versa. In the process, Honey Soundsystem 
has left just about everyone else in the dust. 
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Dear Diary, 
Affer parry days and nights in 


m remarkable Tomorrow, | was 
approached b oung man 
ey heard Me Fd re ‘| 
made a Time-lraveling « device, , 
he said. No big deal. tHe told 
me he wahled To build a machine 
fo conned the fulure and the 
past To The present. | said The 
machine had been builf, and 
indicated the cily around. He 
produced a a window and 
there was the sun, rising al 
me aqain. When | awoke, the 
aw hadnt} faded, | rubbed my 
eyes and realized | was ina 
cavern of gold! | how have The 


means To build a path To that 
cily of the future, and even if 
| never will live To reach if, | 
Know that il is in some wor 


already here. -Bestivus 
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YOUR BEST 
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TRUMER IS THE EXCLUSIVE BEER SPONSOR 
OF SF WEEKLY’S BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO 





